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CORONATION OF KING CHARLES III 
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The Red Arrows fly over tens of thousands of well-wishers in The Mall towards Buckingham Palace, where the royal family gathered on the balcony. It was feared the wet weather would lead to the flypast’s cancellation but it was only pared back 
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At last, 


Charles HI becomes our 
oldest new monarchat 
abbey coronation, with 
Queen Camilla by his side 


ROYA 
NIKKHAH 


Westminster Abbey 


If a coronation mirrors a mon- 
arch’s reign and our changing 
times, what did King Charles’s 
multi-faith, multilingual service, 
featuring a “hummable” anthem, a 
“homage of the people” and a 
blended but broken family, say 
about this new Carolean age? 

With two hours of ceremonial 
splendour dating back a thousand 
years, updated for a 2ist-century 
king with a swaying gospel choir 
and Ant and Dec, Charles ensured 
a page was visibly turned in the 
history books. This was a lifetime 
away from 1953. 

Even the spotless blue and yel- 
low carpet of the coronation 
theatre in which King Charles and 
Queen Camilla were crowned 
brought a contemporary feel to 
proceedings. They were the same 
colours as in previous coronations 
— but, in a happy diplomatic 
coincidence, they were also the 
colours of the Ukrainian flag. 

The 40th and oldest monarch to 
be crowned at Westminster Abbey 
looked pensive at the start of the 
service, and unsure at times. This, 
after all, was aman who once con- 
fessed that the realisation he 
would become King one day was 
“something that dawns on you in 
the most ghastly, inexorable way”. 

But as Charles entered the 
abbey, the cameras caught Prince 
George in his scarlet page of hon- 
our’s tunic, with a confident smile, 
helping to hold Grandpa Wales’s 
crimson robe of state. George, 
nine, had his grandfather’s back 
throughout, rearranging his robe 
each time the King stood up. 

Later, at the moment of the 
crowning, the next but one in line 
to the throne looked transfixed 
and pensive himself, chewing the 


inside of his cheek, perhaps won- 
dering how much time he had to 
choose his own path before his day 
of destiny. 

Had it all been planned for 
decades and a touch under- 
rehearsed for weeks? As the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, conducting 
the service, presented Charles, 74, 
with the Bible, the King asked 
whether he should touch it. But 
with Welby’s prompting, as the 
service wore on, he visibly relaxed. 
After he had declared and signed 
the oath, royal aides in the congre- 
gation allowed themselves a chuc- 
kle of relief that this time the pen 
had given the monarch no trouble. 

If Camilla, 75, looked nervous as 
she passed up the aisle, her two 
attendants — her sister, Annabel 
Elliot, and her closest friend and 
Queen’s companion, the Mar- 
chioness of Lansdowne — provided 


DAWN OF THE 
CAROLEAN AGE 


gentle reassurance. Elliot, younger 
than Camilla by a year, appeared to 
wipe away a tear. 

The Queen had also made sure 
she always had her nearest and 
dearest in her eyeline — her daugh- 
ter, Laura Lopes, her son, Tom 
Parker Bowles, and her ex- 
husband, Andrew Parker Bowles 
were almost within touching dis- 
tance. Her teenage grandsons, Gus 
— with a broken right arm — and 
Louis Lopes, and Freddy Parker 
Bowles, and her great-nephew, 
Arthur Elliot, dutifully held her 
robes as pages of honour. 

Once she was anointed and 
crowned, the nerves lifted, and 
Camilla beamed throughout the 
rest of the service, perhaps unable 
to believe the journey that has 
transformed her from Charles’s 


heir crowning glory 


THE SUNDAY TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER MARC ASPLAND 


The newly crowned King Charles 11] and Queen Camilla on the Buckingham Palace balcony after a ceremony that combined old and new 


former toxic mistress to his 
crowned consort. Earlier, as the 
King and Queen left Buckingham 
Palace in the Diamond Jubilee State 
Coach, the royal family’s website 
was quietly updated — Camilla was 
“Consort” no more, but “Queen”. 

Welby put on a show. He lifted 
the St Edward’s Crown high before 
lowering it on to Charles’s head, 
declaring, “God save the King,” and 
then stepping back and carefully 
checking that it fitted. The 2,300- 
strong congregation chanted, “God 
save the King”, the abbey’s bells 
rang out and gun salutes boomed. 

Amid the solemnity there was 
also celebrity. Lionel Richie, who 
will perform at tonight’s corona- 
tion concert at Windsor Castle, 
wore a diamond brooch to rival the 
Crown Jewels. In the north tran- 
sept guests spotted Sir Tom 
Stoppard and Ant and Dec, the duo 
playing up to the congregation and 
getting a cheer. The American pop 
star Katy Perry was unmissable in 
her pink flying saucer hat. 

Amid all the regal spectacle, the 
family dynamics were evident. The 
Prince of Wales’s Homage of Royal 
Blood was the most tender 
moment of the service. In his 
Welsh Guards uniform, after kneel- 
ing and swearing to be his “liege 
man of life and limb” — evoking the 
homage Prince Philip paid to Eliza- 
beth in 1953 — William gently kissed 
his father’s cheek. The filial rela- 
tionship that has had its difficulties 
is visibly closer and stronger than 
ever. It was a moment unmistak- 
ably evocative of Charles’s investi- 
ture as Prince of Wales in 1969, 
when he knelt before his mother. “I 
get easily moved by those sorts of 
occasions,” Charles said then. 

The attendance of the Duke of 
Sussex without his wife, Meghan, 
or their two children — Archie, who 
turned four on the day that his 
grandfather, whom he barely 
knows, became King, and Lilibet, 
one — was a stark reminder of the 
personal challenges for Charles. 

Harry, dressed in Dior, arrived 
with other non-working royals, 
including Prince Andrew, dressed 
in garter robes, and his cousins 
Princess Beatrice and Princess 
Eugenie, heavily pregnant with her 
second child, with their husbands, 
Edoardo Mapelli Mozzi and Jack 
Brooksbank. 

Chatting to them as he walked 
in, Harry then cut a solitary figure 
as he processed solo up the aisle 
while the others paired up. No 
longer allowed to wear his military 
Continued on page 2> 
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Disgusted of Tunbridge Wells? No, miffed the charity shops are shut 


MY CORONATION QUICHE 
HAS A SOGGY BOTTOM 
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Vie 


Matt Rudd 


On the Pantiles, formerly the Royal 
Parade, in the spa town of Royal 
Tunbridge Wells, the build-up is 
being shown live on a huge screen. 
Even though it’s raining, people in 
historical garb are trying to flog 
mineral water from the town’s 
famous natural chalybeate spring. 
You can’t move for bunting, cake, 
quiche and town criers. There’s 
even a coronation colour-in. 

In the shopping centre at the 
other end of town, however, it’s 
noticeably more roundhead than 
cavalier. “Are you about to rush 
home to watch the first coronation 
of our lifetimes?” I ask Deirdre and 
Eddy, who are both in their fifties 
and enjoying early retirement 


from the Royal Mail. “No,” says 
Eddy, a little sheepishly, “but we’re 
going to an afternoon tea on 
Monday. We’ll have our share of 
bunting then.” 

“I liked Queenie,” says Deirdre. 
“She was there all of our lives, 
always immaculate. Charles will be 
fine but I’m not going to sit there all 
day watching him.” As for swearing 
allegiance — “We're citizens any- 
way, we don’t need to swear,” says 
Eddy, before taking Deirdre’s hand 
and heading off to Marks and 
Sparks. 

As Charles and Camilla set off 
towards the abbey, I ask a group of 
teenagers outside Greggs if they’ll 
be swearing allegiance to the 
crown at midday. Just 36 per cent 
of 18 to 24-year-olds want to keep 


the monarchy, compared with 79 
per cent of over-65s, so this is prob- 
ably a silly question. 

After unanimous shrugs, Ollie 
17, says: “The monarchy is a waste 
of money, it’s stuck in the past, it’s 
not necessary.” Sonny, 17, would 
rather we funded teachers and 
nurses than Prince Andrews. Sam, 
also 17, wraps up the youth verdict 
with a dismissive: “It has no bear- 
ing on my life.” 

“They’ve arrived at the abbey,” 
texts my non-teenage wife from 
her sofa as I stand in the rain with 
Alice, a human rights researcher, 
and Phoebe, who does rehab for 
patients with brain injuries. 
“We’ve escaped London for the 
day,” says Alice. “It felt quite dysto- 
pian with all the flags.” I point out 


that Tunbridge Wells might have 
more flags per square inch than 
London today and she nods grimly. 
“We were hoping to go to some 
charity shops but they’re all shut.” 

When I ask if their attempted 
escape means they’re properly 
republican or just apathetic, 
Phoebe says, “Republican. My 
grandfather was from Northern 
Ireland.” 

Nathan and Safiya, two students 
up from Hastings for the day, look 
quite put-out when 1 ask if they’re 
excited. “We’re just going for 
food,” says Nathan. 

But it’s a momentous occasion, 1 
suggest, in full dad-mode. “I’m not 
bothered,” he says. “I don’t see the 
point.” 

“No,” adds Safiya. “Me neither.” 


“So you wont be swearing 
alleg-” ... “No.” 

In 2012, 15 per cent of Britons felt 
we should have an elected head of 
state. Today, that figure has risen to 
25 per cent, and most appear to be 
in the out-of-town Tesco I visit just 
as the King is given his orb. 

To the question, “Why aren’t 
you watching the coronation?” 
three harassed mums in a row fix 
me with withering stares and reply, 
respectively, “Too busy”, “I’m 
busy” and “Ihave an 11-month old.” 
Two older gentlemen tell me 
they’ll watch the highlights on 
iPlayer. And when I ask a middle- 
aged man with a tracksuit and a 
basket of lager if he’s sworn alle- 
giance, he barks, “Did I, hell!” 

One town up, less-royal Ton- 


bridge is about half as busy as it 
usually is on a Saturday lunchtime. 
In 1953, it would have been 
deserted. According to the royal 
website, 27 million people in the 
UK (out of the 36 million popula- 
tion) watched Queen Elizabeth’s 
coronation in 1953 and 11 million 
listened to it on the wireless. 
Today, that’s not the case, 
but Dapper Dan’s, a barber that 
Continued on page 2> 
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Ofcourse he looked anxious — 


Stiff solemnity was the order of the day for a monarch not known for his ease 
in the spotlight. But the King drew on ancient tradition to restore the grandeur 
of the institution — and even appeared to relax once the deed was done 


The King looked sombre, perhaps even a 
little tense, as he entered Westminster 
Abbey for his coronation. Yet as he pro- 
ceeded down the aisle, his long red velvet 
robes trailing behind him, there was just 
the hint of a smile at the corner of the 
74-year-old monarch’s mouth. 

The grand notables of the kingdom 
bowed and curtseyed in his honour. 
Penny Mordaunt loomed over him with a 
ceremonial sword, looking like Posei- 
don’s third wife. The coronation choir 
delivered a stirring rendition of Hubert 
Parry’s I Was Glad, and it seemed that 
Charles, so often the melancholy pessi- 
mist, was for a brief moment glad on this 
occasion that he had anticipated for so 
long. 

But stiff solemnity soon returned. One 
sensed the weight of Charles’s task upon 
him almost as palpably as the five pounds 
of bejewelled St Edward’s Crown on his 
royal brow. It wasn’t hard to see why he 
was once described as being “far more 
aware of the prospective burdens of king- 
ship than its pleasures”. 

The stilted, almost anxious expression 
on his face was perhaps a reflection of 
the scale of his task. He rules over a 
country in a mess and a monarchy dimin- 
ished by scandal, with his younger 
brother and his son both cast out from 
the inner circle — neither was present 
on the balcony of Buckingham Palace. 
His foreign realms are quitting the Com- 
monwealth — Barbados, soon Jamaica — 
and will surely continue to do so, 


perhaps Australia at some point, then 
New Zealand. 

“I come not to be served, but to serve,” 
Charles told the world in his deep, famil- 
iar, patrician baritone. Yet he cannot 
come close to matching his mother’s ser- 
vice, in length or acclaim, and he knows 
it. This does not feel like a moment of 
renewal. Savvily managed decline is per- 
haps the best Charles can hope for. 

Nonetheless, among the many emo- 
tions the King must have felt beneath his 
rictus resting face, relief to have finally 
reached this moment was surely among 
them. For this coronation was the culmi- 
nation of a long and often rocky path to 
the throne. Behind him are the boarding 
school bullies of Gordonstoun, the long, 
hard days aboard HMS Bronington, the 
polo-playing flamboyance, the torrid 
anguish of his marriage to Diana, the 
affair with Camilla, the scandals over 
meddling with government, the inevita- 
ble loss of his long-lived mother and 
father, and the jokes about the man who 
would never be king. Those close to 
Charles have described a sense that a 
weight has been lifted since he ascended 
the throne, that he’s finally doing the 
bloody thing. 

“Tm not very good at being a perform- 
ing monkey,” Charles famously told pho- 
tographers in 1994. He remains notably 
ill-suited to the age of celebrity, but he 
has undoubtedly improved. The King 
was stately in the Abbey, stoic even, as 
bishops and archbishops fussed and fid- 
dled with his robes and crowns, present- 
ing him with a baffling array of orbs and 
sceptres and bracelets. 

He is the undoubted King now, as mul- 
tiple velvet-robed retainers kept remind- 
ing us, yet even kings do not entirely dic- 
tate their circumstances or control their 
fates. Charles Windsor’s fate has been to 
live a life full of paradoxes. He is a 
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He remains 
notably 
ill-suited to 
the age of 
celebrity 


>The King holds the 
sceptre with cross and the 
sceptre with dove after he 
and the Queen were 
crowned. Keeping the 
Christian institution of 
monarchy relevant may be 
his greatest challenge 


Door 


SUNGLASSES 


famously impatient man who was forced 
to wait 70 years to be crowned. He is a tra- 
ditionalist who will now lead Britain into 
a hyper-modern future. A shy, sensitive 
soul who must stand in the dazzling light 
of public scrutiny and be a figurehead for 
his people. A hopeless romantic best 
remembered for his loveless first mar- 
riage. A deeply emotional man who is 
now expected to maintain his mother’s 
legendary reserve. His life has been privi- 
leged, but it has not been easy. 

The prince whose private humiliations 
were broadcast to the world must now 
somehow construct an aura of mystery 
and majesty around his kingship, so that 
he might preserve — and then pass on — 85 
much of his royal inheritance as possible. 
The coronation was his grand ermine- 
trimmed opportunity to do that; he will 
not get another. 

In an age of Reddit threads and smart 
speakers, Charles sought to use this coro- 
nation to re-enchant the monarchy, 
drawing on the half-forgotten traditions 
of British antiquity to infuse his reign 
with his own particular sense of sacral 
kingship. 

Did he pull it off? It was a majestic 
affair, if not a joyful one. The most rever- 
ential moment was the King’s anointing 
by holy oil consecrated in Jerusalem. This 
rite, which stretches deep into the reces- 
ses of national history, was conducted 
behind a private screen. This was Charles 
the traditionalist. For all his talk of slim- 
ming down and modernising the monar- 
chy, cutting the payroll, he still believes in 
its ancient power and symbolism. He will 
resist pulling the British royal family too 
far towards the lean, demystified monar- 
chies of Europe. 

The screen around Charles was 
embroidered by the Royal School of Nee- 
dlework, and took the form ofa tree with 
56 leaves, representing the member 
countries of the Commonwealth. This 
was Charles the environmentalist, the 
deeply felt role that represents his best 
chance at leaving a long-lasting impres- 
sion. 

He will hope to be a pastoral shepherd 
to the nation and the world; a king of Sol- 
omonic prescience who was right all 
along about the drastic threats humanity 
poses to our climate and our planet; a 
“defender of the planet,” as he described 
himself in his 2010 book, Harmony. King 
of the sheep and the meadows and the 
Patagonian toothfish. 

One of the uses to which the jewel- 
encrusted coronation sword could be put 
was to “stop the growth of iniquity”, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury suggested. 
The King’s weapon in his crusade to pro- 
tect the environment and banish rubbish 
architecture will not be a sword, but the 
decades of goodwill and credit he has 
built up on this subject, his power as con- 
vener and promoter of green causes. “A 
prophet without honour” is how Boris 
Johnson described him on the opening 
day of the Cop26 climate conference in 
Glasgow in 2021. Charles will hope that in 
time he can be both. 

King Charles’s day finally arrived. 
Whether he actually enjoyed it or not was 
less apparent, but it will surely have been 
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satisfying and he appeared to relax some- 
what once the deed was done and he 
exited the abbey, to Elgar’s Pomp and Cir- 
cumstance. 

Before leaving, he stopped to acknowl- 
edge a group of non-Christian faith lead- 
ers, who pledged their loyalty to him. 
This was Charles the multiculturalist, 
demonstrating his pan-religious feelings 
that stretch well beyond the oaken- 
pewed formality of the Church of 
England. 

It also spoke to just how different the 
Britain of today is to the lily-white Chris- 
tian country whose throne his mother 
ascended in 1952. Keeping the starchy 
Christian institution of monarchy rele- 


vant in this fast-changing land may be the 
King’s greatest challenge of all. 

At 74, Charles is the oldest monarch in 
history to be crowned. It will not be a 
notably long reign and many view him as 
a mere caretaker king, there to stabilise 
the institution and pave the way for his 
son William. 

He will view it rather differently. “I find 
myself born into this particular position,” 
he once told an interviewer. “I’m deter- 
mined to make the most of it and to do 
whatever I can to help. And I hope I leave 
things behind a little bit better than I 
found them.” We must surely all hope the 
same. 

@JoshGlancy 
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At last, 
crowning 
glory for 
Charles 


> Continued from page 1 
uniform, the prince, who 
carried out two tours of duty 
in Afghanistan, proudly wore 
his service medal alongside 
his Golden, Diamond and 
Platinum Jubilee medals, 
with a Royal Victorian Order 
neck decoration and star. 

During the service he sat 
three rows back from the 
action. Within three hours of 
its conclusion he was ona 
flight back to America. 


Did Harry repeat the 
homage of the people, as 
most of the congregation did? 
Impossible to say — the 
cameras in the abbey, 
perhaps deliberately, failed to 
capture him at that moment; 
likewise at the one when his 
father and stepmother, whom 
he recently described as 
“dangerous” and a “villain”, 
were crowned. 

Harry’s absence from the 
processions, the balcony and 
the official photographs 
brought home to the many 
millions watching — and 
perhaps to the duke himself — 
just how much he has given 
up for his new life over the 
ocean. 

The Princess Royal showed 
she is the most practical 
member of the family, riding 
behind her brother’s coach 
back to the palace as Gold 


Stick-in-Waiting — since which we ourselves are 

Tudor times the King’s living today.” 

bodyguard, entrusted with Anyone watching Charles’s 

his personal safety. coronation would have seen a 
But what likelihood of ever | monarch anda country that 

seeing this such sibling values tradition but is moving 


loyalty repeated? If, heaven 
forbid, another coronation 
were to come soon, would 
William’s only sibling even 
come to pledge his 
allegiance? Would William 
even want him to? 

Welby encouraged the 
newly crowned King to 
“stand firm and hold fast” — 
how much more standing 
firm and holding fast with his 
own family will be required? 

The priest and liturgical 
scholar Edward Ratcliff 
wrote of the 1953 ceremony: 
“The coronation is a 
mirror, as no other institution 
can be, in which our nation 
has been formed, and in 


forwards. A monarch who 
has known great misery but is 
capable of joy. Amonarch 
who is prepared to wait for 
their big moment, but is also 
keen to seize it when it 
arrives. Amonarchy that is 
adapting so it might endure. 

The earl marshal, the Duke 
of Norfolk, who was in charge 
of organising the ceremony, 
said: “The late Queen 
Elizabeth ... dedicated her 
life to service, earned the 
admiration and respect of 
the world. 

“Now we have the 
continuity of a new King who 
will follow in her footsteps 
but do it his own way.” 


Disgusted 
of Royal 
Tunbridge 
Wells? 


-+ Continued from page 1 
always has a queue ona 
Saturday, is empty. Frankie 
the barber has the coronation 
on one screen and the usual 
dance TV station on the 
other. The coronation is 
muted. The dance station is 
not. “All the OAPs came in the 
week so they could look good 
for today,” Frankie says. “It’s 
sweet.” 

When I ask if she’s gutted 


to miss this historic moment 
in the life of our green and 
pleasant land, she says not. 
Her colleagues sit looking at 
their phones. Instagram, not 
iPlayer. 

Of course, my vox pops are 
self-selecting. I’m unlikely to 
find ardent royalists ina 
shopping centre on this most 
royal of days, just as I 
wouldn’t have found many 
republicans in the tents on 


the Mall. But of this sample 
the majority simply had 
better things to do. Onlya 
small minority were actively 
irritated by all the royal fuss. 
As I make for home, four 
smartly dressed middle-aged 
men are heading for my local. 
Perhaps they’ve watched the 
coronation and now they’re 
going to the pub to celebrate? 
“No, we’re off to watch 
Spurs spank Crystal Palace.” 


The Sunday Times May 7, 2023 
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it was about majesty, not joy 


Aasmah Mir 


ANDREW MATTHEWS/GETTY IMAGES; CLARENCE HOUSE/PA, 
m “ጫ -: 


More gold than ata Punjabi wedding 


wasn’t planning on watching the 
coronation until I was asked to do so 
for this piece, but I’m glad I did. Pm 
neither republican nor monarchist. 
I inhabit the mushy middle, those 
who quite like being British but 
won't wave a flag or sit in the rain at 
Wimbledon. 

And so I watched it with no 
expectations. Pretty soon I was lost. 
There was the Rod of Equity and Mercy 
(not a person), lots of singing in Latin, 
pure theatrics — impenetrable, but not 
unenjoyable. There were many firsts: 
Penny Mordaunt, lord president of the 
privy council, looked fearsome as she 
became the first woman to carry the 
17th-century sword of state. Many joked 
she held the sword longer than Liz Truss 
held the position of prime minister. 


Rishi Sunak knocked it out the park by 
reading an epistle in a confident, 
human-sounding voice. The sight ofa 
Hindu prime minister reading out a 
verse from the Bible was surely not lost 
on anyone. Well played, Britain. 

And then we were on to the main 
event. The King was seated on the 
throne. There was great excitement as 
he was handed an actual orb and 
sceptre, which I’ve only ever seen in 
children’s story books. In fact, there was 
more gold than at a Punjabi wedding. 

In 1977, when I was six, it felt like 
everyone celebrated the late Queen’s 
Silver Jubilee. Elizabeth I was much 
loved and my Muslim parents adored 
her. I remember standing on a windy 
hill, trying to keep my skirt from flying 
over my head, waving a plastic flag. 


In 2023, my seven-year-old daughter 
and her class shout “God save the King!” 
while she wears a red Arsenal top, blue 
leggings and white trainers. She sees 
footage of protesters getting arrested 
and tells me that’s not fair, as everyone 
has their own opinion. Then she adds 
that maybe they shouldn’t do it today. 

She is right that everyone is entitled to 
their opinion. And here is mine. I’m glad 
I watched the coronation but I couldn’t 
do it again. Like elaborate weddings, 
West End musicals and red peppers, 
they’re not for me. As the King and 
Queen rolled away into the rain in their 
Cinderella coach, it reminded me how 
unique and crazy we are in this country. 
I wouldn’t have it any other way. 


Aasmah Mir interview, Magazine 


Camilla was herself: wryly amused 
and waiting for a relaxing cigarette 


HADLEY 
FREEMAN 


Fifty years ago, in March 1973, 
the popular debutante 
Camilla Shand sat down to 
write a letter to her keen 
beau, Prince Charles, and to 
break his heart. She had 
agreed, she wrote, to marry 
the cavalry officer Andrew 
Parker Bowles. It was an 
understandable choice on 
her part: after all, the prince 
was unlikely to marry her, 
given his beloved great-uncle, 
Louis, Earl Mountbatten, had 
told him she was 
insufficiently high-born and — 
more importantly — nota 
virgin. Nonetheless, the 
prince was devastated. “I 
suppose the feeling of 
emptiness will pass 
eventually,” he wrote toa 
friend. 

It didn’t. Half a century 
and several royal crises later, 
Charles’s devoted love for the 
woman he fell for in 1971 
reached an apotheosis that 
not long ago seemed 
impossible but now feels 
inevitable: Camilla is Britain’s 
Queen. 

That she was crowned at 
Westminster Abbey 
underlines just how 
unthinkable this once was. 
Only 26 years ago, the funeral 
of Charles’s first wife, Diana, 
was held there, and Camilla 
was widely reviled as the 
most hated woman in Britain. 
She was the cuckoo who — so 
public feeling had it — 
destroyed the royal marriage, 
and therefore was, in some 
tangential and unspecified 
but very deeply felt way, 
responsible for Diana’s death. 

And yet, just over a quarter 
ofa century later, there she 
was, where people were 
singing “Vivat Regina 
Camilla”, to no objections 
anywhere. Even her younger 
stepson, Prince Harry, who 
recently described her as 
“dangerous” in the doomily 
hysterical style he has 
adopted since his marriage, 
managed a grimace ofa smile. 

Throughout the 
coronation ceremony, the 
Queen herself looked — as she 
often does at these big 
shindigs — wryly amused, 
slightly embarrassed and 
keen for a relaxing cigarette. 
Whereas Charles received his 
crown with the solemnity of 
one accepting his own 
sacrificial destiny, she fiddled 
with hers, brushing her hair 
out of her eyes, as if 
submitting to some fancy 
dress. She couldn’t suppress 
asmile when asked to accept 
the various royal 
paraphernalia — this sceptre, 
that cross — and her eyes 


skated towards the audience, 
where her children, 
grandchildren and ex- 
husband sat, as if to say: “Can 
you believe all this?!” If she 
really has spent the past 50 
years plotting to get the 
crown, as some have claimed, 
then she is one heck ofan 
actress, because she has only 
ever seemed like a woman for 
whom the royal flimflammery 
is the tax she must pay for 
being with the man she loves. 

“You suffer all these 
indignities and tortures and 
calumnies,” Charles said to 
her in 1989, referring to the 
gossip around their affair, ina 
phone conversation that was 
later sensationally leaked to 
the press. 

“Oh darling, don’t be silly. 
Fd suffer anything for you. 
That’s love. It’s the strength 
of love,” Camilla replied. At 
the coronation she suffered 
the indignity of watching her 
husband wear something 
described as a supertunica 
and a girdle, and she neither 
burst out laughing nor ran for 
the hills. That’s love. That’s 
the strength of love. 

Much has been written 
over the years about what 
Charles loves about Camilla: 
her steadiness, her wit, her 
lack of interest in publicity 
and her loyalty to him. But 
what does she love about 
him? For there has been 
ample evidence over the 
years that, in their 
relationship, Camilla is the 
catch. Unlike him, she can 


merrily sit through the most 
tedious of royal occasions, 
and then keep his spirits up 
by making jokes. When he 
has temper tantrums over 
pens leaking and other events 
that seem like an intolerable 
crisis 10 a man who has been 
raised to believe the world 
revolves around him, Camilla 
doesn’t roll her eyes and tell 
him to get a grip, but soothes 
him and sorts it out. She is no 
inexperienced surrendered 
bride (which Mountbatten 
wrongly saw as a negative), 
but nor is she interested in 
her own celebrity, as Diana 
was and Meghan is, and look 
how those marriages turned 
out for the royal family. 

Most importantly, she is 
not dull, but — by all accounts 
— sparky and fun and 
bookish, despite her relative 
lack of formal education. Her 
favourite books are The 
Cazalet Chronicles by the late 
Elizabeth Jane Howard, 
which is a sure sign ofa 
woman of good taste. 

Camilla’s first meeting with 
Charles in 1971 was 
engineered by their mutual 
friend, Lucia Santa Cruz. 
“Now you two, be careful, 
you’ve got genetic 


The Queen’s Jack Russells, 
Bluebell and Beth, were 
embroidered on her gown, 
alongside the symbols of 
the UK's four nations and 
the names of her children 
and grandchildren 


antecedents,” Santa Cruz 
said, referring to the fact that 
Camilla’s great-grandmother, 
Alice Keppel, had been the 
mistress of King Edward VII, 
Charles’s great-great- 
grandfather. 

Camilla is said to have been 
fascinated by stories about 
her great-grandmother, but 
when she chose to marry 
Andrew Parker Bowles, she 
did so because she was madly 
in love with him. Yet Parker 
Bowles hurt her deeply 
throughout their courtship 
(and later marriage) with his 
repeated infidelities. 
According to Penny Junor’s 
biography of Camilla, one of 
the great ironies of Charles 
and Camilla’s relationship 15 
that it endured before their 
respective marriages partly 
because Camilla was so stung 
by Parker Bowles’s serious 
dalliance with none other 
than... Charles’s sister, 
Princess Anne. 

But Parker Bowles was 
never especially fussed about 
his wife’s affair with Charles — 
frequently playing polo with 
the prince — until it became 
too public and impossible 
and the couple divorced in 
1995. Proving that the upper 
classes really do marriage and 
divorce differently, Parker 
Bowles and his new wife, 
Rosemary Pitman, later 
attended Charles and 
Camilla’s wedding. Parker 
Bowles also stayed good 
friends with Anne. 

Unlike Camilla’s cheerful 
bed-hopping first husband 
and his circle, her second is 
sensitive and open-hearted, 
penguin-like in his love for 
her. She looks after him and 
he is loyal to her. Neither of 
them could say that about 
their first spouses. It would 
take a hard heart to not be 
moved at least a little by their 
enduring love and late-life 
contentment. To no small 
extent, they have served as 
each other’s best adverts, 
their obvious happiness with 
each other helping to 
persuade the British public to 
accept them as a couple, and 
her as Queen. 

On the balcony of 
Buckingham Palace, crowned 
and gowned, she chatted with 
her pages — her 13-year-old 
grandsons Gus and Louis 
Lopes and Freddy Parker 
Bowles, and her great- 
nephew, Arthur Elliot, 11. She 
also had a quiet laugh with 
her ladies in attendance, her 
sister Annabel Elliot and her 
longtime friend Lady 
Lansdowne. But mainly, she 
and Charles chatted to each 
other, pointing things out, 
laughing at each other’s 
amused observations. Fifty 
years ago, the prince hadn’t 
got the princess he wanted. 
But now the King has his 
Queen. 


Editorial, page 22 
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In the coronation, every moment, every 
gesture, every ritual means something. 
But amid all the fanfare and grandeur, it 
was one small moment between father 
and son that said much about not just the 
relationship between King Charles and 
the Prince of Wales, but about the future 


of the royal family. 


As Prince William kissed his father on 
the cheek after paying homage, it was a 
gesture both intimate and scripted: there 


have been generations of Princes of 
Wales before him who have knelt before 
their fathers to pledge their allegiance. 
William knelt in front of Charles, his 
hands clasped between those of his 
father, and said: “I, William, Prince of 
Wales, pledge my loyalty to you, and faith 


66 


It was 


and truth I will bear unto you, as your 


liege man of life and limb. So help me 
God.” As he made his oath, his eyes could 
be seen darting to the right to read the 
words on the card held up in front of him. 

Then he rose, touched the King’s 
crown and leaned forward to kiss his 


left cheek. 


The body language between the two 


more 
than 
just 
rituals 


men suggested that this was more than 
just the choreographed rituals of the cor- 
onation ceremony. 

Instead it hinted at a strengthening of 
the bond between a father and a son who 
in the past have clashed as often as any 
parent and child. As William stepped 
back from his kiss, the King spoke softly 
to him — a word of thanks, perhaps, or 
some other passing moment of warmth 
that was too quiet to be picked up by the 
television microphones. 

There was an intimacy, too, about 
the way the prince fastened the clasp 
of his father’s robe royal during the inves- 
titure. 

It brought back memories of another 
investiture more than 50 years ago, when 
the Queen fastened her eldest son’s 
ermine robes after crowning him Prince 
of Wales, a moment of tenderness that 
evoked images of a mother dressing her 
child. This time, however, the roles were 
reversed, and the son was dressing his 
father. 

The fact that the King and heir are now 
more united than ever was evidenced by 
more than the warmth on public display. 
This was a coronation that was organised 
in part by William, who played a key role 
in its creation. 

Even the clothes that were worn by the 
prince and princess spoke of the co-oper- 
ation between father and son. The King 
and Queen wanted to emphasise the 
formality of the occasion, and asked Kate 


Kate wore a leaf embroidery headpiece 


not to wear a tiara — a request she was 
more than happy to go along with — and 
for them both to wear formal robes. 

Instead of a tiara the princess wore a 
Jess Collett x Alexander McQueen head- 
piece with three-dimensional leaf 
embroidery featuring silver bullion crys- 
tal and silver threadwork. Her dress was 
an Alexander McQueen creation in ivory 
silk crepe with silver bullion and thread- 
work embroidery creating rose, thistle, 
daffodil and shamrock motifs. 

The co-operation between father and 
son reflects a willingness to work in har- 
mony that has been evident since Charles 
acceded to the throne. 

Royal observers have noticed in recent 
months how Buckingham Palace and 


Kensington Palace have been co-ordinat- 
ing their efforts in a way that has 
not always been seen between sovereign 
and heir. 

Whether or not it lasts, it offered at 
least a contrast with the unhappy rela- 
tionship between Prince Harry and his 
brother and father. Sitting three rows 
back, having arrived at the abbey with 
the other non-working royals, Harry cuta 
slightly lonely figure as he walked up the 
nave to his seat between Princess Euge- 
nie’s husband, Jack Brooksbank, and 
Princess Alexandra. 

William’s role in organising the coro- 
nation also means he has an advantage 
that his father never enjoyed: when it 
comes to his own coronation, he will 
have done it all before. When Queen 
Elizabeth II was crowned, Charles was 
just four and only attended part of the 
service. 

The same is even more emphatically 
true of William’s nine-year-old son 
Prince George who, as a page of honour 
to his grandfather, is the youngest future 
monarch to have played a role in a coro- 
nation. 

Like his grandfather before him, 
Prince Louis, five, did not attend all of the 
service. He arrived with his parents, 
walking hand-in-hand with his sister 
Princess Charlotte, eight, and stayed for 
the crowning and enthronement, occa- 
sionally failing to stifle a yawn. 

The prince, who was dressed in a 


Louis and his 
sister Charlotte 
stuck together 
during the 
service, right, 
and outside the 
abbey. They 
arrived with 
brother George 
and the Prince 
and Princess of 
Wales. Top left, 
William pays 
homage to his 
father 


Hainsworth Garter blue doeskin tunic 
with specially designed lacework embel- 
lishment to the collar, cuffs and fronts, 
made by the Savile Row tailors Dege & 
Skinner — at coronations, even the five- 
year-olds have the details of their war- 
drobe released — then left during the first 
hymn, returning in time for the end of 
the service to join the procession out of 
the abbey. 

That meant that there were moments 
when William and Kate had just one of 
their children with them, Charlotte, who 
with her Alexander McQueen dress and 
headpiece was a perfect miniature rep- 


lica of her mother. At one point mother 
and daughter could be seen exchanging a 
loving, almost conspiratorial smile. 

But even with peace and harmony 
reigning in at least one part of the royal 
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family, if not all, it was not enough to 
stave off one of the inevitable errors that 
bedevil every coronation. The Waleses 
were supposed to arrive at the abbey 
before the King and Queen, but somehow 
the Diamond Jubilee state coach arrived 
before them. 

That meant that the King and Queen 
had to wait awkwardly outside for a few 
minutes while everyone behind them 
caught up and rushed into position. 

It was only once the pages of honour — 
and everyone else — were in position that 
Charles and Camilla were able to get out 
of the coach and start the coronation 
proceedings. 


Priceless gems on robes recycled 
from the royal dressing-up box 


Nicholas Hellen 


In his determination to 
modernise, King Charles set a 
dress code of “day wear” for 
the 2,300 guests at the 
coronation. Fortunately the 
monarch did not damp the 
spectacle at Westminster 
Abbey by reining in his own 
display of regal finery. 

The King and Queen 
arrived at the service in their 
robes of state, made of 
crimson velvet, and over the 
course of the next two hours 
embarked on a carefully 
choreographed series of 
costume changes. 

The robes are so heavy that 
they needed help to move 
through the abbey. 

With his passion for 
sustainability, Charles raided 
the royal dressing-up box 
wherever possible, as did 
Camilla. The King’s robe of 
state was first worn by his 
grandfather, George VI, at his 
coronation in 1937, and the 
Queen wore a garment 
originally worn by 
Elizabeth II for her arrival at 
the abbey in 1953. 

It is not known what 
condition they were in when 


they were retrieved from 
storage, but the task of 
restoring them to their full 
glory was entrusted to the 
Royal School of Needlework, 
of which Camilla is patron. Its 
embroidery studio is in 
Hampton Court Palace, and 
all work is done by hand. 
London’s oldest tailor, Ede 
and Ravenscroft, which has 
made garments for every 
British coronation since that 
of King William and Queen 
Mary in 1689, was entrusted 
with the task of making 
adjustments to the robe of 
state for Camilla. It also 
carried out other 
conservation work on the 
King and Queen’s garments. 
The couturier Bruce 
Oldfield has designed for 
Camilla for more than a 
decade, and she turned to 
him for the coronation dress, 
cut from a silk fabric woven 
by Stephen Walters in Suffolk. 
There was a natural theme 
on the Queen’s robe of estate, 
worn at the end of the 
service, hand-embroidered 
with pincushion flowers, 
bees, butterflies, a beetle and 
acaterpillar. 
A total of 24 plants are 


featured on the robe, each 
chosen for its personal 
associations. They include lily 
of the valley, which was in her 
wedding bouquet and was a 
favourite flower of the late 
Queen Elizabeth II; myrtle, 
which represents hope; and 
delphinium, one of the King’s 
favourite flowers. 

The King reused the 
robe of estate worn by 
George VI and delved even 
further back into his lineage 
to select a diamond-set Lesser 
George badge, suspended 
from the riband bow at the 
hip, and a Garter Star dating 
from 1893. 

Prince George, nine, was 
the youngest of the King’s 
four pages of honour, who 
were dressed in scarlet tunics 
with gold lace trim and 
waistcoats trimmed in gold 
braid. 

The uniforms of the 
Queen’s pages — including 
her grandson Gus Lopes, 13, 
with the plaster cast on his 
right arm just showing 
through the end of his sleeve 
— were inspired by her links 
with the Rifles and the 
Grenadier Guards. 
@NicholasHellen 
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with embellishments laden with personal meaning 


Karen Dacre 
Fashion Director 


Long live McQueen! The 
Princess of Wales relied on 
the steady hand of her 
favourite fashion designer, 
choosing an ivory silk crepe 
gown from Alexander 
McQueen -and one for her 
daughter too. 

Sporting the handiwork of 
the McQueen designer Sarah 
Burton, the stylish duo wore 
matching dresses 
embroidered with rose, 
shamrock, daffodil and thistle 
motifs to signify the four 
nations, and matching silver 
headpieces created by the 
milliner Jess Collett. 

The Princess of Wales, who 
also wore the Royal Victorian 
Order mantle, and pearl and 
diamond earrings that 
belonged to Diana, Princess 
of Wales, is a long-time 
McQueen ambassador. 
Burton was the designer 
behind her wedding gown, 
andis her favourite for most 
state occasions. 

But the coronation marked 
the first time Princess 
Charlotte, eight, has followed 
in her mother’s footsteps by 


wearing a piece from the 
McQueen house, in this case a 
dress and cape. 

In a move likely to cement 
Charlotte as a future 
fashionable figure, it is the 
first time she has appeared in 
public in couture — the 
princess’s standard wardrobe 
is much like any other young 
girl, with high-street brands 
such as Monsoon and Boden 
among her usual outfits. 

Of course, it is not every 
day you watch your 
grandfather crowned King. 
Charlotte’s outfit was also the 
perfect complement to the 
understated elegance that has 
become her mother’s fashion 
USP. With a shrewd 
understanding of the 
silhouettes she can count on, 
Kate has looked to the British 
fashion house of Alexander 
McQueen to see her through 
life’s milestones. 

She first wore the brand to 
attend the wedding of Tom 
Parker Bowles in 2005 and 
chose the label for all three of 
her children’s christenings, a 
multitude of royal weddings 
and of course, her own. 

Her wedding dress will go 
down in history as one of the 


Replicate Kate: Charlotte matches 
mum in Alexander McQueen dresses 


best-kept secrets in fashion, 
kept under wraps until the 
moment she stepped out of 
the car at Westminster Abbey 
in 2011. 

Back then, Alexander 
McQueen was considered a 
radical choice for a member 
of the royal family, with 
roots in controversial 
fashion designed to shock. 
Lee McQueen, the late 
founder and designer of 
Alexander McQueen, was 
notoriously anti- 
establishment, always 
combining his love of pomp 
and ceremony with a desire 
to tear it apart. 

Having worked with 
McQueen for 14 years, 
Burton, 48, has quietly 
moved the house away from 
the shock and awe tactics 
onto more approachable 
territory. One of the fashion 
world’s most low-key 
designers, she makes few 
public appearances. Indeed, 
the first most of the world 
knew of her existence was 
via an overhead television 
shot of Westminster Abbey 
on April 29, 2011, as she 
arranged a train before Kate 
walked up the aisle. 


The Sunday Times May 7, 2023 
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Kate Williams 
Charles HPs big day owes much to his two namesakes 


he coronation service of 
Charles III — the longest-serving 
Prince of Wales in history — was 
at once new and old. Shown on 
television and clipped on social 
media, it used rituals from the 
coronations of Edgar, in 973, 
and the first monarch to be 
crowned at Westminster Abbey, William 
the Conqueror, in 1066. 

The notion of crowning a leader goes 
back to some of the earliest forms of 
humanity: the earliest crown so far 
discovered dates from 4000 BC and was 
found near the Dead Sea. 

Westminster Abbey was renovated in 
gothic style in the 13th century by Henry 
III to include the coronation theatre at its 
centre. The King is the 40th monarch to 
be crowned there since. 

Unlike his mother, the late Queen, 
Charles has already been crowned once. 
In 1969, when he was 20, he was 
invested as Prince of Wales at 
Caernarfon Castle. The whole ceremony 
was styled for the TV cameras by Lord 
Snowdon (who later called it “bogus”). 
The crown that might have been suitable 
for Charles — the Coronet of George 一 
had been spirited away by the Duke of 
Windsor, so one was crafted out of 


purple velvet and gold plate rather than 
gold. But the orb atop it wouldn’t work 
and at the last minute, it was replaced 
with a gold-plated ping-pong ball. 

This time, Charles was crowned not 
with a ping-pong ball but with St 
Edward’s Crown, which dates back to his 
namesake, Charles II. 

The King travelled to his coronation, 
past the statue of Charles I, the oldest 
bronze statue in London — and passed 
the spot on Whitehall where that 
monarch was executed in 1649. 

Charles I was crowned in 1626, but not 
with his new wife, Queen Henrietta 
Maria, as she was Catholic and refused to 
participate in a Church of England 
ceremony. His coronation was replete 
with traditional symbols of 
enthronement and anointing. William 
the Conqueror had introduced 
anointing, previously a French custom, 
and Elizabeth I complained the oil was 
foul-smelling “grease”, but for Charles I 
—the son of her successor, James I — it 
embodied his strong belief in the divine 
right of kings. Holy oil is still used in 
coronations, though Elizabeth II had 
new oil made because the batch used by 
her father was bombed in the war. 

Charles III had new vegan oil made 


out of olives from the Mount of Olives in 
Jerusalem and perfumed with essential 
oils including sesame, rose, jasmine, 
cinnamon and orange blossom. 

Less than 20 years after Charles 15 
coronation, he was at war with 
parliament in the Civil War, driven by his 
belief, inherited from his father, in the 
doctrine that monarchs derived their 
authority from God and should rule 
without interference. 

Charles I was the last monarch to 
wear the medieval crown jewels, 
including the Tudor Crown. Oliver 
Cromwell melted down the lot — with 
the exception of the spoon used for 
anointing — and sold them off. 
Coronations seemed at an end. 

When Charles II was crowned in 1661, 
after being invited back to assume the 
throne the previous year, it was a 
gigantic moment of royal pageantry and 
celebration, the monarchy restored after 
the short-lived Protectorate. A small 
coronation ceremony had taken place in 
Scotland while he was still in exile, but 
now he wanted to go big, convinced a 
spectacular coronation was the way to 
convey his power. He ordered lavish new 
crown jewels. 

He entered the abbey on St George’s 


The Queen places a gold-painted 
ping-pong ball on her son’s head at his 
investiture as Prince of Wales in 1969 


Day, the last monarch to make the 
traditional procession from the Tower of 
London the day before his coronation. 
The five-hour bejewelled procession 
involved thousands of people and 
dazzled onlookers with its opulent 
backdrops, pageantry and speeches. 

At the coronation, each peer came to 
the King and swore fealty, kissing him on 
the cheek after the anointing to make it 
clear they supported him. The diarist 
Samuel Pepys missed the crowning 
because it was such a long ceremony — 
he had to dash to the loo — but he judged 
it very grand nevertheless and, like 
many Londoners, celebrated into the 
night. 

Ten years after Charles II’s 
coronation, the crown jewels were 
stolen from the Tower of London by 
Thomas Blood, who hammered down St 
Edward’s Crown to stuff it into a bag. He 
and his gang were apprehended — but 
Charles II liked a rogue and wanted to be 
merciful, so he decided to let Blood off 
and gave him land in Ireland. Perhaps 
the drama rather helped the monarch’s 
popularity and made him and his brand 
new jewels seem even more desirable. 

It was not until 1688 that the 
coronation oath was changed to what we 


now hear — requiring the monarch to 
govern according to law. The notion of 
the divine right of kings was over by the 
time William and Mary, Charles II’s niece 
and her husband, took the throne in 
1689. 

There have been three great changes 
made to the ceremony since William the 
Conqueror was crowned. First, Henry 
VIII broke away from Rome, turning it 
into a Church of England service. The 
second great milestone was the 17th- 
century introduction of the oath 
declaring the monarch would govern 
according to law. And the late Queen’s 
decision to allow her coronation in 1953 
to be televised changed coronations for 
ever. 

We can thank Charles 115 
determination to mark the restoration of 
the monarchy with a huge coronation 
for the ceremony we had yesterday. 
Although future monarchs will wear the 
crowns that the “Merry Monarch” 
commissioned, the institution they 
represent at the moment of their 
crowning will be very different. 


Kate Williams is a broadcaster and 
professor of modern history at Reading 
University 
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Harry's cameo won't 
make it into Spare 2 


The elegant option might 
have been to stay away. 
The prince looked tired 
and miserable, and then 
scarpered to the airport 


CAMILLA 
LONG 


Just what was he thinking as he walked 
down the aisle? 

Was it: which pillar would Meghan 
think it best to hide behind? Which bit of 
stone would “play” best with the early- 
morning breakfast television market in 
America? And what outfit would impress 
the late-night chat shows? 

In the event he was — to use tabloid 
parlance — “uniform humiliated”: he 
wore nothing but an ordinary suit and 
some medals, along with one of those 
strange tie stars that look like a long- 
service award at a Swiss cuckoo clock fac- 
tory. 

Arriving in the Car of Shame — it 
contained the Duke of York as well as the 
Duke of Sussex — the King’s second son 
looked alone, tired and miserable. 
Almost naked in his thin black suit. As he 
walked down the aisle with the Yorkies, I 
just thought: “Oh Harry, what have you 
done?” 

There have been 13th fairies at corona- 
tions before, of course. George IV’s wife, 
“Mad” Caroline of Brunswick, turned up 
at the ceremony in 1821, barged past the 
royal herbswoman and tried to crash the 
event. She went back twice more — there 
was a fight about ticketing: so British — 
whereupon one of the footmen, a boxer, 
slammed the door in her face, while the 
crowd cried, “Shame, shame!” in sup- 
port of her. 

She died three weeks later. 

Harry was invited, of course — but not 
really. What PR contortions and double 
meanings that “invitation” must have 
been freighted with. We were told the 
traitor of Montecito was invited, by the 
Palace, but then he didn’t immediately 
say he was coming. He took ages to con- 
firm he would attend, but getting him to 
commit himself to timings, seatings etc 
was, a Palace source suggested, like 
“communicating with Mars”. 

Passive aggression and jockeying for 
position. It was classic Meghan. 

She pulled the ultimate power move 
by not being there. It’s said she was stay- 
ing home for “Archie’s birthday”, which 
no sane person would ever do. Who 
would choose toddler nightmare over a 
mad carnival of gold sticks and ceremo- 
nial handrails? Arguably, it’s difficult to 
tell the difference. [like to think she spent 
the ceremony talking into Harry’s ear- 
piece, surrounded by publicists, agents, 
strategy dwarfs and general “mood” peo- 
ple, to micromanage his presence at the 
Great Golden Spoon Super Bowl. 

“Don’t forget to do your candid 
reaction in the Windsor suite at 
Heathrow...” 

In the event, my heart rather went out 
to the prince. What a mess of hurt, 
stupidity, ego and silliness. The shame — 
the cool barbarity — of being made to 
walk alone down the aisle. Why did he 
come? Why didn’t he go for the more 
elegant, cool option and just take the 
ferry on to Le Havre, as the Duke and 


like to 
think 
Meghan 
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talking 
into his 
earpiece 


Duchess of Windsor did in 1953 to avoid 
Shirley Temple’s coronation? 

Just after 10am he walked meekly up 
the middle of the church, last in his party, 
taking his place between the Queen’s 
cousin Princess Alexandra and Jack 
“Tequila” Brooksbank. In football terms 
this is like playing as striker for Manches- 
ter City and then suddenly finding your- 
self at Luton Town. 

Also in the same row: Andrew Parker 
Bowles, of all people, the only divorced 
partner apparently admitted. Two rows 
in front: Camilla’s son, Tom Parker 
Bowles, and Ben Elliot, who in 2001 
memorably dressed up as a Playboy 
bunny in fishnets and high heels for a 
society magazine. Imagine being deemed 
less important than them. 

This isn’t the first time the Yorkies — a 
brace of chiffon-swathed partridges — 
have been drafted in to calm down Prince 
Harry. I now realise that, as daughters of 
Sarah, Duchess of York, who is now 
divorced from — sorry, “divorced 10” — 
Prince Andrew and therefore not 
present, they actually have a ceremonial 


Prince Harry 
walks alone down 
the aisle before 
sitting between 
Princess 
Alexandra and 
Jack Brooksbank. 
He left 
immediately 
after the 
ceremony 


role on occasions like this as Royal 
Wranglers of Wayward Redheads. 

They accompanied him up the aisle, 
settling behind a crowd of old, unknow- 
able other royals dressed in mad Queen 
Mother cosplay. Brooksbank, Eugenie’s 
husband, was the only person he could 
speak to. A smart move: Brooksbank 
looks as if he speaks pure toff: “Hrrn ghh 
nrhrhrh”. Nothing he’ll say can be taken, 
polished up and used later in a Netflix 
episode or Spare 2. 

This was Operation Blend into the 
Background. Sitting behind Princess 
Anne, Harry had his face obscured by her 
hat feather for most of the ceremony. 

Cameras carefully failed to pan across 
the left of the church in case we glimpsed 
any eye-rolling. Up ahead: the church, 
filled with other royals, heads of state and 
an extraordinary table at the back with a 
whole load of medieval cutlery laid out in 
front of it. It looked as though they were 
about to do a really expensive operation. 

Part of me takes Harry’s point. This is 
ridiculous. It means nothing; it does 
nothing; it isa ceremony unlike any other 
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in normal life. It bears the hallmarks of a 
wedding — Charles’s family seated on the 
right, Camilla’s on the left — but it isn’t. If 
itis a marriage, it’s not a marriage of them 
to each other; it’s a marriage to us. 

It must have felt weird for Harry to 
watch as Camilla, his wicked stepmother, 
arrived to volleys of “Vivat Regina Cam- 
113!” (8 song sung in my house every 
day). To watch the woman who 
usurped his mother, who was never 
meant to be Queen, becoming just 
that while not even wunting to, as 
she might say, must have been mad- "8 
dening. Camilla, for her part, looked ter- 
tified, especially when someone asked 
if she was ready to “receive the rod of 
equity and mercy”. Nurse! 

“Straight in and out” is how 
Harry’s trip was described. Almost as 
soon as the ceremony was over, he 
dashed out of the front into a waiting 
car. Immediately we were told he 
would go straight to the airport — no 
balcony. 

And, just like that, he vanished: the 
royal that never was. 


Frozen-out Andrew 
gets an equally chilly 
reception from crowd 


Megan Agnew 


As the King travelled to 
Westminster Abbey ina 
golden carriage, to huge 
cheers and the drumbeat of a 
military procession, his 
brother, Prince Andrew, was 
driven down the Mall ina car 
alone — and booed by crowds. 

Andrew was reportedly 
“left in the dark” until the last 
moment about whether he 
would be allowed to wear his 
ceremonial Knight of the 
Garter robes — and was 
“furious”. In the end, the late 
Queen’s second son got his 
way, walking into the abbey 
ina floor-length velvet robe, 
red sash and gold tassels. 

But his position during the 
service left a little to be 
desired, three rows back and 
jammed against a pillar, in the 
armpit of the abbey. He was 
notably absent from the 
remainder of the day. 

Andrew, the eighth in line 
to the throne but no longer a 
working royal, is everything 
the “modernising” Charles 
and millennial William do not 
want for the royal family. 
Known for his pomposity and 
big spending, the prince went 
from “Randy Andy” to being 
associated with a convicted 
paedophile and facing 
allegations of sexual assault. 

As a result, the royals seem 
to be involved in a silent, 
smiling street tussle: the Firm 
desperately but cordially 
trying to shunt him to the 
back of the pack, without 
being so obvious as to suggest 
he might be guilty, while he 
keeps pushing his way 
forward, seemingly oblivious 
to the reality of his 
reputation. So what do you 
do with a problem like Prince 
Andrew? 

As the Duke of York walked 
into Westminster Abbey 
yesterday, he took the lead 
down the aisle, ahead of his 
daughters, nodding and 
smiling to the guests. Prince 
Harry, who walked in with 
the same group, managed to 
put some distance between 
himself and Andrew, hanging 
back to walk alone. 

The ceremony was 
discretely tweaked so 
Andrew did not play a role. 
The Homage of Royal Blood 
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would have seen the dukes 
kneeling before the King and 
vowing to be his “liege man”. 
It was streamlined, however, 
to just Prince William. 

Andrew was not included 
in the procession behind the 
King and Queen’s Gold State 
Coach to Buckingham Palace 
and did not go onto the 
balcony for the fly-past. 

The duke stepped back 
from royal duties in 2019 after 
a disastrous BBC Newsnight 
interview and his brother and 
nephew are said to oppose 
any public-facing role. 

In 2015, Virginia Giuffre 
claimed she was forced to 
have sex with Andrew when 
she was 17 and he was a guest 
of Jeffrey Epstein and 
Ghislaine Maxwell. Andrew 
has always denied the 
allegations. An out-of-court 
settlement was reached with 
Giuffre in March last year — 8 
reported £3 million — in 
which he accepted no blame. 

Andrew was stripped of his 
military affiliations and royal 
patronages, a decision that 
left him “utterly bereft”. 
Behind the scenes, he is also 
being frozen out of the Firm. 
It is believed his £249,000 
annual allowance from the 
Duchy of Lancaster was cut 
last month, although he was 
left a substantial inheritance 
by his mother, as well as cash 
from selling his £19 million 
chalet in Verbier. Now he is 
unemployed, said biographer 
Nigel Cawthorne, Andrew is 
“Lord High Dogwalker, 
keeper of the royal corgis” — 
he and his ex-wife inherited 
Queen Elizabeth’s dogs Muick 
and Sandy, who were seen 
enjoying afternoon tea on 
Friday with Sarah Ferguson. 

But Andrew is said to be 
recruiting anew 
communications team and 
has contacted lawyers with 
information that “will change 
people’s perceptions of him”. 
He has been accused of trying 
to “worm his way back into 
public life”, attending the 
Royal Victorian Order party 
in March, where he wore his 
Knight of the Garter robes, 
and the Easter church 
service, where he 
manoeuvred himself 
immediately behind the King. 


@MeganAgnew 


Prince Andrew 
was not included 
in the procession 
to the palace and 
did not go onto 
the balcony for 
the flypast 


Anne, the ‘Gold Stick in Waiting’, was ready to ride to her brother’s rescue 


Lucy Bannerman 


No one could accuse the 
Princess Royal of under- 
dressing for the occasion. For 
a woman who has spent her 
entire life being bumped 
further and further down the 
line of succession, first by her 
younger brothers, then by 
her brothers’ children and 
grandchildren, while 
appearing not in the least bit 
bothered about it, she still 
managed to make her own 
mark at the coronation. 

As “Gold Stick in Waiting”, 
Anne had one of the strangest 
roles on a day that was not 
short of peculiar ceremony. 
When the new King emerged 
from Westminster Abbey, it 
was Anne who rode on 
horseback behind him, 
entrusted to protect his 


personal safety with her gold- 
headed ebony staff. 

To be fair, she did have the 
back-up of 29,000 police 
officers, not to mention the 
security services, but her 
official role as the King’s 
personal bodyguard was a 
sign of the monarch’s respect 
for his sister, as a confidante 
and defender of his reign. 

Who could have been 
more suited to the role than 
Anne, whose memorable 
response to the armed man 
who tried to kidnap her on 
the same stretch of the Mall 
almost 50 years ago was: “Not 
bloody likely”? 

She spoke about her duties 
in an interview with Canadian 
television last week. “I havea 
role as the Colonel of the 
Blues and Royals in the 
Household Cavalry regiment 


as Gold Stick [in Waiting]. 
And Gold Stick was the 
original close protection 
officer,” she said. 

The role of Gold Stick in 
Waiting can be traced to the 
Tudor era, when fears of a 
conspiracy against Henry VIII 
prompted an increase in his 
personal security. 

“That is a role I was asked 
if Fd like to do for this 
coronation, so I said yes,” 
Anne said. “Not least of all, it 
solves my dress problem.” 

It certainly did. Not for 
Anne high heels anda 
fascinator. She arrived 
resplendent in a remarkable 
pointed hat with a red plume, 
which just so happened to 
obscure the face of the most 
controversial guest, her 
nephew, Harry, who was 
sitting behind her. 
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The Princess 
Royal in her 
uniform as 
Colonel of the 
Blues and Royals. 
Her role was 
“Gold Stick in 
Waiting” — the 
King’s bodyguard 


Once the ceremony was 
over, the 72-year-old 
grandmother of five appeared 
calm and confident as she 
emerged on horseback to 
lead all the Household 
Division regiments from 
Westminster Abbey to 
Buckingham Palace. “So 
relaxed in the saddle,” said 
Clare Balding, the 
broadcaster and fellow 
horsewoman, admiringly. 

The procession returned to 
Buckingham Palace, where 
70 years earlier, Charles and 
Anne had appeared on the 
balcony at their mother’s 
coronation, when they were 
four and two, respectively. 

She was born at Clarence 
House on August 15, 1950. At 
the time of her birth, she was 
third in line to the throne, but 
has since dropped to 16th, as 


she was leapfrogged by her 
younger male siblings and 
their offspring. Some might 
find it strange that the 
children of Princesses 
Beatrice and Eugenie should 
be closer to the throne than 
the woman who is frequently 
known as the hardest 
working royal. 

The King is said to respect 
his sister’s “no-nonsense 
attitude”. A palace source 
said: “[The King] is rewarding 
the Princess Royal for her 
loyalty and her unwavering 
devotion to duty above all 
else. He values his sister as a 
trusted lieutenant.” 

Anne is believed to have 
inherited many traits from 
her late father, and is 
similarly known for her 
tendency not to suffer fools 
gladly. As the late Duke of 


Edinburgh reportedly 
remarked, following Ian Ball’s 
attempted kidnap of the then 
23-year-old princess: “If the 
man had succeeded in 
abducting Anne, she would 
have given him a hell of a time 
while in captivity.” 

Last week, she was asked 
how the family had been 
preparing for this next 
chapter in its history. “We 
don’t know yet. How we are 
part of the support for the 
monarchy may change 
slightly.” She also said a 
slimmed-down monarchy 
“doesn’t sound like a good 
idea from where I’m 
standing.” 

For a woman who hasn’t 
changed her hairstyle in 
decades, do not expect any 
dramatic shifts in Anne’s style 
any time soon. 
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Crowds brave inclement 
weather on the Mall, left, in 
Hyde Park, above, and to 
watch the coronation on 
screens at Windsor Castle 


to celebrate the new reign 


Gloomy skies and drizzle could not dampen the fervour of the crowds or drown out rousing renditions of God Save the King 


Hugo Daniel 


Dressed in cheap plastic ponchos and 
rain macs, the thousands who lined the 
procession route stood stoically waiting 
for a glimpse of their King — some using 
the flags they had bought to wave to keep 
dry instead. 

Four women dressed in Union Jack 
macs who had travelled from Jersey on 
Friday drank cans of Pimm’s in the driz- 
zle at 9.50am. 

Janet Mariscal, 79, a retired telephon- 
ist, had watched Elizabeth 115 coronation 
on television at a neighbour’s house 
when she was ten. “I don’t remember it 
raining, but I know it did that day as well,” 
she recalled. “Whatever the weather 


Were 
British, 
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we're British and it’s fine, we don’t 
mind.” Her friend Geraldine Cardwell, 
51, an IT worker, added: “We came 
because we want to be part of history 
and part of the atmosphere. I want to 
say I was here.” 

The King and Queen came past in the 
Diamond Jubilee State Coach shortly 
before 1lam. Patty Riebe, 66, who had 
travelled from Connecticut in the US 
with three friends, filmed it on her 
phone. “I got a quick glimpse so Pm 
happy,” she said. “It’s exciting because 
it’s part of thousands of years of history 
— sucha long time.” 

Once the royals had reached West- 
minster Abbey, people in the crowd 
began to try to watch the service on 


their phones, wiping raindrops off their 
screens. Many struggled to find a signal 
and had to make do with listening to the 
ceremony blaring out from speakers put 
up along the road. 

Outside the Red Lion pub, opposite the 
Foreign Office on Parliament Street, sev- 
eral people sat on benches and among 
the puddles on the pavement to connect 
10 the pub’s wi-fi. 1 managed to watch the 
King being crowned on the iPad of Isaac 
Ng, 39, who held an umbrella over us in 
his other hand. 

He told me that his wife was watching 
on TV at home in Stratford, east London, 
but he wanted to come up and see it in 
person. “Everyone’s talking about it and I 
thought I’d come up and celebrate and 


enjoy the spirit and vibe here in White- 
hall. I’m glad I did it,” said Ng, a software 
engineer who moved to London from 
Hong Kong in 2021. 

As the King was crowned, a large cheer 
and spontaneous renditions of God Save 
the King were belted out on the street and 
inside the pub. The rain continued relent- 
lessly throughout the ceremony, and a 
mood of despondency briefly seemed 
to descend as the crowd waited for 
the royals to head back to Buckingham 
Palace — and another sighting of the 
monarch. 

When the procession began again, 
children went back on parents’ shoul- 
ders, Union Jacks were removed from 
heads and waved again, and as the Gold 
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State Coach came into view, the rain 
eased to a slight drizzle. Clapping and 
loud chants of “hip hip hooray” rang out. 
Prince Louis’s enthusiastic waving from 
his carriage delighted the spectators and 
seemed to get an even louder cheer than 
the new monarch. 

Afterwards, a group of six women 
sipped champagne in plastic flutes on the 
pavement. They had spent the night on 
camping chairs in sleeping bags but said 
they had loved every minute. Paula Wil- 
son, 58, said: “We didn’t mind the rain 
today. We just wore our ponchos. We 
honestly didn’t really notice it. Lots of 
people had umbrellas. We loved it. We 
really did. It’s very British, isn’t it? The 
pomp and pageantry, even in the rain.” 


Christina Lamb 
Mum won a ticket 70 years ago. She was just as excited yesterday 


ora 13-year-old 
schoolgirl growing up 
in postwar austerity in 
acouncil house in 
southwest London, it 
was a golden ticket. 
Every London school 
was allocated places 
for two children in each year 
group to watch the Queen’s 
coronation parade froma 
special enclosure. At Lady 
Margaret School, a Church of 
England girls’ school in 
Parsons Green, west London, 
Anne Wilson was the first 
name pulled out of the hat. 

“Twas so lucky — I couldn’t 
believe it,” she said, 
launching into a story I had 
heard before. For that girl 
was my mum. Almost 70 
years later she was just as 
excited watching the King’s 
coronation at home, 
homemade red, white and 
blue fairy cakes at the ready. 

Just like yesterday, it was 
raining at dawn on June 2, 
1953, as the young Anne left 
home dressed in her school 
uniform of black jacket with 
red stripes, matching skirt 
and black beret with a red 
Tudor rose, a pack of ham 
sandwiches in her bag. 

“We had to get the bus at 
5am to meet our teachers,” 
she recalled. 

The Queen’s procession 


was longer than the route 
taken by King Charles, and 
London schoolchildren had a 
viewing area on the 
Embankment. 

“It was a cold, drizzly day, 
butit was very exciting, as 
we'd never witnessed 
anything like that in our lives,” 
said Anne. 

“We lived ina black-and- 
white world— newspapers 
were black and white, films 
were black and white — so the 
colour really hit you. 

“We were very excited 
when the procession started. 
All the marching bands in 
scarlet and gold braid, and 
royalty and dignitaries from 
around the world... started 
coming along. We had made 
periscopes to be able to see 
everything, and we had 
programmes so we could 
identify people. We cheered 
and cheered. 

“The parade seemed to go 
on for miles,” she added. “It 
was fabulous.” There was 
another difference: “No 
mobiles — and no selfies!” 

Many of the dignitaries 
were in closed cars because 
of the weather, so Anne’s 
most vivid memory is of 
Queen Salote of Tonga in an 
open limousine. “She was 
such a statuesque figure 
[6ft 3in], standing up and 
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waving enthusiastically to all 
us children. 

“When the actual royal 
family started coming, they 
were easier to identify,” she 
said. “We were wowed by 
Princess Margaret in her 
carriage — she looked so 
beautiful. We’d never seen 
her in colour, her chestnut 
hair so glossy and her make- 
up immaculate — some of our 
teachers were crying with 
emotion. Then, finally, the 
Queen in a golden carriage 
pulled by eight white horses, 
with her regal wave, looking 
so majestic and gorgeous in 
her white satin dress. 

“We had just emerged 
from wartime austerity and 
still had rationing of things 
like butter and meat. Our 
lives were devoid of any 
luxuries. My dad was a bridge 
inspector for London 
Transport and I was one of 
five children — so this hada 
huge impact.” 

Watching yesterday ona 
giant screen she had fitted in 
the living room for my late 
father, Ken, who was visually 
impaired, brought back 
memories. “It’s so beautiful, 
so emotional,” she said as 
Charles and Camilla stepped 
out of the Diamond Jubilee 
State Coach and entered 
Westminster Abbey. 


Christina Lamb with Anne, who saw the 1953 procession 
from a special children’s viewing area on the Embankment 


She was also forthright. 
“What on earth has he got 
on?” she asked as Charles was 
divested of his robes for the 
anointing. “It looks like a 
nightshirt.” But she loved the 
music, waving her Union Jack 
to the rousing rendition of 
Handel’s Zadok the Priest. 

“Ts that Penny Mordaunt?” 
she exclaimed as the former 
Tory leadership candidate 
stepped forward in a gold- 
embroidered cape, holding 
up asword. “She looks like a 
cross between an airline 
stewardess and an Egyptian 
empress.” By then we had 
been watching for hours, and 
Anne never goes long without 
offers of food. “Anyone want 
a cup of tea or a cake?” she 
asked, handing round the 
fairy cakes. 

After the presentation of 
swords, a golden priestly 
scarf, the royal stole, was 
brought to the King. “Wow, 
I'd like to see that up close,” 
she said. “You can’t see his 
nightshirt now,” she added. 
“That’s one good thing.” 

We watched the golden orb 
being brought to him and 
taken. Then the royal ring. 
“Chubby fingers!” she 
commented. Then the white 
coronation glove. 

Finally St Edward’s Crown 
was placed on his head anda 


trumpet voluntary sounded 
from the abbey’s rafters. “Oh, 
I love the trumpets,” she said. 
“I feel as if I’m there.” 

By then Anne was singing 
along. “I know these are hard 
times again and royals cost a 
lot of money, but they bring 
in income -- tourists — and 
people like it,” she said. “We 
love pageantry in this country 
and we're very good at it. 

“He looks tired,” she added 
as the King stood up. “That 
crown is supposed to weigh a 
ton. I guess it was easier for 
the Queen at 27 than him at 
74.” This from a woman of 83 
who had just come back from 
travelling round Sri Lanka in 
a minibus with friends. 

At last the ceremony was 
over and the newly crowned 
King and Queen climbed into 
the Gold State Coach to 
return to the palace in the 
biggest military procession 
since the one Anne had 
watched in 1953. “Oh I wish I 
was there now,” my mother 
sighed. “At least I’m in the 
country,” she added. “Not like 
when the Queen died.” 

My mum has taken to 
travelling after years of caring 
for my ailing father. She was 
ona Saga cruise in Egypt last 
September, and on a group 
visit to an ancient tomb, 
when one of her companions 


received a text to say the 
Queen had died. Everyone 
was shocked, and some 
started crying, leaving the 
Egyptian guide unsure what 
to do. “We loved the Queen,” 
Anne said. “But I think 
Charles will do a good job. 
He’s waited long enough.” 

But she said there were far 
bigger crowds and more 
street parties for the Queen’s 
coronation. “Everyone was 
caught up in it,” she said. 
“And that day has stayed with 
me all my life.” 

When she got home from 
central London, her local 
street party was winding 
down. “There were just a few 
sausage rolls and a bit of 
trifle, and then I got invited to 
watch the ceremony ina 
private house across the road 
where my friend lived. Her 
family had just bought a TV — 
the only people we knew who 
had one. It was a tiny black- 
and-white screen, just nine 
inches, in a huge wooden 
cabinet, and we all crowded 
round. Some people held up 
magnifying glasses to see 
better. Afterwards they made 
a film of the coronation and 
we all went to the cinema to 
watch. Those were very 
different days.” 

With that, she went to 
make lunch. 
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Former PMs at the abbey, left, included Theresa May, 
Gordon Brown and David Cameron, left; John Major and 
Tony Blair, above; Boris Johnson and Liz Truss, below. 
Top, Rishi Sunak and his wife, Akshata Murty 


Quentin Letts 
Hugs and hoopla — the politicos could have been at a disco 


illiam Walton’s Crown 
Imperial, that billowing 
paradigm of British 
musical pomp, was 
swelling just when the 
European Union’s big 
shots, led by Ursula von 
der Leyen, arrived via the 
abbey’s cloisters. Pure coincidence, that 
timing, of course. And then, at the West 
Door, two motorcades unloaded the 
political has-beens: our former prime 
ministers. Both Sir John Major and Sir 
Tony Blair were in their Garter chains, 
making them look like Trumpton 
mayors. Such was the historic day that 
Gordon Brown and David Cameron 
shook hands. Boris Johnson’s shirt collar 
was, inevitably, askew and Lady May was 
ina white coat and orange titfer that 
made her resemble a tangerine 
meringue. Who was that behind them? 
Oh yes, Liz Truss. 
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Among the guests arriving at Westminster Abbey were Brigitte Macron, w 
Pippa Middleton, the brother and sister of the Princess of Wales; and Jill Biden, the US first lady, who visited Downing Street on Friday 


Coronations are, for politicians, 
another networking opportunity. As 
congregants found their seats, various of 
Westminster’s dodgers and card sharks 
mingled and schmoozed. Grant Shapps 
was still consulting his mobile telephone 
as he arrived at the church door. Tom 
Tugendhat had so many medals on his 
chest, he must have been collecting 
Kellogg’s tokens all year. Michael Gove 
held a disreputable raincoat and flashed 
his eyes at various allies. 

Among Whitehall’s illuminati one 
found Antonia Romeo, permanent 
secretary at the Ministry of Justice. 
Having just dispatched Dominic Raab to 
the glue factory, she looked radiant. 
Simon Case, who at the time of writing is 
still the cabinet secretary, wore the 
whiskers and wary look of an ocelot. 
Above this neuralgia soared the glorious 
South African diva Pretty Yende, singing 
Sarah Class’s Sacred Fire. 


ife of the French presi 


Rory Stewart, the one-time Tory 
leadership hopeful, had been to his 
dressing-up box and earned envious 
glances with an ornate jacket that was 
part-Flashman, part-pantomime 
Buttons. Andy Street, mayor of the West 
Midlands, was for once without his MP 
consort Michael Fabricant and had to 
make do with the former cabinet 
secretary Lord Butler. 

Gyles Brandreth was there. Of course 
he was. Gyles is at everything. He 
chatted to the political thriller writer 
Lord Dobbs. Suella Braverman, the 
home secretary, clip-clopped past in 
high heels, an explosion of net-curtain 
on her head. 

Andy Burnham, the mayor of Greater 
Manchester, greeted Labour’s Baroness 
Merron with such hugs and hoopla, they 
could have been at a disco. Talking of 
music, Lord Lloyd-Webber was in a knot 
of composers near Sir Bryn Terfel — what 
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a voice -- and the composer Sir Karl 
Jenkins, who has the best mutton chops 
in the kingdom. Lloyd-Webber’s new 
treatment of Psalm 98 was a musical 
highlight. But the Queen’s son Tom 
Parker Bowles’s face during the gospel 
boogie-woogie act said it all. 

Sir Lindsay Hoyle, Speaker of the 
Commons, was preceded by his sergeant 
at arms. The train of Hoyle’s robes was 
borne by his secretary. She looked a little 
uncertain about it, as if she was holding 
some wet washing. Most, though not all, 
of the men wore uniform or morning 
coats or, in the case of Scotland’s new 
first minister Humza Yousaf, a dashing 
kilt. 

For the mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, 
it was a cocktail-lounge, smoke-blue 
lounge suit sort of day. As Khan was 
being taken towards his pew he kept 
breaking away to squeeze 
acquaintances’ arms and say cooee to 


mates. Incorrigible. The only one to 
match him was the Canadian prime 
minister, Justin Trudeau, sashaying in 
like a supermodel, acknowledging well- 
wishers who may quite possibly have 
been entirely imagined. 

Up in the quire, Sir Keir Starmer was 
placed next to the Lib Dem leader, Sir Ed 
Davey. They sing from much the same 
hymn sheet, after all. Rishi Sunak read 
the first lesson. He had pretty much 
memorised it. Elsewhere Lord Soames, 
once Charles’s Falstaff, sat shrunken 
next to Earl Peel, who owns much of 
Yorkshire. 

Foreign visitors included France’s 
President Macron, who walked up the 
cloisters with his wife Brigitte on his 
arm. Macron’s fist was tightly clenched. 
Could it have been something Madame 
Macron said? 

One searched in vain for John Bercow. 
Odd that a former Commons Speaker 


should have slipped off the guest list. But 
Andrew Tremlett, the Dean of St Paul’s 
whom Bercow once turned down as his 
chaplain, was there. There is justice in 
the world. 

The lord mayor of London held a little 
hand mace that could have been a 
lollipop. And then the procession 
arrived and we learnt that Brunhilde 
lives. Penny Mordaunt, braided and 
bladed like that Old Norse goddess 
princess, wielded the great Sword of 
State and stole the political honours. 
Had there been a flicker of trouble, she’d 
have swiped its head off there and then 
with that mighty brand. 

Forearms of steel were required to 
keep the sword straight but she was the 
right woman for the task. Attired in teal, 
with her hair barleycorned and prow 
thrust firmly to the fore, HMS Mordaunt 
will have won a whole new legion of 
supporters with this stately display. 
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Abbey dress code: a rainbow 
of properly polite pastels 


Karen Dacre 
Fashion Director 


Achance to attend the 
coronation brings with it 
quite a dressing dilemma. 
Throw in the endless drizzle 
and you had yourself a 
fashion migraine. Did you go 
boldly in a vibrant print — 
sidestepping any worry about 
overshadowing the main 
event — or stick to the sanctity 
of the black dress? 

The most memorable 
guests did neither, offering a 
rainbow of properly polite 
pastels to welcome their new 
monarch to the throne. With 
everything from primrose 
yellow to duck egg blue and 
champagne pink on display 
inside the cathedral, the 
collective fashion mood 
was the wearable equivalent 
of a royal wave — clothes 
that were cheerful, joy- 
inducing, even, but not 
ostentatious. 

It was the same story for 
hats, with the most successful 
choices — spherical saucer 
shapes, worn to one side — 
taking precedence over 
anything that an untrained 


eye might consider a 
laughable offence. 

Leading in the style stakes 
were Queen Letizia of Spain, 
who wore a bubblegum pink 
jacket and pencil skirt 
combination to attend the 
event, and Pippa Middleton, 
who chose a coat dress in her 
older sister’s favourite shade 
of primrose. 

Other cupcake-coloured 
attendees included Joe 
Biden’s grand-daughter 
Finnegan, also in lemon, and 
Zara Tindall, who worea 
powder blue ensemble by the 
British designer Laura Green. 
There was also the curveball 
guest-list addition of Katy 
Perry, who turned up on the 
arm of the Vogue editor 
Edward Enninful sporting 
bespoke Vivienne Westwood 
inashade so sugary that one 
couldn’t help but think about 
a trip to the dentist. 

This was a masterclass in 
diplomatic dressing, during 
which a determination to 
adhere to protocol took 
precedence over any 
personal need to win praise, 
or rack up social media likes. 

Hem heights were low — on 


the knee or below — anda 
fitted silhouette witha 
nipped in or belted waist 
prevailed. Modest necklines, 
as demonstrated by the prime 
minister’s wife, Akshata 
Murty, who chose a round 
neck dress in eau de nil, were 
also a frontrunner. 

In decisions that the late 
Queen would have approved 
of, florals were almost 
entirely absent — considered 
by most to be too gauche to 
wash in Westminster. She was 
a pastel enthusiast who 
steered clear of print because 
it looked messy in pictures. 

If it all sounds a little on the 
dull side, that is because it 
was supposed to be. After all, 
coronation outfits are like 
high school memories- you 
only remember the bad ones. 

It is not good news, then, 
for Theresa May, who, 
highlighted by an unforgiving 
BBC camera, peered out from 
under an orange bucket hat 
and floral embroidered coat 
looking more overdressed 
Paddington bear than polite 
in pastel. Liz Truss, a beacon 
of bad taste in tangerine, also 
missed the memo. 
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Eclectic, soaring: who needs Eurovision? 


SUNDAY TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER RICHARD POHLE 
፡ ርጋ 


There were 48 pieces of music played at the abbey, 
including 12 new compositions. But Andrew Lloyd 
Webber's bespoke anthem wasn't quite a joyful noise 


RICHARD 
MORRISON 


— S ሇፒቲፒስክፒፎመክ፡. 
Chief Culture Writer of The Times 


Forget the Eurovision Song Contest. 
Welcome to the Coronation Stakes: a 
musical competition as sumptuously 
choreographed and costumed as that 
small event in Liverpool this week, and 
just as competitively performed by some 
of Britain’s top classical music soloists 
and ensembles. It was almost as long 
too: no fewer than 48 pieces of music (I 
counted them in and out), spread over 
four hours before, during and after the 
service in Westminster Abbey. 

The music was an eclectic mixture of 
Tudor, Victorian, Edwardian (the King’s 
favourite bits, I would guess) and the 
completely new. It was also overwhelm- 
ingly British, from William Byrd and 
Thomas Weelkes (both of whom died 
400 years ago) to the inevitable Elgar and 
Vaughan Williams, though a couple of 
items from that faraway place called 
mainland Europe did creep in. 

From the Greek Orthodox Church 
there was Byzantine chant, sonorously 
intoned by, well, Byzantine chanters. 
That was apparently to honour the mem- 


bling dignitaries and listeners to BBC 
Radio 3. 

Which was a pity, because there was 
much to enjoy. A film and TV composer 
new to me, Sarah Class, wrote a gor- 
geously lyrical ballad, Sacred Fire, which 
was wonderfully sung by the South 
African soprano Pretty Yende. Roderick 
Williams went into full birdsong-in-the- 
shires mode for his variation on the hymn 
Be Thou My Vision. And an amazing organ 
piece by Iain Farrington, called Voices of 
the World, cleverly combined tunes from 
across the Commonwealth with Fats 
Waller-style jazz and boogie-woogie, and 
was virtuosically delivered by Matthew 
Jorysz. Few present could have heard a 
cathedral organ sound so inebriated. 

Other new pieces, however, came 
across as insubstantial when compared 
with what surrounded them. Not really 
surprising when the latter included stun- 
ning Bach and Bruckner from Sir John 
Eliot Gardiner’s Monteverdi Choir, and 
vibrant performances of such evergreens 
as Elgar’s Nimrod and Holst’s Jupiter, 
conducted by Pappano. 

Then, via a spine-tingling performance 
of Parry’s 1902 coronation classic I Was 
Glad (incorporating startling shouts of 
“Vivat Regina Camilla!” from Westmin- 
ster School scholars), we were into the 
service proper. The sight of mingled boys 
and girls in the choir, for the first time in 
coronation history, was heartwarming, 


ory of Prince Philip. And just after the Sir John Eliot 
King was crowned there was a fabulous Gardiner leads 
blaze of noise in the shape of a fanfareby his Monteverdi 
Richard Strauss. If you want a blast of Choir. The 
brassy pomp to match the climactic Ascension Choir 
moment in a British coronation, you performed 
can’t beat a German composer. Alleluia, while 
But what the music world really Bryn Terfel was ing if not impassioned leading Paul 
wanted to hear, and dissect mercilessly, impassionedand Mealor’s typically lush Welsh setting of 
were the new pieces by 12 specially com- Pretty Yende was the Kyrie, but I’m not sure that Debbie 
missioned composers. Just as much as wonderful Wiseman’s Alleluia for the specially 


but even more so the glorious sound 
produced under Andrew Nethsingha’s 
nerveless direction by the massed 
choristers of Westminster Abbey, the 
Chapel Royal, Truro Cathedral and the 
Methodist College in Belfast. 

The new pieces? Bryn Terfel was noth- 


Eurovision, this was a contest, fierce and 
passionate, to see who could best tickle 
the ears of the King — not to mention a tel- 
evision audience expected to exceed by 
some distance Eurovision’s puny 200 
million viewers. 

At least, that was the prize for those 
composers included in the service itself. 
But just as in football, the Coronation 
Stakes turned out to have a premier 
league and a kind of Division 2. The six 
composers in the first category, who 
of course included Lord Lloyd- 
Webber, had their pieces heard by 
the King and that huge global TV 
audience. For the other six, how- 
ever, the exposure was, shall we 
say, more parochial. Their pieces 
were premiered in the abbey by 
the Coronation Orchestra (a terrific 
all-star band comprising players from 
eight different orchestras, conducted 
by Sir Antonio Pappano) in a pre-corona- 
tion concert, heard only by the assem- 


recruited Ascension Choir was the most 
gripping piece of gospel music that could 
have been selected. I loved Roxanna Pan- 
ufnik’s Sanctus and Tarik O’Regan’s 
Agnus Dei, though — both bringing a wel- 
come degree of aural mysticism into the 
service. Sadly, Lloyd Webber’s anthem, 
Make a Joyful Noise, isn’t one 1 will rush to 
hear again, if indeed it receives a second 
performance. The remedy for writing a 


Me 


banal tune is not to repeat it in 
a different key with louder 
trumpets. 

Happily, it will be the 

fantastic performance of 

| Walton’s Te Deum that 

| stays in my memory. 

| That was a truly joyful 

noise. I hope the assem- 

bled great and good took 

note of how superlatively 

Britain’s musicians rise to a big 

m occasion, and what we would 
= lose if we don’t support them. 


Julian Payne 
Camilla, the moderniser with an iPad, is the King’s secret weapon 


t was 70 years ago that the King 
attended his mother’s coronation at 
Westminster Abbey — June 2, 1953 — 
sat by his grandmother’s side as a 
four-year-old child. He once told me 
he could still remember the main 
events of that day clearly. 

As the King walked down the 
aisle on his way to be crowned, you 
could see the emotion in his eyes and 
also in the faces of those looking on as 
this symbolic moment had arrived. It felt 
electric and momentous to see this part 
of our history unfolding before our eyes. 
When the congregation sang the 
national anthem at the end, it felt as it 
the roof was going to come off. 

The service was the culmination of 
months of detailed weekly planning 
meetings for the King and Queen and 
their teams, usually held at Clarence 
House or Buckingham Palace. From my 
time working with them, I know Charles 
will have been writing copious notes in 
the margins of memos, and Camilla will 
have preferred to use her trusty iPad. 

The format of a coronation dates back 
to the 10th century, when it was the most 
important component in ensuring the 
crown was being placed on the correct 
head. While the events that took place 
yesterday were firmly rooted in those 
origins, they also bore the 
unmistakeable imprimatur of the King 
and Queen and a more modern age. 

Numerous aspects of this service, 
from the music to the dress code and the 
opening address by the King, were 
designed to create a more modern feel 
and to reflect the theme of service to 
others - something that sits at the heart 


of what he believes the role of sovereign 
should be. 

The guest list, more meritocracy than 
aristocracy, was born of his 
determination to see more of “the 
community of communities” that makes 
up Britain inside the abbey taking part, 
rather than outside looking on. The 
diverse mix of faces in the processions as 
well as in the congregation showed just 
how much the UK has changed over 
those past seven decades. 

This also applied to the faith groups, 
including Buddhist, Jewish, Muslim, 
Sikh and Hindu, that were represented 
in the service for the first time. This 
“everybody in” philosophy is a central 
element of the King’s approach, which 
aims to create a sense of integration and 
harmony wherever possible. 

While the coronation is the symbolic 
start of his reign, in reality the King has 
been in the role for almost eight months 
already. From looking back over that 
period, it is clear that while things have 
changed a great deal since the death of 
Queen Elizabeth IL, in many ways they 
have stayed the same. Ina sense this is at 
the heart of the way the monarchy 
operates - continuity rooted in duty and 
service to the nation, but all the time 
with subtle changes taking place to 
ensure the institution can continue to 
play a central role in public life. 

Those changes began happening 
almost immediately. On the day after the 
death of his mother, when the King and 
Queen returned to Buckingham Palace, 
the King decided that he wanted to meet 
the people outside the palace before 
seeing the politicians waiting inside. 


On arriving at the gates, he asked the 
car to stop outside the main entrance, 
where the crowds had been steadily 
growing. When he stepped out, despite 
the outpouring of sympathy they had 
experienced up to that point, nobody 
knew quite what the reaction would be 
to anew King’s arrival at Monarchy HQ. 
As it turned out, the crowds could not 
have been more welcoming. The instant 
cries of “God save the King” hada 
powerful and emotional impact on him 
and the Queen. 

When one of the wellwishers gave the 
King a hug before urging the Queen to 
“look after him for us”, it was an 
immediate example of how things would 
be done a little differently from now on. 
Those cries of “God save the King” took 
some time for him to adjust to. In fact, in 
the first weeks of his reign it took several 
attempts for the team to get his attention 
with the words “Your Majesty” — he was 
not used to the new title, which for so 
long had belonged to his mother. 

After the official mourning period, the 
King and Queen wanted to get round the 
country to meet people and to thank the 
teams that had been involved in 
Operation London Bridge, the 
codename given to the funeral plans for 
Queen Elizabeth. In those early visits 
they were enormously touched by the 
warm reception they were given by 
people who came in their thousands to 
greet them and to show their support. 

And it wasn’t just in the UK. The first 
overseas state visit, to Germany, was also 
aremarkable success, with 20,000 
people filling a rain-soaked city square in 
Hamburg to cheer their arrival. This show 


66 


It took some time 
for Charles’s 
team to get his 
attention with 
“Your Majesty’. He 
wasn't used to it 


of support also provided confirmation in 
government circles that the so-called soft 
power the royal family can offer UK plc is 
still very much in evidence. 

Things haven’t all been plain sailing, 
but it has been reassuring to see how 
sure-footed Charles and his team have 
been when problems have reared their 
heads. The incident at a Buckingham 
Palace reception involving a charity boss 
and a Palace representative was dealt 
with quickly and sensitively, with voices 
heard and a swift apology issued. The 
King’s support for an independent 
investigation of historic links between 
the royal family and the slave trade has 
also shown that he is not set on 
preserving the status quo at all costs but 
is willing to ask difficult questions. 

Given the amount of time he has had 
to prepare, it may not be a surprise that 
the King has shown the ability to adapt 
to his new role without missing a beat, 
but it has been interesting to see the 
Queen undergoing the transition just as 
seamlessly. She has brought a sense of 
the real world to her new role, which has 
delighted so many people. She will 
continue to shine a spotlight on 
important matters, such as domestic 
violence, female empowerment and 
literacy, as she has done for nearly 20 
years, but only in ways that can make a 
practical difference rather than simply 
as a figurehead. 

Her passion and determination to use 
her voice are already making an impact. 
During the recent debate about the re- 
editing of works by Roald Dahl, the 
Queen was keen to share her views on 
the matter. Despite some nervousness 


within the Palace, her carefully phrased 
advice in a speech to authors to “remain 
true to your calling, unimpeded by those 
who may wish to curb the freedom of 
your expression” resonated with a great 
many people including publishers, who 
in some cases began to rethink their 
approach to the whole editing 
endeavour. 

It is my own view that in the months 
and years to come we will see the Queen 
make an ever-larger contribution to 
public life — always respectful of the 
responsibilities that come with her 
duties as consort but carrying them out 
with dedication and a large dose of 
common sense that so clearly connects 
with the public at large. 

In some ways yesterday’s service was 
a salient reminder that we are still at the 
beginning of a new Carolean age, but I 
have also been struck by how quickly 
and naturally the nation seems to have 
adjusted to the change from mother to 
son as our head of state and the fortieth 
to be crowned in Westminster Abbey. 

To make something so momentous 
feel so natural takes a huge amount of 
work, and I doff my cap to all those 
involved. As the King and Queen embark 
on three busy days of coronation 
celebrations, I hope there will bea 
moment for them to reflect with some 
personal happiness and, Iam sure, a 
good degree of gratitude on how far we 
have all come in such a short period of 
time. 


Julian Payne was communications 
secretary to the Prince of Wales and the 
Duchess of Cornwall from 2016 to 2021 
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he Penny is mightier than the sword 


Holding a 3.6kg weapon 
for nearly an hour was no 
sweat for the Commons 
leader. Even Alastair 
Campbell was impressed 


Megan Agnew 


After nearly an hour holding an 8lb 
(3.6kg) sword, immediately next to the 
King and broadcast to millions, Penny 
Mordaunt did not break a sweat. 

As lord president of the privy council it 
was her job to carry the 17th-century 
silver-gilt sword of state — part of the 
Crown Jewels — into Westminster Abbey. 
A stony-faced Mordaunt held the sword 
for 51 minutes straight. 

During the service, social media was 
filled with posts about Mordaunt with 
some saying she was one of the stars of 
the show. Tony Blair’s former spin doc- 
tor, Alastair Campbell, tweeted: “Don’t 
let anyone ever say I never say anything 
positive about Tories ... 1 am in awe of 
Penny Mordaunt’s arm and shoulder 
strength!” 

Mordaunt, who is also leader of the 
House of Commons, told Matt Chorley on 
Times Radio that she had been doing 
press-ups and strength training and had 
practised with a weighted replica. 

Andrea Leadsom, the former cabinet 
minister who is a close friend and helped 
run her leadership campaigns, said: “She 
is extremely determined and very com- 
mitted to doing her best — and always 
with a smile on her face. It was no mean 
feat to hold that sword for so long and 
keep smiling. She wanted to make sure 
she did justice to the occasion.” 

For the first part of the service, Mor- 
daunt, 50, carried the sword in a scab- 
bard, which features moulds of lions, uni- 
corns and shamrocks, with a crimson red 
velvet covering — with a strap around her 


Penny Mordaunt, 
leader of the 
Commons, with 
the sword of 
offering, above, 
and the sword of 
state, which had 
a strap around 
her neck to take 
some of its weight 
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neck to take some of the weight. It was 
then exchanged for the jewelled sword of 
offering, which was made for George IV’s 
1821 coronation and is encrusted with 
2,141 diamonds, four rubies and 12 emer- 
alds. After being blessed by the arch- 
bishop, it was presented to the King by 
Mordaunt, the first woman in history to 
do so. It was later “redeemed” by Mor- 
daunt who carried it for the remainder of 
the service. 

“She has gravitas,” said Laura Round, 
who was Mordaunt’s special adviser until 


2019 and ran her leadership campaign 
last year. “She’s hard-working, disci- 
plined, resilient and has absolute compo- 
sure. I think people could see that.” 

No ceremonial uniform for a state 
occasion had ever been made for a 
female lord president, so Mordaunt paid 
for one to be made. She wanted “to come 
up with something that is modern and 
will give a firm nod to the heritage”. 

Her caped dress was designed by Safi- 
yaa and stitched with a fern motif — a nod 
to the privy council — by a specialist ate- 


lier, Hand and Lock, which works on 
clothes for the military, as well as the Net- 
flix Regency drama Bridgerton. The teal 
colour, called “Poseidon”, is a reference 
to her Portsmouth constituency. 

Fantasy fans and Game of Thrones 
watchers likened her online to a fictional 
warrior princess in “gladiator robes”, 
striding through the rain as manservants 
held umbrellas over her head. The Money 
Saving Expert Martin Lewis tweeted: “Is 
Penny Mordaunt the new Pippa Middle- 
ton? She has stolen the show!” 
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Registered Office: 1 Churchill Place, London E14 5HP. 
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The royal 
family, with 
the King and 
Queen's 
Pages, on 
the palace 
balcony for 
the flypast 


Extraordinary 
day for Britain’s 


ordinary heroes 


person but more unusual for other 
people than for me I would imagine, 
because I may have been the only person 
in the abbey who remembers Queen 


Katie Tarrant 


Buckingham Palace sent hundreds of 
coronation invitations to volunteers and 
charity workers, who were able to 
join world leaders and the royal 
family inside the abbey. Four of these 
“ordinary” people tell us about their 


Elizabeth being crowned. 


extraordinary day. working and everybody downed tools to 
watch every minute of it. 
Manju Malhi, 54 I was sitting in the nave and when the 


1 801 up at 4am to make sure 1 had time to 
get ready for the ceremony, meaning 


I only saw it on black and white televi- 
sion in 1953 so it’s difficult to compare, 
but there was more ceremony then. I was 


King passed me about half a yard away I 
thought he looked a bit nervous. 
I enjoyed the moment when William held 
his father’s hands and kissed him on the 
cheek because, up until now, there has 
not been that kind of public display of 
affection. It was reassuring to see. 

I had a quick word with Boris Johnson 
and Gordon Brown, who signed all the 
ladies’ certificates for our work at 
Bletchley Park. That was special. 

I felt tremendously privileged. I’ll need 
a bit of time to recover as I’ve got to get 
ready for my 100th birthday on Saturday. 
Pm having a big ballroom party at 
Bletchley where I’m launching my book — 
so now it is my turn to entertain. 


Max Woosey, 13, the Boy in the Tent 
Waking up at 5.30am was absolutely hor- 
rible — but the experience was totally 
worth it. History is one of my favourite 
subjects, I love learning about everything 
from the Romans to the First World War, 
so getting the chance to be there and look 
around the incredible abbey meant a lot. 


Even my friends were interested in the 
fact I was invited, because it’s such a huge 
moment for the country. 

Before the ceremony I was wondering 
what it would be like sitting there for 
three hours without food or anything 
much to do, but the people around us 
were lovely. My dad was there and it felt 
like a boys’ trip. He joined the military 
shortly after leaving school and dedicated 
his whole life to serving the late 
Queen. I’m so proud of him and 
I was pleased to share the 
moment with him. I did receive 
a medal for my charity work, but ‘ss 
he’s got eight. And mine 
was for sleeping in a tent 
—there’s a difference. 

The only celebrities I 
recognised straight 
away were Ant and Dec 
(I’ve watched a lot of 
Britain’s Got Talent). I 
walked up to them 
quite calmly, telling 
myself “it’s just Ant 


grr 


and Dec”, but then I started freaking out! 
They were lovely. 


Robert Hunningher, 45 
From the moment I set foot in the abbey, 
it felt like being on a film set — the experi- 
ence felt larger than life. You felt the sense 
of occasion immediately and it left me 
wondering what Pd do if my chair broke. 
I had David Dimbleby on one side, 
Lionel Richie on the other 
and Katy Perry an arm’s 
length away. Everybody 
was socialising and it did 
not feel like the celebrities 
were above the others 
who had been 
invited, though Ant 
and Dec received 
almost 8 similar 
reception to the 


royals them- 
selves. 
The three 


hours waiting for 
the ceremony to 


start gave myself and other charity and 
community representatives a chance to 
share ideas. One even gave me a recom- 
mendation for where I could get better 
cups for my soup kitchen and I realised 
that this was the King’s intention — to 
bring people together for a greater cause. 

When the King and Queen walked in, 
despite the robes and regalia, they 
seemed more humble than usual. The 
look on his face read: “Thank God, this 
day has come.” It made me feel emotional. 
Can you imagine after all those years 
thinking about filling his mother’s shoes? 

I did feel desperately sorry for Prince 
Harry. He walked out on his own slightly 
red-faced, like an angry teenager, and I 
feel it would’ve been so nice for him and 
William to have had a hug in the end. 

Pm still pinching myself that I was 
invited, and can see my mum looking 
down on me and smiling with pride. 


Max Woosey went to the coronation 
with his father Major Mark Woosey, 
who has eight medals to his son’s one 


there was no time for breakfast. Pd 
planned my outfit weeks in advance — an 
Indo-Western outfit designed by British- 
Indian fashion designer Geeta Handa, 
which is royal blue and 1940s style, in 
tribute to Charles’s birth year. I had just 
half a cup of tea to get me going. 

I met my fellow British Empire Medal 
recipients attending, and we’ve created a 
WhatsApp group to stay in touch. We 
were like a team and developed a togeth- 
erness in the hour we had together. 

I met Hollywood royalty as well, as I 
was sitting next to Greg Wise and Emma 
Thompson. She was really lovely. She had 
the odd cough and, after the ceremony, 
we shared some throat soothers — me 
being a chef, I usually carry food, and 
thankfully this time I had these pastels. 

After the ceremony I got a bit lost look- 
ing for the loos and suddenly people with 
black umbrellas were offering me cham- 
pagne and canapés. I realised Pd ended 
up in the area designated for heads of 
state. When I went to leave, staff asked 
me: “What about your carriage?” I said: 
“It’s okay, I’m going to walk.” 

The sermon was so good that I made a 
note of one message: “Live your life for 
the sake of others.” 


66 


Waking 
up at 
5.30am 
was 
horrible 
—but 

it was 
totally 
worthit 


Betty Webb, 99 
Getting an invitation was quite unex- 
pected. As I was opening the envelope, I 
thought it was an early 100th birthday 
card. I was so surprised. I have been to 
garden parties at Buckingham Palace 
over the years, but never thought I would 
get a seat at this kind of celebration. 

It was a bit overwhelming to see it in 
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I could hear the sounds of 
bagpipes from just outside 
Kelvingrove Park. It was lam 
and as the King was being 
crowned a pro-independence 
rally was starting in Glasgow. 

England and Scotland have 
been in political union since 
1707 but they have shared a 
monarch since 1603. 
Balmoral Castle in 
Aberdeenshire was the 
cherished summer home of 
the late Queen. It is a private 
property of the monarch, not 
owned by the Crown Estate. 

The official position of the 
SNP is to retain the monarch 
as head of state of an 
independent Scotland. But 
Humza Yousaf, the party’s 
new chief, is a republican. So, 
too, is Stephen Flynn, SNP 
leader in Westminster. And as 
I walked through the rally, I 
didn’t hear any pro- 
monarchy voices. 

Last year a poll by the 
think tank British Future 
found that only 45 per cent of 
people in Scotland said they 
wanted to retain the 
monarchy — less than the 
60 per cent overall in the UK. 

I followed the rally from 


Kelvingrove to Glasgow 
Green. The bagpipes were 
resonant. The drums 
confidently struck. A swarm 
of Scottish flags were waved. I 
could see placards and 
T-shirts with the words “Not 
my King” and “Abolish the 
monarchy”. 

As I walked with the march 
I heard chants of “you can 
stick your coronation up your 
arse”. I saw a mixture of ages 
— middle-aged and older 
people, but also a girl of 
about ten screaming “What 
do we want?” and a crowd 
responding “Scottish 
independence!” “When do 
we want it?” “Now!”. 

There was meant to bea 
crowd of 20,000 but two 
police security officers I 
spoke to claimed it was less 
than 10,000. 

Alex Salmond was the star. 
When he arrived at Glasgow 
Green, hordes of people were 
desperate to get a selfie. I 
chatted briefly to a young 
man called Robert, who 
works in policy for Salmond’s 
Alba Party. Robert told me 
the march was a deliberate 
riposte to the coronation: “All 
that pomp and ceremony in 
Westminster.” 


Protest arrests ‘tactic 
of totalitarianism’ 


Dipesh Gadher 
and Charlie Parker 


Police were accused of using 
“totalitarian” tactics after 
arresting 52 people ina series 
of pre-emptive strikes during 
the coronation. 

Graham Smith, head of 
Republic, the anti-monarchist 
group, and five fellow 
protesters were detained just 
after 7am near Trafalgar 
Square. Just Stop Oil said 18 of 
its activists were detained at 
about 9.30am in The Mall and 


Whitehall. In Hackney, east 
London, Animal Rising, the 
animal rights offshoot of 
Extinction Rebellion, said 14 
members were arrested . A 
spokesman said none had 
been planning to travel to 
Westminster. “This is nothing 
short of a totalitarian 
crackdown on free speech,” 
he added. The Met also 
arrested two women anda 
man in Soho at 2am on 
Saturday over suspicions that 
rape alarms may be used to 
cause disruption. 
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Celebrities at the 
abbey included, 
from left, Dame 
Joanna Lumley; 
the Australian 
musician Nick 
Cave, who 
arrived alongside 
the former 
Archbishop of 
Canterbury, 
Rowan Williams; 
tottering pop star 
Katy Perry; Ant 
and Dec, who 
were typically 
chipper; anda 
high-spirited 
Dame Emma 
Thompson 


A medieval news script, told by vicars 


TVanchors grappled with 
the bracelets of sincerity, 
while the cameras 
zoomed in on two slightly 
unsure septuagenarians 


CAMILLA 
LONG 


Who'd have thought it? Coronations are 
so difficult to film. If I were to say what the 
whole thing most reminded me of, it 
would be a porn set: lots of people in 
weird costumes, reciting lines they don’t 
appear to understand, while everyone 
gasped and focused on one poor 
performer wearing a truly torrid set of 
objects. 

It felt incredibly, mesmerisingly intru- 


Specsavers stores are owned and run 
by opticians and audiologists. So, you'll 


sive — what you really needed wasn’t a 
camera but a hospital endoscope. So 
much for royalty complaining about their 
privacy: it felt as if there was no such 
thing as “too close”. 

Again and again we zoomed in on two 
slightly unsure septuagenarians who 
looked as if they thought they were off to 
a jolly country lunch but got distracted 
and, suddenly, they’re being crowned on 
national television sitting on the “stone of 
destiny”. 

Both Charles and Camilla seemed nerv- 
ous, tottering into the church shortly 
before ilam. You couldn’t help, as a 
viewer, comparing this state occasion to 
the last one: the Queen’s funeral. Whereas 
that was a full-blooded, ashen, Wagner 
symphony with soaring camera work, this 
was a polite parlour game: a twiddling bit 
of Handel. We got maybe a single grand 
shot down from the top of the abbey. 

And, look, I don’t mind Handel. It’s 
lighter, jollier, less judgmental. But her 
magnificent send-off cast a shadow. Yes- 
terday’s ceremony lacked hauteur and 
dominion; there was no sense that any- 
thing had happened; the abbey felt 
almost too small, filled with people like 


Katy Perry and the man from Stereo- 
phonics. Nothing dates like celebrities. 

It began early in the morning, with 
anchors fluffing themselves in booths 
along The Mall. Everyone adopted a soft, 
sing-songy “coronation voice”, which is 
just like their “funeral voice” but with 
added smize. The quality of anecdotage 
was unusually dire. On the BBC there was 
a pre-prepared interview with Barbra 
Streisand about Charles once sipping her 
cup of tea. All of these stories follow the 


Kirsty Young led the BBC’s coverage 
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same formula. A mega celebrity is filmed, 
in low lighting, in some bar/indoor 
cinema/intimate Oprah-style bungalow 
space/recording studio, where they will 
recall the first moment they met “his 
Majesty the King”. 

It’s always the same: they’ll be doing 
something perfectly normal, like taking a 
trip, or eating a meal, and do you know 
what, the King just joined in! He simply 
put something in his mouth! India Hicks, 
one of Princess Diana’s bridesmaids, 
could not get over the time the King had 
to “get out” of a boat. He literally put one 
leg over the edge and walked to the shore! 
And we think it’s the royals who are 
weird. 

It is at times like this when the group 
delusion becomes suffocating. Television 
becomes anti-television. Channels des- 
perately try, or claim to try, to reflect the 
“mood of the nation” but because the 
mood is “what a weird thing to happen”, 
they end up just making the coronation 
look how they want it to look, which in 
the case of the BBC is a load of luvvies, 
plus any medallioned black or ethnic 
minority member of the House of Lords 
they can book. Oh, and Jamie Oliver, 


Opticians and owners 


looking like an escaped groom with a 
hangover, telling people to check out the 
coronation recipes on his website. “You 
can find the recipes in all the usual 
places,” he trilled. I don’t need to tell you 
that it makes for a pretty loopy picture of 
“modern Britain”. 

In the church there was more 
“modern Britain’: an extraordinary 
collection of “people from all walks of 
life”. Jonathan Dimbleby, performing a 
piece to camera for ITV after the 
ceremony, told us, as if shouting over a 
hurricane, that he had been seated 
between two people from Asda (I think) 
and someone in prisons. 

On the screen we watched the minor 
royals appear, following the heads of 
state. Cherie Blair, like a Kipling’s cake; 
Penny Mordaunt, like a hostess who’d 
escaped from a superyacht fair in Sochi: 
she was the star of the show. She stood, 
for a whole two hours, at times holding a 
sword the size of an oar in the middle of 
the ceremonial carpet, which was bright 
yellow: slightly nicotine-ish. Was that to 
soothe Camilla? 

Ahead of the anointings, the anchors 
had tried valiantly to grapple with his- 


“The spoon is what I want you to 
look at here,” breathed someone. There 
was lisping about “the sacrarium”. Then 
there were the “bracelets of sincerity and 
wisdom” and “the robe of righteousness 
and the garments of salvation”. Actually, 
I think those last ones were announced 
by a member of the clergy: the ceremony 
is basically a medieval news script nar- 
rated by vicars. 

Clare Balding, covering the procession 
of carriages, didn’t quite know how to 
deliver the material. She’s used to Crufts, 
speaking about everything as if it’s a toy 
dog. “You see the handrails there?” she 
enthused as the bright gold coronation 
coach trundled by. Oh Clare, don’t be 
chatty! Just give us the solid unalloyed 
historical facts, like they do on GB News. 

I found Nigel Farage’s coverage, with 
David Starkey, hilarious. I turned it on at 
one point to find Starkey shrieking away 
with the channel’s fashion correspond- 
ent (yes) over Kate’s tiara. “Quite what is 
modern about a headdress made of silver 
bullion, I do not know,” he sassed. At 
another point he hissed: “I don’t see how 
a fascinator works with robes.” Giggling 
and bitching: that’s more like it. 


POLITICS 


Keir Starmer is chipping away, but knows ከር must do more to topple the Tories. Meanwhile, despite last week's 
drubbing, the PM will stick to his script — because he has little alternative, write Tim Shipman and Harry Yorke 


hen Sir Keir Starmer 
arrived at Southside, 
Labour Party headquar- 
ters, at noon on Friday he 
looked out at a sea of 
exhausted yet jubilant 
workers. “I can see a lot of 
tired-looking eyes but a lot 
of happy faces,” he told party staff as the 
local election results flooded in. “I know 
how long you’ve waited for nights like 
this. Doesn’t it feel good to be back on the 
march? Doesn’t it feel good to win?” 

There were cheers of relief and joy. For 
the third set of local elections in a row, 
the Labour leader had moved his party 
forwards. Some of those in the room who 
disapproved of Jeremy Corbyn’s brief 
window of success had not celebrated on 
this scale since Tony Blair’s time. 

With the coronation about to over- 
shadow promising results, the communi- 
cations team seized on early returns, esti- 
mates of the national vote share and the 
swing against the government to pro- 
claim that Labour was on course to wina 
majority in the general election expected 
in September or October next year. The 


results were far worse than the Conserva- 
tives had expected, while in key areas 
Labour had made promising advances. 
But as the counting wore on it was also 
clear that the latter’s headline figures — 
22 councils and 536 councillors gained — 
masked some inconsistencies in 
performance that means the result next 
year remains in doubt. 

Based on the council results, if there 
had been a general election on Thursday, 
Labour would have won seats in Hartle- 
pool, Stevenage, Bassetlaw, Redditch, 
Dudley South, Ipswich, West Bromwich 
East, Great Grimsby and, perhaps most 
surprisingly, Aldershot, a seat the Tories 
have held for more than 100 years. It also 
regained the mayoralty in Middles- 
brough from an independent candidate. 
In Swindon and Rugby, Labour took the 
seat of the sitting Tory council leader. 

In order to win a general election, 
Labour would need a lead of about eight 
points in the polls to secure a majority —a 
bigger shift than Blair secured in 1997. By 
dawn on Saturday, Labour’s chief strate- 
gist, Morgan McSweeney — who talks at 
100mph and, more importantly, knows 


exactly where he is driving his party — 
agreed with the communications team 
that it should make the case Starmer was 
on course to win the general election. 

A Labour official, aware the corona- 
tion would sweep away all other 
news, said: “If people sitting in pubs saw 
one thing on the ticker tape, we wanted 
it to be ‘Starmer says Labour on course 
10 win’.” 

The final national equivalent vote 
share calculated by the local election 
experts Michael Thrasher and Colin 
Rallings this weekend gives Labour a lead 
of seven points, but that does not factor 
in Scotland or London. McSweeney’s 
view was that Scotland, where Labour is 
now expected to win 15 to 20 seats (up 
from one) will be enough to get them over 
the line next year. 

Labour secured a national swing of 
about 4 per cent since the seats were last 
contested, but this was only about 2 per 
cent in the north of England. However, 
McSweeney preferred to focus on the 
10 per cent swing since the last general 
election. He was also encouraged that 
Labour did not just pile up votes in cities 
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and places with a high number of gradu- 
ates — where Labour has been growing 
increasingly strong — but also regained 
some ground in areas that voted for 
Brexit. “That is reversing a trend which 
has been going on for quite a few years, 
not just in Britain but for centre-left 
parties across Europe,” a Labour source 
said. “Our votes are better distributed 
than they have been.” 

At 4am on Friday, Starmer spoke to 
McSweeney and agreed he should take 
his victory lap in Medway, where Labour 
seized the council, an area that backed 
Brexit and has been Tory since 2003. 
They also grabbed Dover. 

The total loss of councillors was far 
higher than Tory high command 
expected. They had hoped to beat the 
early predictions that they might lose 
1,000 seats and shed only 700. Some 
were even hopeful they might lose only 
500-600. But their national vote share, 
which will arguably have more bearing 
on the general election, was nearer to 
what they expected. 

There was cause for concern in 
Conservative campaign headquarters, 
however, at the apparent scale of anti- 
Tory tactical voting, aided in some areas 
by a “progressive alliance” pact that 
saw one opposition party stand aside in 
some wards so another could focus on 
defeating the Tories. In Bracknell Forest, 
the results were stunning — the Tories 
topped the poll on 46 per cent, more 
than double the votes for Labour or the 
Liberal Democrats, but won just ten seats 
(down 27) to Labour’s 22 and seven for 
the Lib Dems. 

Across southern England, the Tories 
haemorrhaged votes to the Lib Dems. A 
Tory official said: “The toxicity of the 
coalition [government] has worn off for 
the Lib Dems and they are back to doing 
their irritating thing, [saying] one thing in 
one part of the country and then some- 
thing else they don’t really believe else- 
where.” 

In Southside, there was bemused 
delight at how bad the Tory campaign 
was. A senior Labour official said: “Sunak 
tried to use the Johnson playbook of sit- 


ting out the campaign, but it didn’t work. 
In 2021, Johnson was dealing with the 
vaccine rollout. In 2022, it was Ukraine. 
In both cases voters thought the prime 
minister had something better to be 
doing than campaigning, but that wasn’t 
the case this year.” 

Labour was dismissive of the Tory 
effort to whip up public anger over 
Starmer’s decision to appoint as his chief 
of staff Sue Gray, the civil servant who 
investigated the Downing Street parties 
scandal. “That was their dead cat. It 
had no traction with voters. Oliver Dow- 
den is the Frank Lampard of dead-cat- 
ting,” the source said, dismissing the dep- 
uty prime minister as the political 
doppelganger of the failing Chelsea Foot- 
ball Club manager. “Every single activist 
and candidate we had said the issue on 
the doorstep was the cost of living, along 
with the NHS and crime. They had noth- 
ing to say about it.” 

There was fury in Tory ranks that their 
national campaign was inadequate and 
Rishi Sunak and his ministers were invis- 
ible in crunch seats and that the party 
does not have a good enough retail offer 
for voters feeling the pinch on incomes. 


THENHS 
MUST 

BE THE 
PRIORITY 


ROBERT COLVILE, 
PAGE 24 


In Stoke-on-Trent, where Labour took 
back control of the council from the 
Tories, the opposition delivered an ava- 
lanche of direct mail and leaflets to 
voters, compiled by the party’s central 
office. Tory activists on the ground said 
they received nothing from CCHQ. 
Labour is also said to have parachuted six 
staffers into the area for several weeks to 
assist with the campaign, with Starmer, 
Rachel Reeves, the shadow chancellor, 
and a series of frontbenchers visiting in 
recent weeks. In contrast, local Tories say 
they were given Robert Jenrick, the immi- 
gration minister — who visited only after 
being invited by the Conservative council 
leader. “There is a lot of anger at CCHQ -- 
we feel abandoned,” one Tory said. 

The same sentiments were common in 
Swindon and Medway, where MPs had 
warned things were looking bad but got 
little or no national support or direct 
mail. “The national campaign?” one MP 
complained. “There was no national 
campaign.” 

In the past month Sunak undertook 
just four campaign events, and many cab- 
inet ministers failed to manage even that. 
One CCHQ insider said: “It’s been a chal- 
lenge to get ministers out there. Ulti- 
mately it comes down to No 10 needing to 
crack the whip going forward. If minis- 
ters aren’t out there in the last 18 months 
before a general election, then questions 
need to be asked.” 

MPs felt this was an attempt to shield 
Sunak from inevitably bad results — and 
an approach designed to protect him at 
the cost of others. “They kept Rishi away 
because they didn’t want him to have to 
own the results,” a Tory source said. 
“Sunak basically only went to Darlington, 
next to his constituency. That works 
when it’s 700 to 800 seats — you blame it 
on Liz Truss. But it now looks like he 
didn’t help the party when he needed to.” 

A former cabinet minister said: “The 
trouble with Rishi and his team is that 
none of them are campaigners. They all 
got safe seats. They’ve never had to take 8 
seat from Labour and hold it. The tough- 
est thing they had to do was win the selec- 
tion. They don’t seem to realise we need 


The London 
leavers help 
Lib Dems and 
Greens take 
ahammer to 
the blue wall 
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Last year George Blundell 
was on his gap year; today he 
is the baby-faced poster boy 
of the Liberal Democrats’ 
local election campaign. In 
Thursday’s vote the 
22-year-old ousted the sitting 
Conservative council leader 
of Windsor & Maidenhead, 
home to Eton College and the 
stomping wheat fields of the 
former prime minister 
Theresa May. 

“National issues always 
linger in people’s minds,” 
Blundell says modestly. It was 
not just Labour (gaining 536 
seats at the time of writing 
compared with 2019) who 
mopped up the Tories’ 1,061 
losses; the Liberal 
Democrats, up 405, and 
Greens, up 241, both had 
excellent campaigns. 

But the so-called 
heartlands of the 
Conservative Party seem to 
have borne the brunt of anti- 
blue sentiment. The Tory 
vote share was relatively flat 
in the north compared with 
2019, yet it fell more than four 
percentage points in 
southern England. In places 
such as Lewes, East Sussex, it 
was a wipeout, with the 
Tories losing all 19 of their 
council seats. From 
Brentwood to Bracknell, the 
home counties — once a 
bastion of blue — contain 
more than a smattering of 
yellow, red and, if you look 
far enough, green. Why? 

It started as a hammer 


against blue bricks in 2021; 
two years later, the Lib Dem 
leader, Sir Ed Davey, drove a 
tractor through blue-painted 
hay bales. Stunts aside, 
experts believe the 
Conservative “blue wall” is 
the flip side of the Faustian 
bargain made by the Tories 
with the Leave-voting “red 
wall” in the north and 
Midlands. As the Tories stole 
the red wall from Labour over 
Brexit, they also risked 
alienating southern blue 
voters, who prefer Remain 
and are more likely to have 
gone to university. In these 
parts of the country, it is very 
hard to buy a house. 

All of a sudden, these seats 
have become compelling 
targets for opposition parties. 
Change can — it would appear 
— happen fast. It looked like 
the Conservatives had a firm 
grip on Bracknell Forest, in 
Berkshire, for example, with 
Labour not being in control of 
the council since 1997 — until 
Thursday. 

Looks can be deceiving, 
says Dr Roy Bailey, a retired 
policeman and head of the 
local Labour Party. 
“Bracknell is always seen as 
one of those affluent areas, 
and to some extent it is — but 
beneath all of that, we’ve got 
four or five food banks. The 
financial situation is dire for 
many people, with mortgages 
they can’t afford.” 

Bracknell does not have 
enough social housing, says 
Bailey, with affordability 
another problem. “We’re 
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more for 
the doorstep than 


‘We’ve amended the legislation 


on small boats and done the Retained EU 
Law Bill’. We need to get the NHS on the 
right track and make sure people can get 
a dentist.” 


| Downing Street, there is a determina- 

tion not to be blown off course and a 

belief that Sunak’s “five priorities” — 

turning round the economy, the NHS 
| and the small boats — will start to show 
political dividends by the end of the year. 
When Sunak visited Tory campaign head- 
quarters on Friday morning, armed with 
bacon sandwiches for his down-at-heart 
staff, he said: “We need to double down on 
delivery.” A source close to the prime min- 
ister said: “He’s been on the job for six 
months. He’s very much in the mode of 
‘head down and keep going’.” 

But his MPs want more voter-friendly 
policy, not just technocratic delivery. 
Earlier in the year, Starmer called Sunak 
“weak” at prime minister’s questions. He 
is now calling him “out of touch” -- a 
charge that resonates with the public. A 
Tory MP said: “On the five promises, we 
have to push those through and we need a 
new offering to Middle England. In the 
next two budgets, the chancellor is going 
to have to make people feel there is hope. 
They have to feel it in their pockets and 
their everyday lives.” 

Sunak’s team counter that the best way 
10 make people feel better offis to get infla- 
tion down. One aide disputed that the gov- 
ernment was doing nothing. “We are cur- 
rently paying half of people’s energy bills 
and last week families were getting further 
cost-of-living payments. A lot of this stuff 
was announced quite a while ago but it’s 
there. We know people need to feel like 
things are getting better but Rishi believes 
that if we can stay the course we can get 
inflation down and people will feel that in 
their pockets.” But it is unclear how much 
credit the government will get for some- 
thing economists say will happen anyway. 

MPsare nervous the local elections por- 
tend disaster as Boris Johnson’s 2019 coali- 
tion breaks apart. “We are losing in 
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council estates in Stoke, we are losing in 
places in Kent where they have three 
BMWs and Mercedes parked outside their 
detached house,” one said. “We are get- 
ting smashed. The best-case scenario is 
that the Tory vote stayed at home. What- 
ever CCHQ wants to say, it is not a vote of 
confidence in Rishi. I think associations 
will now turn on him. MPs will now feel as 
though they are on their own.” 

Within hours of the counts beginning 
to trickle in, Johnson loyalists had already 
begun to mobilise. Lord Cruddas, whose 
new grassroots group the Conservative 
Democratic Organisation (CDO) is widely 
seen as a “bring back Boris” front (it 
denies this), immediately sought to pin 
the blame on MPs who had ousted 
Johnson. “These location election results 
and the dire polls leading into them are a 
reflection of the disunity in the Conserva- 
tive Party caused by the 1922 committee 
and MPs in removing two sitting prime 
ministers and installing a leader rejected 
by the members,” he wrote on Twitter. 

David Campbell Bannerman, [ከ6 
former MEP and chairman of Cruddas’s 
CDO, added: “This is down to Rishi — the 
plot against Boris and ineffective leader- 
ship when this Tory Macbeth seized the 
Tory crown. Remember Boris turned the 
locals disaster of May 2019 under [Ther- 
esa] May into the triumph of an 80-seat 
majority in December 2019. Sunak has 
had the same amount of time and failed.” 

There was some good news for the 
Tories. Their vote held up well in the Tees 
Valley and parts of the Midlands. They 
gained seats in Redcar and Stockton as 


well as Solihull. Every Tory seat was held 
in Walsall. Gabriel Milland, 8 pollster 
with Portland Communications who 
worked in No 10 during the pandemic, 
said Labour was “going backwards in very 
working-class Sandwell”. The West Mid- 
lands area is the UK’s 12th most deprived. 
That suggests Starmer is not yet close to 
reclaiming the former Labour heartlands 
that backed Brexit. 

Research by the former No 10 aide Nick 
Hargrave, of Strand Partners, will also give 
some hope to the Conservatives. 
He analysed how governing parties usu- 
ally improve their positions in the year 
before a general election, an effect called 
“electoral tightening”. 

Before the past ten general elections, 
the ruling party’s poll ratings have 
improved significantly in nine, by an aver- 
age of 4.59 percentage points. “If this is 
applied to last week’s results, Labour 
would be the largest party, 35 seats short 
of a majority,” he said. If the polls tight- 
ened at the same rate as they did for 
Gordon Brown in 2010, the Tories would 
still be the largest party, although 26 seats 
short of a majority. 

Nonetheless, it is Labour with the 
momentum and, crucially for the party, 
the hope. Addressing his troops, Starmer 
said: “We all know there’s no place for let- 
ting up. Let’s never mistake confidence for 
complacency. But we are going to bottle 
this feeling we have today and then we’re 
going to turn it into a general election win 
next year.” 
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finding the new 
developments being built 
around our borough are 
being filled with people from 
London who are moving out, 
meaning fewer homes for 
local people.” 

Indeed, changing politics 
in the south has exacerbated 
Tory panic over housing. Last 
week the former housing 
secretary Simon Clarke told a 
warring Tory WhatsApp 
group “we cannot become 
the party of nimbyism”. 
Justin Tomlinson, the Tory 
MP for North Swindon — 
whose council Labour has 
just seized control of — 
reminded MPs that “people 
need houses to live in”. 

Curiously, David Cameron- 
supporting Tories in the blue 
wall — whom Luke Tryl, UK 
director of the More In 
Common think tank has 
termed “established liberals” 
— think housing is amore 
important issue facing the 
country than does any group, 
even the young. “They’re 
worried about their kids 
getting housing — or their 
grandkids — and are hearing 
about how bad their children’s 
landlords are,” he says. 

Over in Suffolk, Adrian 
Ramsay smells an 
opportunity. The Green Party 
co-leader will try to become 
the party’s second MP in next 
year’s general election in the 
newly created constituency 
of North Suffolk, a rural place 
made up of Tory and Green 
councillors. He has a fighting 
chance: Mid Suffolk is also 


where the Greens secured 
their greatest local election 
triumph, gaining overall 
control of Mid Suffolk council 
from the Conservatives. 

Ramsay is playing a 
delicate game. On one hand, 
he appeals to the Greens’ 
younger voters, 
acknowledging how hard it is 
for young people to get on the 
property ladder — yet his 
environmental credentials 
mean he cannot advocate 
building homes everywhere. 
“People are being priced out 
of their community,” he says. 
“Luxury homes are being 
built too often on greenfield 
sites. We want to require 
developers to build more 
affordable housing, to a high 
environmental standard, and 
then we’ll put communities 
back at the heart of the 
planning process.” 

It is not just house-buying. 
Data from the Department for 
Education shows that the 
number of reception-age 
children in London has fallen 
nearly 10 per cent in the past 
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Cameroons 
worry about 
houses for 
their children 


six years, with schools having 
to close in some boroughs. 
Families with young children 
— whom the Tories have hada 
difficult time wooing of late — 
appear to be spreading 
outwards from the capital 
earlier than they otherwise 
would, and into the rest of 
southern England and 
beyond. 

Trends like these have 
opposition parties excited 
that we are witnessing a big 
political realignment. The 
truth is, compared with 
erratic local politics, 
demographic change is slow. 

We are not likely to see its 
full effect on politics for some 
time, says the pollster James 
Johnson, former adviser to 
Theresa May and co-founder 
of JL Partners. 

“A lot of the people that the 
Conservatives lost between 
2019 and now were 
overwhelmingly 
homeowners,” he says. “At 
the next election, the Tories 
need to win back these older 
homeowners, rather than 
worry about attracting 
young, aspirational ones.” 

Besides, local elections 
often contradict national 
expectations. The cost of 
living is by far and away the 
biggest issue facing voters — 
yet research by JL Partners 
suggested that the top 
reasons for voting in council 
elections were local 
hospitals, transport and road 
maintenance. Beds, buses 
and potholes. 

@TomHCalver 


A palpable hit for Starmer 
but hung parliament looms 
—all’s not lost for Sunak 


Colin Rallings and 
Michael Thrasher 


The Tories can scarcely have 
believed that the local 
elections would go so badly. 
They had initially seized on 
predictions of 1,000 council 
seat losses, thinking that 
anything less could be 
represented as a fightback. 

In the event they lost some 
1,050 seats — almost one in 
three of all they were 
defending — and control of 
nearly 50 councils. For the 
first time in more than 20 
years they have fewer 
councillors than Labour. It 
was a damning verdict on the 
government’s recent record. 

What made the situation so 
dire was being caught ina 
pincer movement as the 
minority of electors who 
decided to cast a vote often 
plumped for whichever party 
locally seemed best placed to 
beat the Tories. 

Labour’s performance was 
good rather than spectacular. 
It was its best local election 
showing for more than a 
decade but, in the context of 
\ recent opinion poll 
leads, the gain of 
more than 500 
seats and 20-odd 
councils was at the lower 
end of expectations. 

Inan analysis for The 
Sunday Times, we have 
examined 4.2 million local 
election votes cast in 2,000 
wards not subject to 
boundary changes. We have 
extrapolated from them to 
calculate a “national 
equivalent vote” of how the 
parties would have fared if 
these elections had taken 
place in every part of the 
country. 

This puts the Tories on 
29 per cent, below both last 
year’s local elections and the 
comparable contests in 2019. 
It is their lowest point on this 
measure since 2013. Labour is 
on 36 per cent, up five points 
on 2019 but surprisingly only 
a marginal improvement ona 
year ago. 

This equates to a near ten 
percentage point swing from 
the Tories to Labour since 
December 2019. 

Repeated at a general 
election on a uniform swing, 
these figures would lead toa 
hung parliament with Labour 
as comfortably the largest 
party but still short ofa 
majority. 

Part of the explanation for 
that, and indeed the overall 
direction of travel at these 
elections, lies with the Liberal 
Democrats and Greens. The 
Lib Dems, who usually 
perform more strongly at 
local level, are six points up 
on the general election and 
now pose a threat to the 
Tories in a number of 
marginal seats. 


The Greens contested 
less than half the seats 
available, but careful 
targeting allowed them to 
double their number of 
councillors often at the 
expense of the Tories. 

It is worth highlighting two 
types of council where 
Labour did well. 

In many of the party’s 
traditional heartlands in the 
so-called red wall where 
there are target 
constituencies it showed 
signs of reclaiming its former 
dominance. It took control of 
the former mining districts of 
Amber Valley and North East 
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Theresa May 
saw stunning 
results, then 
her majority 
was wiped out 


STATE OF THE PARTIES 


Councils held (lost or won) 
229 of 230 councils declared 


Councils 
Labour 71(+22) 
Conservatives 33(-48) 
ee | 
Liberal Democrats 29(+12) 
ጨጩጩ 
Others 5(-3) 
E 
Greens 1(0) 
I 
No overall control 90(+16) 
[ሙ= ==] 


Nationalequivalent vote share 
2023 local elections 


Labour 36%(+5)* 
Conservatives 29%(-2) 
Liberal Democrats 18%(+1) 
Others 17%(-4) 


*Compared to 2019 local elections 


Rallings & Thrasher’s 
general election prediction 


Labour 298(+95) 
See) 
Conservatives 238(-127) 
Liberal Democrats 39(+28) 
Ba 

Others 75(+4) 
ጨጨ 


326 needed for overall majority 


Derbyshire from the Tories, 
and made significant gains 
against independents to win 
back Middlesbrough and 
Stoke-on-Trent. 

Indeed data from Sky News 
suggests a bigger bounce for 
Labour in those parts of the 
country that had voted for 
Brexit in 2016 than in Remain 
areas. 

There was also Labour 
success further south. Dover, 
Medway and Swindon flipped 
directly from Tory to Labour, 
as more surprisingly did 
suburban Bracknell Forest. 
But it was not all one-way 
traffic. The Tories held fast in 
Dartford, and local issues 
contributed to Labour losing 
control in Slough. 

Although still some way 
from their 1990s high point 
when they controlled 50 
councils and briefly had more 
councillors than the Tories, 
the Lib Dems provided clear 
evidence that they have 
rediscovered their pre- 
coalition campaigning mojo 
and have again become a 
welcome repository for 
electors disenchanted with 
the two main parties. 

Victory in places such as 
Guildford, Teignbridge and 
West Berkshire (Newbury) 
will bring back memories of 
constituencies once held. Lib 
Dem control in Chichester, 
Dacorum in Hertfordshire 
and Stratford-on-Avon should 
warn the Tories that nowhere 
can be taken for granted. The 
Lib Dems even have a 
majority in Michael Gove’s 
backyard of Surrey Heath, 
where he enjoys a majority of 
more than 18,000 votes. 

The Greens registered 
their first majority council 
control in Mid Suffolk, and 
are the largest party ina 
handful of others including 
Babergh (also in Suffolk), East 
Hertfordshire and Lewes. But 
in a warning that incumbents 
of all stripes can become 
unpopular, the party lost a 
dozen seats in Brighton 
where it had led a minority 
administration. 

And always remember that 
local elections are just that. 
Labour was 11 points behind 
the Tories at the 2004 
contests and bounced back to 
win Tony Blair his third term 
a year later. In 2017 Theresa 
May called a general election, 
seemed to have sealed the 
deal with stunning local 
results during the campaign, 
only to see her party’s overall 
majority wiped out a few 
weeks later. 

Rishi Sunak cannot be 
written off quite yet. 


Colin Rallings and Michael 
Thrasher are associate 
members of Nuffield College, 
Oxford 
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Gray refused Labour job offer last year — and 
‘changed mind after Case blocked her promotion’ 


Caroline Wheeler 
Political Editor 


Sue Gray turned down an 
offer to be Sir Keir Starmer’s 
chief of staff when he first 
approached her at least four 
months before her 
appointment was 
announced. 

The former senior civil 
servant is understood to have 
refused the position when 
she was sounded out about 
the job vacated by Sam White 
in the autumn. According toa 
Labour insider, Gray said it 
was “not for her”. 

She changed her mind not 
long before March 2, when it 
was revealed she had 
accepted the role. 

This weekend, Gray is still 
waiting to hear how long she 
will have to wait before being 
allowed to start. The Advisory 
Committee on Business 
Appointments (Acoba), the 
Whitehall body that vets the 
external appointments of 
former ministers and 
officials, is expected to make 
a decision within weeks on 
how long her enforced 
“gardening leave” will be. 

There has been 
speculation it could impose 
its maximum delay of two 
years, making it impossible 


for her to start before the 
next general election, which 
is widely expected to be held 
next summer or autumn. 

Yet sources close to Acoba 
say this is dramatically wide 
of the mark and suggest the 
watchdog is more likely to 
consider a delay of three to 
six months. They point to the 
precedent set by recent cases, 
including delaying by six 
months the move of Lord 
Udny-Lister, a senior adviser 
to Boris Johnson, to DP9, a 
planning advisory group. 

That would mean Gray 
might be able to take up the 
post as soon as the summer 
recess. Critics claim her 
appointment undermines the 
findings of her investigation 
into the Downing Street 
parties scandal. 

Sources in the government 
suggested she had broken the 
civil service code by talking to 
Labour while still ina 
government post. It was also 
claimed she had been at the 
heart of the Cabinet Office’s 
response to the Commons 
privileges committee’s 
inquiry into Johnson, led by 
Labour’s Harriet Harman. 

Yet Gray’s allies claim she 
was consulted briefly about 
what material from her 
report to share with the 


Sue Gray could be Starmer’s 
chief of staff by summer 


committee, but that the 
decision was ultimately taken 
by Jeremy Quin, the Cabinet 
Office minister. Quin had 
been expected to publish a 
statement on Tuesday 
making the Cabinet Office 
case against Gray, but instead 
simply confirmed she had not 
co-operated with its 
investigation into her 
departure to work for Labour. 
The timeline of her hiring 
has been the subject of 
intense scrutiny as opponents 
attempt to show she was in 


talks with Labour while 
investigating No 10 parties. 
Starmer’s initial approach in 
the autumn came out of the 
blue for Gray, who had been 
pursuing promotion within 
the civil service. 

She had applied to become 
a permanent secretary in 
Kemi Badenoch’s Department 
of Business and Trade but 
sources allege this was 
blocked by Simon Case, the 
cabinet secretary. 

The decision led to Gray 
becoming increasingly 
disillusioned with Case and 
the Whitehall machinery, 
having already been 
dismayed at his handling of 
her parties scandal report. 
The investigation had thrust 
her into the spotlight and 
made her and her family a 
target of abuse. Allies claim 
she felt let down by the lack of 
support from some in the 
higher echelons of the civil 
service and government. 

After Gray failed attempt to 
secure promotion, she began 
to consider roles outside the 
civil service. 

News of her decision on 
March 2 to take up Starmer’s 
job offer provoked fury from 
Boris Johnson and his allies, 
who claimed it proved her 
investigation into the 


lockdown breaches in 
Downing Street had been 
politically motivated. 

Case almost immediately 
began an investigation into 
whether Gray had broken the 
civil service code by entering 
into discussions with Labour 
without notifying the Cabinet 
Office but it is claimed he 
agreed to shelve it a month 
ago. The claims were strongly 
denied by the Cabinet Office, 
with a source insisting no 
offer to discontinue the 
review into Gray had ever 
been made. 

They also claimed that the 
inquiry into her department 
was continuing. Gray made 
her own submission to 
Acoba, asking it to approve 
her role. Submissions from 
the Cabinet Office and the 
Department for Levelling Up, 
Housing and Communities, 
where Gray used to work, 
have also been sent to Lord 
Pickles, chairman of Acoba, 
who will send them to Acoba 
members for a decision. 

Gray will be given an 
opportunity to respond to the 
committee’s 
recommendations. They will 
be published only if she 
decides to take up the role, 
although allies claim this is 
not in question. 


The Sunday Times May 7, 2023 


COMMENT 


Rod Liddle 


Its more than disaffection — Starmer’s 
given the Tories a hefty kick in the ballots 


he voter ID thing didn’t work, 
then. The whole point of 
forcing people to show some 
form of ID before being allowed 
to vote was to stop appalling 
people from voting at all. And 
yet, as you can see from those 
council results, they got 
through in their bloody droves — so 
clearly the rules need tightening a little. 

One suggestion is to limit much more 
strictly the kind of ID that would allow 
one to vote. We could restrict eligibility 
to those who can present a Senior 
Railcard, for example. Better still would 
be to have a jib inspector on the door of 
each polling station. Their job would be 
to prevent anyone who was young, or 
had nose piercings, or was carrying a 
Waitrose bag or a copy of The Guardian, 
or looked sexually deviant or a bit 
foreign or too pleased with themselves, 
or had driven up in an electric car (or, 
worse, cycled), or clearly didn’t own 
property, from voting by saying: 

“Stand aside, please — I don’t like the cut 
of your jib.” 

Something must be done, because if 
the rules are left as they are you'll wake 
up one morning in 2024 to discover that 
Britain’s most dreadful self-inflating pig’s 
bladder on a stick, Sir Ed Davey, is now 
the foreign secretary in a coalition 
government of all the talents and several 
hundred genders. Oh happy day. 

Perhaps Labour will not need the help 
of the Liberal Democrat leader, mind. It 
is dangerous to read too much into local 
election results, as the pundits always 
tell us before doing precisely that. My 
suspicion, though, is that a narrative is 
building that says Labour may have had 
a good-ish night, all things considered, 
but the public doesn’t quite yet buy it as 
a party of government and the results 
simply demonstrate a disaffection with 
the Tories. 

1 understand why the various 
eminences say stuff like this. They are 
tired, they’ve been up all night 
commenting on the enormous swing in 
the Gobnobbler ward of Dunghole 


council, the coffee is stewed and so are 
their brains, but they wish to say 
something more knowing and complex 
than: “Well, it’s been a cracking night for 
Labour, Huw.” 

But it was a cracking night for Labour, 
better even than it is being portrayed, 
especially (oddly enough) in the red wall 
seats. It may well be that we are all sick 
to death of the Tories, but this was a 
positive result for Sir Keir Starmer’s 
party, not just a mopping-up of voter 
estrangement. 

Look at my old home town, 
Middlesbrough — red wall central. 
Labour captured the council, nicking 
an extra four seats and the local 
mayoral election. The main point, 
though, is that the council had 
previously been run by independents 
and the mayor, Andy Preston, was an 
independent, too. Further, Labour’s 
vote increased most markedly in the 
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Why should 
people vote 
for Sunak’s 
party? 
They seem 
exhausted 
and spent 


poorer areas, which had long since 
deserted the party. This indicates to me 
a significant shift in the politics of those 
former Labour voters who helped to 
elect Boris Johnson in 2019. 

You might argue that neither Boris 
nor Brexit looms large in the minds of 
the voters now. Sure. But the revulsion at 
Jeremy Corbyn's identitarian, 
unpatriotic Labour Party has completely 
gone: it looks very much as though 
Starmer is trusted. A section of the 
population that some thought would 
never vote Labour again has shown it is 
very happy to do so. For more evidence 
of this, look at the result in Stoke-on- 
Trent. Labour is back in control. 

Where does this leave the Tories? 
Probably facing a heavy electoral defeat, 
partly because there is a mood that says, 
“Give the other lot a chance,” and partly 
because of Starmer’s undoubtedly 
successful stewardship of the Labour 
Party. But also because it is very difficult 
to know what the Conservative Party 
stands for any more. 

Jeremy Hunt’s last budget saddled the 
UK with the highest tax burden in 70 
years, enabling the government to be 
outflanked by Starmer and co on the 
right. So, clearly, the Conservatives do 
not stand for low taxation. Nor have they 
done very much to stem the tide of 
facile, divisive, progressive jiggery- 
wokery — despite one or two noble 
efforts from Suella Braverman and Kemi 
Badenoch — so they cannot be said to 
stand for traditional conservative values. 
They have let businesses, especially 
small businesses, flounder, so they are 
not the party of commerce. 

What, then, are they the party of? It is 
hard to think ofa single policy you might 
identify as being truly “conservative” — 
so why should people vote for them? 
They seem exhausted and spent. 

This may be a little cruel on Rishi 
Sunak, who is personable enough — but 
these results should signal to him and to 
Conservative Central Office that simply 
not being as deranged as Liz Truss is 
insufficient to win an election. 


PHOTOBUBBLE: NICK NEWMAN 


ወመ Theatregoers will surely be grateful 
to the Old Vic for putting a trigger 
warning on its production of 
Pygmalion. 

How else would they have realised 
that the obscure George Bernard 


Shaw play, turned into a stage musical 


and then the film My Fair Lady, 
contained scenes depicting “coercive 
control”? Aside, perhaps, from taking 
acursory look at the plot? 

It is rather like putting a trigger 
warning on Jaws saying, “Contains 
scenes of intimidatory fish”. 


Bewildered Gen Z 
throws in the towel 


Sad news from the workplace. A survey 
has found that young people classed as 
“Generation Z” do not understand the 
antiquated phrases bandied about by 
older colleagues. These include, “taking 
the bull by the horns”, “flogging a dead 
horse” and “throwing in the towel”. 

Other expressions that elude them 
include “Why not pop into the office for 
an hour or two?” and “Our company 
does not exist solely to advance your 
self-actualisation, you pampered, 
entitled dweeb.” 


The art world slips 
onabananaskin 


The radical Italian artist Maurizio 
Cattelan claimed to be unconcerned 
when one of his exhibits at an art gallery 
in Seoul was eaten by a hungry student. 
The work, entitled Comedian, was a 
banana gaffer-taped to the wall. 

Noh Hyun-soo removed the gaffer 
tape, peeled the banana, ate it and then 
taped the skin back to the wall. | would 
be inclined to suggest that this act was 
rather more “edgy” and “satirical” than 
Cattelan’s original work, but | cannot 
divine any meaning at all in the original 
work so a comparison would be otiose. 


@ There were not many gains at the 
expense of Labour in our cities on 
Thursday. But one you may have missed 
was in Middleton, Leeds, where Emma 
Pogson-Golden for the Social 
Democratic Party trounced her Labour 
rival by 400 votes. 

This doubled SDP representation on 
Leeds city council and makes it almost 
certain that we will win the next general 
election, probably with a crushing 
majority. We must start preparing for 
government now. 
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NEWS 


My electric BMW blew up and took 
out eight shops. Then it vanished 


A café owner whose car wiped out her business is trapped in limbo over compensation — because nobody can find the wreck 


MARTINA LEES 


Martina Lees and Ali Hussain 


It was the hottest day in London’s history 
when Dina Samani’s electric BMW 13 
erupted into a fireball that would destroy 
eight businesses, including her own. 

Firefighters took seven hours to bring 
under control the blaze in the car park 
behind a parade of shops and cafés in 
Wembley, in the northwest of the capital, 
and police evacuated properties for fear 
the car would cause an explosion. 

At the end, all that was left of Samani’s 
car was a warped aluminium frame and 
molten lithium-ion battery. The body- 
work, made of carbon-fibre-reinforced 
plastic, had melted. 

Eight shops were so badly damaged 
their rear sections had to be pulled down. 
Four shops, including Samani’s café, 
have since been shut. But nine months 
on, the families who lost their livelihoods 
have not recovered a penny and the dam- 
aged buildings have not been rebuilt. 
BMW has not admitted fault, and insurers 
of all those affected are locked in a row 
over who should pick up the bill. 

It is because the evidence of what is 
suspected to have caused the fireball 
has disappeared: the burnt-out electric 
car has been lost. 

Samani, 57, says: “I’ve lost my liveli- 
hood and so have my neighbours. Their 
shops were their sole income. The fire 
took away everything. Now my car is 
missing and we’ve all totally been hung 
out to dry.” 

Government data shows almost 4,700 
BMW i3s have been recalled in Britain 
because of fire risks linked to the battery. 
These include 4,685 cars produced from 
2013 to 2016, and 18 made between 2018 
and 2021. Samani’s i3 was built between 
September 2018 and February 2019. 

London Fire Brigade data obtained 
under freedom of information laws 
shows there were 66 electric car fires in 
the capital last year, compared with 727 
petrol or diesel car fires. In the previous 
four years, between 27 and 38 electric car 
fires a year were recorded. 

Over the past three years the number 
of electric cars on the road has more than 
tripled, from 205,000 at the end of 2020 
to 739,000. About 16 per cent of all new 
cars sold are electric. 

Electric car batteries can suffer from 
thermal runaway, a chain reaction that 
generates intense heat, which can cause 
fire, smoke or explosions, triggered by 


physical damage, abuse such as over- 
charging, or excessive heat or cold. How- 
ever, petrol and diesel cars are 455 times 
more likely to have fires than electric 
vehicles, the motor insurers’ automotive 
research centre Thatcham has found. 
The cause of the fire at Samani’s 
London Lunchbox Company at around 
2pm on July 19 was an “unknown fault 
within the battery system” of the electric 
BMW, a preliminary London Fire Brigade 
report found. Its investigator noted that 
the most severe fire damage was on the 
front-right corner of the battery pack. 
This suggests the fire started in the bat- 
tery and spread externally, the report 
says: “One of the battery banks rup- 
tur[ed] and expell[ed] their contents.” 
Samani complained to BMW and says 
the company arranged to collect what 
was left of the vehicle for examination on 
July 29. She says she waited for hours for 
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someone to turn up but then left to eat. 
The next day, the car was gone. Samani 
had assumed BMW had taken it because 
one of its technicians called her at 6pm, 
saying he had visited the scene and 
“never seen anything like it”. 

She kept detailed notes of at least 
seven further phone calls in which BMW 
employees told her the wreck had been 
collected at 3.30pm that day by JD Motors 
Recovery, a contractor. Then BMW 
denied having collected the car. “I 
started to panic,” Samani says. 

In November, a BMW man- 
ager emailed to say the com- 
pany “did not arrange” the 
removal of her car’s 
remains. It said JD ፲፲)) 
Motors Recovery had 
gone into liquidation at 
almost exactly the same 
time it is claimed her BMW 


BMWsaid 
the car 
had been 
picked 
up, then 
denied it 
happened 


Dina Samani at 
the scene in 
Wembley where 
her BMW i3 
caught fire 


was collected. As a result, the manager 
wrote to Samani, BMW had been “una- 
ble” to send the contractor to the scene. 
JD Motors could not be contacted for 
comment. The Sunday Times tracked 
down the towing yard where the car may 
have been taken — it was empty. While 
the car is missing, neighbours say insur- 
ers are not able to establish liability. 

Samani’s burnt kitchen, office and 
storeroom were demolished in Decem- 
ber, along with the back parts of seven 
adjacent shops. Samani lost her financial 
records, contents worth £70,000 and her 
income from the business, which turned 
over about £300,000 a year. 

Sunrise Café, four doors down, was 
the only source of income for the family 
who ran it. It was forced to close because 
of the fire. So was Leslie’s Hair Salon, 
which Jyotsna Champaneri, 67, has run 
for almost 40 years. “When you mention 
the shop, she just goes quiet. She’s really, 
really upset,” says her husband Jitesh, 69. 

The damaged businesses have 
received no other insurance payouts or 
compensation from BMW. 

Samani’s business and contents 
insurer, MS Amlin Insurance SE, says it is 
“keen to resolve her claim” but lacks 
enough data on her losses. 

Admiral, Samani’s car insurer, has 
paid out about £20,000 but also does not 
know where the remains of her BMW are. 
It has received a preliminary report and 
photos from London Fire Brigade and 
“will continue to fully investigate” the 
incident with its legal team and a forensic 
fire investigator, a spokeswoman says. 

Could the 40C heat have caused 
Samani’s car battery to explode? Richard 
Billyeald, chief technical officer at That- 
cham, says: “The risk of an electric car 
fire does not necessarily go up as the tem- 
perature increases. The batteries are 
stress tested to well above 40C.” 

ABMW spokesman says the number of 
fires involving battery-electric BMWs in 
Britain last year were “in the single dig- 
its”. He added that vehicle fires could 
result from external factors, including 
incorrect repairs, flood damage or 
improper maintenance. 

“In this case, BMW was unable to 
recover the car or high-voltage battery 
from the site to conduct an investigation. 
The location of the battery pack remains 
unknown to BMW.” He said he could not 
comment further because of ongoing 
proceedings. 


App toswap rail tickets for just £2.50 


Nicholas Hellen 
Transport Editor 


People with advance train 
tickets will be able to switch 
10 8 different journey for a flat 
fee of £2.50 instead of facing 
punitive charges. 

About two thirds of the 
1.8 billion rail tickets sold 
each year in the UK are 
advance tickets, requiring 
passengers to catch a specific 
train or pay a fee of at least 
£10 to swap to a different 
departure time. They also 


have to pay the difference in 
ticket prices, which adds £39 
on average. 

That is about to change, 
with the launch of a booking 
service, TrainSwap, in the 
Seatfrog phone app. Iain 
Griffin, 39, who started the 
app in 2018, said it was the 
solution for “the most 
complicated pricing and fare 
system on the planet”. 

The service allows tickets 
to be changed until ten 
minutes before departure. It 
was created with the help ofa 


Department for Transport 
grant and is being tested by 
Northern, the largest train 
operator, which serves more 
than 500 stations. It will be 
available on the whole 
network by December. 
There are 55 million 
different types of fare. Griffin 
has calculated that under the 
current system passengers 
waste £700 million a year. 
TrainSwap not only caps 
the administration fee for 
rebooking the ticket, but 
reduces or even eliminates 


the charge for switching toa 
more expensive train. The 
app uses dynamic pricing to 
determine the price of your 
ticket at the moment you 
want to swap it, and 
calculates the difference from 
that price, rather than the 
one you paid. 

Stuart Taylor, head of 
commercial development at 
Northern, said TrainSwap 
enabled him to keep prices 
down because it cut the 
number of unsold seats. 
@NicholasHellen 


Judy Murray lobs gritty tennis 
truths into her debut novel 


Megan Agnew 


“She had arrived,” thought 
Abigail Patterson, the 37-year- 
old single mother, as she 
pulled up at Wimbledon in a 
chauffeur-driven car. 

Meet the protagonist of 
Judy Murray’s debut novel: a 
tennis coach who is givena 
second shot at her 
professional career, hoping to 
make the “comeback of all 
comebacks”. 

The Wild Card may have all 
the hallmarks of a page- 
turner summer hit, but it also 
tackles the dark side of 
Murray’s sport: abusive 
player-coach relationships. 

The book is the next step in 
Murray’s transformation in 
the public eye from being 
called the “tiger mother” of 
Andy, 35, and Jamie, 37, to an 
outspoken, fully minted 
feminist icon: the highest- 
profile female coach in tennis 
working among teams of 
men, a self-proclaimed 
“white-hot blonde” who is 
nonplussed about dating, 
learnt to cook at 60 and is 
often the only woman on the 
Gleneagles golf course. 

The Wild Card’s heroine, 
Patterson, had been “tipped 
for the very top” of tennis but 
had to put her career on hold 
when she gave birth to her 
son. Murray, 63, turned down 


the chance to go to the US 
ona tennis scholarship at 
the age of 17, because she 
“wasn’t brave enough”. She 
later said: “I’ve often 
wondered how far I could 
have got if I had.” 

In the book’s flashbacks, a 
teenage Abigail is groomed by 
her coach, Cole, a Californian 
nearly 20 years her senior. 
“Cole had control over her 
dreams, her every chance of 
success, and her sense of 
self,” the book reads. The 
“abuse of power” she suffers 
is one of the reasons Abigail 
goes on to bea coach: “She 
JULIAN FINNEY/GETTY IMAGES. 


didn’t want any other players 
to go through the same.” 

Last year, the 1980s player 
Pam Shriver, 60, revealed she 
had had an “inappropriate 
and damaging” relationship 
with her coach, Don Candy, 
when she was 17 and he was 
50. She said it was a 
“normalised” and 
“widespread problem” and 
urged authorities to protect 
young players from abuse. 

Judy Murray voiced 
support for Shriver and said 
that the full story of the abuse 
suffered by young women in 


the sport was yet to come out. 


The protagonist 
of The Wild Card, 
by Judy Murray, 
left with son 
Andy, is a tennis 
star who was 
groomed asa 
teenager by 

her coach 


LIPE 1 ል GAME OF TWO HALVES. 


JUDY 
MURRAY 


Judy Erskine was born in 
Stirlingshire, the daughter of 
an optician and former 
footballer. Growing up, there 
were no indoor courts in 
Scotland, so she had to play 
badminton through the 
winters. She would later 
campaign for, and open, 
proper provisions. 

She separated from her 
husband, William Murray, in 
2005. “I don’t date because I 
want to do what I want, when 
I want and it suits me fine,” 
she told The Times last year. 

Murray has invested 
£300,000 into launching 
Miss-Hits, an initiative aimed 
at getting more girls playing 
tennis, contributed funding 
for affordable tennis facilities 
in deprived areas, and has a 
stake in Lewes FC, the first 
football club in the world to 
pay the men’s and women’s 
teams equally. She was 
appointed an OBE in 2017. 

On Strictly Come Dancing 
in 2014, one of the judges, 
said she had the “rhythm of a 
shop mannequin” but she 
reached the eighth week 
with her dance partner, 
Anton du Beke. 

Du Beke encouraged 
Murray to write fiction and 
they now share a book agent 
and a publisher. He called her 
novel “utterly thrilling”. 
@MeganAgnew 
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WORLD NEWS 


Economic chaos sets Erdogan’s 


20-year reign ona knife-edge 


Turkey's voters may turn 
on their strongman leader 
amid rampant inflation, 
corruption and a poor 
earthquake response 


LOUISE 
CALLAGHAN 


Trabzon 


On a fine afternoon last week, Trabzon’s 
central square was festooned with Turk- 
ish flags, strung up like bunting from the 
eaves of the Ottoman-era buildings that 
dot its edge. Enormous posters of Presi- 
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan looked down 
on the cobblestone streets, one reading: 
“Right time, right man.” 

The previous day, tens of thousands of 
people had turned out to see the presi- 
dent at a rally in this conservative strong- 
hold on the Black Sea, where his base is 
so solid that in the last general election, 
his Justice and Development Party (AKP) 
won nearly 70 per cent of the vote. 

It has been this way for the 20 years 
that Erdogan, 69, has ruled, first as prime 
minister and then, from 2014, as an 
increasingly powerful president who 
soon abolished the premiership through 
areferendum. 

But look closer, and it is clear that 
something is changing. Next Sunday, 
Turkey will hold perhaps the most impor- 
tant presidential and parliamentary 
elections in its modern history. Erdogan 
is neck and neck with Kemal Kilicdaro- 
glu, 74, head of the secular CHP, for 
the presidency. For the first time in two 
decades, it is conceivable that Erdogan 
might lose. 

Even in strongholds such as Trabzon, 
an ancient city known to the Greeks as 
Trapezus, or Trebizond, his support is 
expected to fall, despite attempts at revi- 
talising his support by holding huge ral- 
lies — some of them segregated by gender. 

“We woke up, we can see what is hap- 
pening here, and there are so many lies,” 
said Elif Cavdar, 39, a stay-at-home 
mother and former AKP voter who will 
vote for the opposition next weekend. “I 
used to be blind, and I didn’t see what 
was happening.” 

Erdogan still commands a huge 
amount of support from his base, who 
see him as a devoted statesman responsi- 
ble for turning Turkey into a global 
power. However his popularity has been 
dented by his handling of the economy, 
corruption scandals, by the state’s inade- 
quate response to the two devastating 
earthquakes in February and by a creep- 
ing sense that the master politician of his 
generation is losing his touch. 

The spiralling cost of living overshad- 
ows everything. Driven up by Erdogan’s 
stubborn insistence on keeping interest 
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rates low, inflation reached 85 per cent in 
October and although it has since fallen, 
many Turks believe that the government 
is doctoring the official statistics to sug- 
gest the beginnings of a recovery that is 
not in reality taking place. 

Another uncertain factor is the impact 
that young voters will have on the out- 
come. About a fifth of potential voters are 
under 25 and half of them have never 
voted. They have grown up knowing only 
Erdogan as leader. Polling suggests that 
many are opposed to his authoritarian 
rule. 

A small shift could have enormous 
consequences. A week before the 
election, the national vote for the 
presidency is on a knife edge — with 
Erdogan polling about 42.5 per cent and 
Kilicdaroglu about 48.5 per cent, just 
short of the 50 per cent needed to win in 
the first round. 

A fall in support for the president in 
heartland cities such as Trabzon could be 
enough to edge a win for the opposition. 

Nezih Koru, a political scientist and 
researcher at Team survey, a research 
group with ties to the opposition, 
said he believed that the govern- 
ing party’s vote share would 
decrease in Trabzon compared 
with the elections in 2018 - 
and that Erdogan’s support in 
the presidential vote could fall 
by as much as 10 per cent. 

The opposition could, he 
said, significantly increase 
their share of the vote. 

Derya Komurcu, a 
political scientist with 
Yoneylem, an inde- 
pendent Turkish 


research group, said he expected that the 
AKP’s share of the vote would drop by 10 
per cent compared with the previous elec- 
tions, adding: “They’re the first party in 
Trabzon ... but the opposition is growing 
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results,” she said, 


AKP] are trying to present this like a war.” 
The AKP did not reply to a request for 


comment. 


Although CHP members do not expect 
to win outright in Trabzon, they believe 
that they will increase their share of the 
vote strongly, and that Erdogan’s and the 
AKP’s support is falling. “This city has 
one of the highest unemployment levels 

for university graduates. If you don’t 

, it’s very hard to find 
ajob,” Suicmez said. 

“Agriculture and farming 15 

down. People are leaving the city. 


know someone 


With this looming challenge in the 
polls, the opposition claims that the AKP 
has resorted to dirty tricks. Sibel Suic- 
mez, a parliamentary candidate for the 
CHP, claimed that the night before 
Erdogan’s rally last week, his party’s 
posters in the city were torn down 
between lam and 1.45am during a myste- 


Some posters were hung so high that 
they could have been taken down only 
from a lorry, she said. “We think they 
used the municipality trucks to take them 
down,” Suicmez said, blaming the AKP. 
“We know who did it.” 

Like other opposition supporters, she 
fears an attempt by the ruling party to 
manipulate the vote. “It’s not possible to 
say that these elections will be fair ... 
people are worried that their votes will 
not be represented in the election 


80% 


Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan led an 
AKP rally in Izmir 
last weekend. 
There is a distinct 
line in the crowd 


And on top of that, people want freedom, 
and they want justice ... there is a deep 
wave of people looking for change.” 

Much of the fall in Erdogan’s support 
here has been attributed to Ekrem Imamo- 
glu, the charismatic mayor of Istanbul, 


that shows the born and raised in Trabzon, who will 
audience was become vice-president if the opposition 
segregated wins. Imamoglu has campaigned in Black 
by gender Sea towns as part of the election cam- 


paign, where he is received by adoring 
crowds — his confident manner at odds 
with the quiet, careful, unity-focused char- 
acter of Kilicdaroglu. He also has the clout 
gained from defeating the AKP’s candidate 
in the 2019 Istanbul mayoral elections. 

“He’s very strong in the Black Sea 
region,” said Komurcu, the political sci- 
entist. “In Turkish politics we see in the 
past 20 years that Black Sea people are 
very influential and effective. Imamoglu 
has that, but it’s also that he has beaten 
Erdogan before ... Black Sea people care 
about someone being from the home 
town ... Imamoglu is like an organic 
leader for them.” 

Off the main square, in the AKP Trab- 
zon Office, Erdinc Guray, assistant to the 
district party head, shrugged off the chal- 
lenge from the opposition. Erdogan, he 
added, was a true man of the Black Sea. 
“We don’t like quiet people who can’t 
voice their concerns. We like loud people, 
and he is very strong,” he said. 

Fikret Colak, 60, who has owned a sta- 
tionery shop in the centre of Trabzon for 
37 years, said polls showing a fall in sup- 
port for the president were just invented 
by the opposition. “They’re not falling, 
they’re actually increasing,” he said. 
“People like you are just here to [stir up 
trouble because] you don’t want the 2፪ 
country to be independent ... Reis ቋቋ 
[Erdogan] will win. There is still a lot 
of work to be done.” 

Yet among many young, conserva- 
tive people, Erdogan is seen as an 
anachronistic, illiberal figure, one 
that has dominated their lives. They 
are looking for something new. \ 

“fm casting my first vote for 
Grandfather Kemal [Kilicdaroglu],” 
said Safanur Celik, 24, a student 
dressed in a black headscarf, with cat- 
like eyeliner and pink nails. “For free- 
dom.” 

Additional reporting: 
Beril Eski 
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later adding: “[The 


In Bordertown USA, Biden sends the troops — and Trump rubs his hands 


Alistair Dawber 
El Paso, Texas 


Officer Sanchez of the El Paso 
police department on the US 
border with Mexico is bracing 
for a leap into the unknown. 

He and his colleagues are 
already flat out dealing with 
thousands of illegal migrants 
crossing into the country but 
they are expecting a surge in 
numbers after a controversial 
Trump-era entry restriction 
known as Title 42 expires in 
four days’ time. 

“On Thursday and after 
that, we don’t really know 
what is going to happen,” 
Sanchez said. “There could 
bea lot more people here, 
and that is a real concern.” 

It isn’t only Texan 
policemen warily eyeing the 
May 11 deadline: what 
happens next along the 
porous 1,951-mile frontier 
with Mexico is likely to have a 
significant bearing on the 
presidential election in 2024. 

Title 42 was introduced in 


2020 near the start of the 
pandemic and allowed 
Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) to turn away 
asylum seekers from certain 
countries in an effort to 
prevent Covid-19 spreading in 
holding facilities. Joe Biden 
campaigned on a promise to 
overturn it but his attempts 
were blocked by the courts. 
Now the restriction is 
lapsing, the administration 
has announced that Biden, 
80, is to send 1,500 troops to 
the region — not actively to 
stop migrants but, the 
Pentagon said, to support the 
2,500 National Guard troops 
already on the border by 
plugging gaps in areas 
including transportation, 
warehouse support, drug 
detection and data entry. 
Even with Title 42 in place, 
the Biden administration has 
failed to control 
undocumented migration. 
Kamala Harris, the vice- 
president — who in 2018 
criticised Donald Trump for 


sending troops to the border 
— was tasked with fixing the 
crisis but has struggled make 
any progress. 

In August a poll by Ipsos 
showed that almost three 
quarters of Americans see the 
situation on the southern 
border as “a problem”. 

Border agents detained 
migrants there more than 2.5 
million times in 2022, 
including more than 250,000 
times in December, the 
highest on record. 

Many of those caught 
crossing are released pending 
appeals to their immigration 
status, a policy known as 
“catch and release” — but a 
good number are never 
picked up. Many miss their 
court dates and melt away 
into other parts of the US. 

Last week the streets of El 
Paso teemed with fresh 
arrivals who were hungry, 
tired and in need of shelter. 
Many had travelled for 
months and paid traffickers, 
sometimes with their entire 


life savings, to get them 
across the border. 
Yohan, a Venezuelan, was 
one of many sitting under a 
tarpaulin or American Red 
Cross blanket outside El 
Paso’s Sacred Heart church. 
“We left Venezuela 
because the situation there is 
very bad — there is no money, 
CHRISTIAN TORRES CHAVEZ/GETTY IMAGES. 


there are no jobs, and even 
though we don’t know what is 
going to happen here, it is 
better than risk staying in 
Venezuela,” he said. 

“More people will come 
when it is easier,” he added, 
explaining that a fear of what 
new restrictions might be 
imposed has pushed more 


people to attempt to cross the 
border in recent weeks. 

Worryingly for the White 
House, 58 per cent of voters 
in key swing states 
disapprove of Biden’s 
performance on illegal 
immigration, according toa 
Global Strategy Group poll 
published last month. 

Republicans have sought to 
exploit the issue, blaming 
what they call Biden’s “open 
border” policy for the 
amount of fentanyl — a highly 
addictive and deadly 
synthetic opioid drug — 
flooding into the country. 

A Republican bill 
introduced in the House of 
Representatives would end 
catch and release and 
introduce a system of 
verifying migrants’ status 
before they could work in the 
US. It is unlikely to be 
approved by the Democratic- 
controlled Senate. 

In last year’s midterm 
elections, immigration was 
an issue that Republican 


candidates pressed on voters, 
even in states well away from 
the border. And the party’s 
hopefuls for 2024 are already 
making it a central issue in 
their campaigns. None more 
so than Trump, 76, who won 
the White House in 2016 
partly by promising to build a 
wall to keep out migrants. 
“Under my leadership, we 
had the most secure border in 
US history by far,” the 
frontrunner for the 
Republican nomination said 
last week. “When I take the 
oath of office on January 20, 
2025, we will immediately 
begin the process of fully 
securing the border and 
removing the illegal aliens Joe 
Biden has unlawfully allowed 
to break into our country.” 
Greg Abbott, the governor 
of Texas and another 
potential Republican 
presidential contender, 
predicts as many as 13,000 
people a day will try to cross 
the border after Thursday’s 
rule change. He has bused 


hundreds of migrants to 
Democratic-led cities across 
the country to highlight the 
problem. 

CBP officials have had 
“encounters” with more than 
1.2 million undocumented 
migrants attempting to cross 
into the US so far this year, 
the agency said. Those 
numbers are on track to 
surpass the 2022 level. In the 
last full year Trump was in 
office, albeit at the height of 
the pandemic, there were 
460,000 “encounters”. 

“Everything is already 
overloaded,” said Mckenna 
Martin, an E] Paso resident. 
“On the whole, the people 
coming here are very nice, 
but already there is nowhere 
for them to go. If more come, 
I don’t know. Maybe there 
will be an 11th-hour court 
order extending [Title 42] for 
another six months. It’s a 
problem they always try to 
ignore — they just want to 
kick the can down the road.” 
@Alistair Dawber 
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Oil Dolls, seized jets 
anda missing £17bn 


Venezuelan politicians 

and business leaders have 
been arrested in a scandal 
involving theft, prostitution 
and money-laundering 


Stephen Gibbs Caracas 


“This is how gangsters operate,” con- 
cluded the Venezuelan businessman as 
he downed a whisky in the bar of a Cara- 
cas hotel. “When the time is right, there’s 
a purge, to clear the enemies away.” 

He was sharing his verdict on what lies 
behind one of the biggest scandals to hit 
Venezuela in years. It has led to the resig- 
nation of the once seemingly untoucha- 
ble oil minister, the arrest of 61 business 
figures and politicians and the investi- 
gation of hundreds, and fears that up to 
£16.7 billion may have been stolen from 
the coffers of the nationalised oil com- 
pany, Petroleos de Venezuela (PDVSA). 

The sprawling inquiry has fed a 
splurge of lurid headlines, as the excesses 
of a corruption network fleecing a nation 
emerge. The confiscated assets include 
28 mansions, 19 aeroplanes, an hotel, 
and 361 luxury cars. They would be put to 
good use for the “people of Venezuela”, 
President Nicolas Maduro said last week. 

“They gave themselves a life that not 
even Gulf princes have,” declared Tarek 
William Saab, the attorney-general. 

Among the details he claimed to have 
uncovered was the existence of what he 
dubbed “the Oil Dolls”, an alleged prosti- 
tution ring and money-laundering net- 
work set up by the corrupt cabal and 
their girlfriends. 


Videos broadcast on state media, 
mostly taken from the social media 
accounts of those accused, reveal their 
oligarchic lives. One shows a group of 
women dancing around a transparent 
suitcase full of solid gold ingots. 

Railin Elizabeth Yépez, 28, is one of the 
suspects named by Saab. The hazel-eyed 
model, who works under the profes- 
sional name of Ely Jeims, is the “face” of 
the Lamborghini supercar brand in Latin 
America. Prosecutors allege she amassed 
a personal fortune in the space of two 
years, together with her reported lover, 
the ruling Socialist Party congressman 
and former minister of university educa- 
tion Hugbel Roa. 

Roa’s Twitter biography touts his revo- 
lutionary credentials — he describes him- 
self “a soldier of the people” and loyal fol- 
lower of the late leftist firebrand 
president Hugo Chavez. He also lived the 
life of a billionaire in a country where a 
total collapse of the currency means the 
state pension is the equivalent of £4 a 
month. Venezuela is the most unequal 
country in Latin America, according to 
research by the Andrés Bello Catholic 
University in Caracas. 

Some of the very richest Venezuelans, 
suchas Roa, live in what has been dubbed 
the Monaco of Venezuela: the coastal city 
of Lecheria, famous since the 1970s for its 
marinas and opulent waterfront villas. 
Local independent media reports claim 
Roa and Yépez routinely travelled by pri- 
vate jet. They were also understood to 
have their own personal team of body- 
guards, recruited from local police. 

Roa has been detained, and on March 
31 was one of several men shown on state 
television being processed by investiga- 
tors, apparently handcuffed and wearing 


Railin Elizabeth 
Yépez, and her 
alleged lover 
Hugbel Roa, 
below, are 
suspects. Top 
right, President 
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orange prison overalls. Yépez is under- 
stood to have left Venezuela before the 
round-up of suspects began. She remains 
a fugitive, according to the authorities. In 
a post on her Instagram page in March, 
she seemed, somewhat cryptically, to 
declare her innocence. “Not everything 
that is said is true and not everything that 
is true is said,” she wrote. 

On April 20, the investigation took a 
grim turn when the Maduro regime 
announced that another of the 61 
detained suspects, Leoner Azuaje, 39, 
the head of a state packaging company 
and a former Socialist Party militant, had 
died in the custody of state security. The 
government said he had killed himself. 
His family said Azuaje had been taken 
away by the authorities on April 14 and 
they had heard nothing about his where- 
abouts or health for six days, until they 
were told he was dead. 

The wider financial scandal came to 
public attention in March, when the gov- 
ernment confirmed arrests had been 
made after an audit of PDVSA’s accounts 
revealed corruption and incompetence 
on a monumental scale. Since 2020, 84 
per cent, or £17 billion, of all payments 
due to the company, are outstanding. 

On March 20, Tareck El Aissami, the 
minister of oil and a former vice-presi- 
dent of the republic, announced he was 
stepping down. Maduro at the time pub- 
licly thanked him for being a “true revolu- 
tionary”. 

But since then, El Aissami, who has not 
been accused of any crime, has dis- 
appeared from public view. The rumour 
in Caracas is that he is under house arrest 
in the capital’s military complex, known 
as Fuerte Tiuna, where many of the 
regime’s leadership have homes. 


Of Syrian-Lebanese origin, El Aissami 
had become the regime’s “Mr Fix-it”, 
relied upon to exploit his extensive con- 
nections in the Middle East, including 
Iran, to help bypass US sanctions on Ven- 
ezuelan oil, which were imposed by the 
Trump administration in 2019, on the 
grounds that Maduro had blatantly 
rigged the previous year’s election. 

Many of El Aissami’s direct associates 
are among those who have been detained 
in recent weeks. That has prompted spec- 
ulation that the arrests are less a criminal 
investigation and more a Soviet-style 
purge, the theory being that Maduro 
decided his own well-connected oil min- 
ister was a potential threat to his rule. “El 
Aissami is one of those few people in the 
government that has had a very impor- 
tant power base, independent from Mad- 
uro,” said Francisco Monaldi, a fellow in 
Latin American energy policy at Rice Uni- 
versity in Houston, Texas. 

Last month, the Venezuelan national 
assembly, a body controlled by the Mad- 
uro government, declared that any assets 
discovered in the anti-corruption drive 
would be seized and sold to fund public 
services. Such measures raise specula- 
tion that the regime is using the crack- 
down for its own political propaganda 
purposes, as well as removing rivals. 

PDVSA, once the second-largest oil 
company in the world, has almost col- 
lapsed. It produces barely a fifth of the oil 
it did in the 1990s. Venezuela, despite 
having the world’s largest proven oil 
reserves, has been importing petrol from 
Iran, owing to its own ruined refineries. 

“They’ve all got their fingers in the pie 
here,” said a Caracas-based diplomat. 
“But for some reason the poacher has 
turned gamekeeper — for now.” 


Cheap guns fuel drug 
war killing doomed 
youth of Marseilles 


Peter Conradi Marseilles 


Three months before the 
charred remains of Fatma 
Khaldi’s 22-year-old son, 
Reda, were found in a burnt- 
out car in the countryside 
near Marseilles, he told her: 
“Tam trapped in this world. 
The only way out is prison or 
death.” 

He was killed along with 
two other men in December 
2020 in one of the most 
brutal single episodes ina 
war between Kalashnikov- 
wielding drug gangs for 
control of France’s third city. 

What was left of Brahim 
Kessaci, 20, was found in the 
boot beside Reda Khaldi, 
both of them barely 
recognisable. The third man’s 
dead body was hacked up 
and a gruesome video sent to 
his shocked father. 

In the two years since, at 
least 70 more young men — 
many barely out of school — 
have died in a series of tit-for- 
tat shootings. Innocent 
passers-by fall victim too, 
most recently a 63-year-old 
retired man killed 12 days ago 
as he was playing cards. 

Last week, Fatma Khaldi 
and Ouassila Benhamdi, 
Kessaci’s mother, joined a 
silent march through the 
centre of Marseilles to mourn 
one of the turf war’s youngest 
victims, a 16-year-old named 
Kais gunned down a few 
weeks ago in front of Chez 
Hamza, a snack bar a few 
steps from the Vieux Port — 
old port — a picturesque spot 
that is popular with tourists. 

Their message was clear: 
the killings must end. A few 
hours later they received 
their response from the 
gangs: yet another man was 
shot dead, taking the death 
toll this year to 18 — on track 
to beat the record 32 killed in 
the whole of 2022. 

Marseilles has long been 
associated with organised 
crime. These days the action 
is concentrated among the 
brutalist tower blocks in the 
north of the city, many built 
in the 1960s and 1970s to 
house people who had fled 
France’s war in Algeria. And 
the problem is getting worse. 

Until it was closed down by 
police, a dealing point near 
one such tower drew 1,000 
customers and turned over 
€80,000 (£70,000) a day. 
Dubbed “Marseilles’s drugs 
supermarket” by the press, it 
was located in La Castellane, 
anorthern district made 
famous by the football star 
Zinedine Zidane, who grew 
up in a neighbouring block. 

The extraordinary statistic 
emerged in testimony in the 
trial last week of ten alleged 
gang members in nearby 


Aix-en-Provence. They are 
accused of chasing a rival in 
his car down the motorway in 
February 2017 and, after the 
vehicle turned over, shooting 
him dead and setting the car 
alight with the body inside — 
know grimly as a “barbecue”. 

“A mafia culture has always 
existed here,” said Eddy Sid, a 
trade union representative 
for the police, who grew up in 
the northern suburbs. 
“Vendetta and omerta — the 
law of silence — are areal 
problem for us. Often killers 
and victims know each other; 
they grew up together, went 
to school together. The 
suspected killers sometimes 
even go the funerals.” 

Yet over the past few years 
the deaths have been rising 
and killers and victims getting 
younger. “They tended to be 
in their thirties; now they’re 
in their twenties, which 
makes them much quicker to 
act without thinking about it 
first,” Sid said. 

Such violence, he added, 
has been further fuelled by a 
sharp drop in the price of 
guns since the outbreak of the 
war in Ukraine. A 
Kalashnikov that used to cost 
€500 can now be bought on 
the black market for €300. 

Marion Bareille, the right- 
of-centre mayor of the 13th 
and 14th arrondissements of 
Marseilles says much needs to 
be done to improve the living 
conditions of the 150,000 
people in her districts — but 
she has also erected concrete 
barriers to block off the 
entrance from the motorway 
to La Paternelle to make it 
more difficult for those who 
come to buy drugs, many of 
them young professionals 
who drive out from the more 
salubrious parts of town. 

Bareille, 40, who has a five- 
year-old daughter, said. “I 
don’t want my daughter to 
grow up ina city where there 
is war between the drug 
traffickers. I can’t just count 
the number of dead every day 
and do nothing.” 
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A police officer stands 
guard on a Marseilles street 


Mark Galeotti 
Who's behind these attacks on Putin’s doorstep? 


Two drones reached the Kremlin early on 
Wednesday. They may not have done 
serious damage, but together with a 
deadly bomb attack yesterday on a Rus- 
sian nationalist writer, they do suggest 
the war in Ukraine has entered a new and 
more volatile phase. 


WAS IT A STRIKE BY UKRAINE? 


There has been no definitive answer to 
the question of who launched the drones. 
The Russian government has blamed 
Kyiv for what it described as an attempt to 
assassinate President Vladimir Putin and 
promised unspecified retaliation. One 
should always treat official statements 
from Moscow with extreme caution and 
the idea that Ukraine could pull offsucha 
raid raises doubts. It is not clear if the 
drones were long-range, such as the 
Ukrainian UJ-22, or if they were launched 
from Russian territory. Flying from over 
the border, travelling at least 300 miles 
beyond where their pilot was stationed, 
then evading the air-defence missile sys- 
tems of one of the world’s most heavily 
defended cities would be a striking new 
demonstration of Ukrainian capability. 

Setting off from inside Russia would be 
more achievable but far more dangerous 
for those involved. Perhaps the drones 
flew from Ukraine but were controlled 
from closer to the target. Yet why bother 
when it is known that Putin rarely sleeps 
in the Kremlin? 


FALSE FLAG ATTACK UNLIKELY 


Neither of the alternatives holds much 
water, however. Could disgruntled Rus- 


sians making a freelance attack have 
flown drones with such precision into the 
golden dome of the Senate building in the 
Kremlin complex? That electronic jam- 
ming defence around the president’s 


compound, 


including GPS 


location 


system spoofing, makes it unlikely. 

The other main possibility is that this 
was a “false flag” operation by Russia 
intended to stir up national anger and 


provide a pretext for further escalation of 


the war. But Putin hardly needs excuses 
for his barbaric tactics, and when he 
does, his propagandists invent them. 


EMBARRASSMENT FOR PUTIN 


This looks like an embarrassment for the 
military and the Kremlin’s supposedly 


impenetrable defences. 


Even though 


CCTV footage has gone viral, state TV 
channels avoided playing it, confining 


action. 


“ 


doesn't 


themselves to statements about the 
alleged plot to kill Putin, and state news- 
papers have run columns saying the inci- 
dent was intended to provoke an overre- 


Some politicians have sought to make 
hay, the former president Dmitry Medve- 
dev calling for “the physical elimination 


of Zelensky and his clique”, but even the 


need 


so-called “turbopatriot” commentators 


seem divided. Some want to see escala- 


excuses 
for his 
barbaric 
actions 


tion, although it is hard to see what more 
Moscow can do, given that nuclear weap- 
ons seem off the table (especially since 
China has made it clear how opposed it 
was to the idea). Many, though, are high- 
lighting how this is one more example of 
how years of investment in Russia’s 


defences seem to have been wasted. 


SETTING RUSSIA ABLAZE 


A process of elimination therefore sug- 
gests that the Ukrainians were the most 
likely culprits. This appears to be the 
most recent and daring exploit in a 
Ukrainian sabotage campaign. Although 
Moscow blamed the SBU, the Ukrainian 
security service, for the murder of Darya 
Dugina, daughter of the imperialist phi- 
losopher Alexander Dugin, in August, the 
most recent attacks are widely regarded 
as the work of HUR, Ukraine’s military 
intelligence agency. HUR’s head, Major 
General Kyrylo Budanov, has a reputa- 
tion as an able, imaginative but also 
aggressive operator. 


DUPED INTO BOMBING 


Trains are being sabotaged, including a 
freight train derailed by a bomb in Bry- 
ansk region on May 1, and draft offices 
and other administrative targets being 
firebombed. Yesterday a car carrying the 
pro-war writer and former politician 
Zakhar Prilepin was blown up 250 miles 
east of Moscow. Prilepin, who fought 
with Russia’s proxy forces in east Ukraine 
before the invasion last year, was 
wounded and his driver killed. The Rus- 
sian foreign ministry said that the bomb- 
ing was the “direct responsibility of the 
US and Britain”, but produced no sup- 
porting evidence. A Crimean Tatar orga- 
nisation in Ukraine claimed that it was 
behind the attack. It is unclear how it was 
achieved but according to the independ- 
ent news outlet Mediazona, a pattern is 
emerging of Russian pensioners and 
other vulnerable people being contacted 


online, and either duped by someone 
claiming to bea security official, or black- 
mailed into making an attack. 

The ultra-nationalist commentator 
Vladlen Tatarsky was killed in April by a 
bomb presented to him in a statue by a 
would-be journalist who thought she was 
being auditioned for a job in Kyiv. 

Likewise, the driver of the truck bomb 
which seriously damaged the Kerch 
Bridge to Crimea in October did not seem 
to know that he was driving 22 tonnes of 
high explosive. There does not yet seem 
to be a technical term for an involuntary 
suicide bombing attack, but this war is 
certainly seeing the tactic becoming a 
staple. 

Putin is hoping to outlast Ukraine’s will 
to fight and the West’s will to support it. 
Conversely, Ukraine is beginning to 
undermine the Kremlin’s narratives and 
make Russians more aware of how the 
war could affect them. 


THE POLITICAL FALLOUT 


As his troops are whittled away, Putin will 
eventually be faced with tough decisions 
to make as to where to find more. A high-- 
profile advertising campaign meant to 
encourage volunteers is not delivering 
the hoped-for results, so he will have to 
decide whether to send young conscripts 
or launch another fully fledged mobilisa- 
tion wave. Both of these would be unpop- 
ular anyway, but if Kyiv is able to con- 
vince Russians that the war is futile as 
well as dangerous, then in the words of 
one emigre political commentator, “the 
political cost to Putin would be even 
more painful”. 


A CATALYTIC MOMENT 


The last time Moscow was witness to such 


an embarrassing breach in 


its air 


defences was 1987, when a young Ger- 
man called Mathias Rust flew a light plane 
from Finland to land by the Kremlin. The 
reformist leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
seized the opportunity to clear out con- 
servatives in the high command and 
impose his nuclear disarmament agenda. 
Putin seems unlikely to turn on his long- 


suffering defence 


minister, Sergei 


Shoigu, just yet, but as with Rust’s quix- 
otic “peace flight”, the drone attack on 
the Kremlin may in hindsight prove to 
have been a catalytic moment. 

It marks the escalation of Ukraine’s 
“second front” inside Russia itself, a care- 
fully calibrated campaign of attacks 
meant to damage the Kremlin’s credibil- 
ity and its military and economic capaci- 


66 


ties, without threatening human lives. 

Whether 
successful or whether it ends up trigger- 
ing an angry backlash — a key reason why 


this campaign proves 


Kyiv is trying to keep it bloodless — it con- 


Suicide 
attacks 


veys a stark message: even the heavily 
defended heart of Putin’s state is not 
beyond our reach. 


Most Russians appear neither actively 


by proxy 
are now 
astaple 


to support or oppose the war but are try- 
ing to ignore it. This will become harder: 
as Leon Trotsky is apocryphally meant to 
have written, “You may not be interested 
in war, but war is interested in you.” 


tactic of 
the war 


Professor Mark Galeotti is the author of 
more than 20 books on Russia, most 
recently Putin’s Wars: From Chechnya to 


Ukraine, published by Bloomsbury 
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recent survey found that 
50 per cent of researchers in 
artificial intelligence (AD 
believe that this technology 
poses a 10 per cent risk of 
causing the extinction of the 
human race. A cynic might 
ask why these researchers 
haven’t all left their jobs — 
and last week, one of 

them did. 

Geoffrey Hinton, a pioneer of the 
machine-learning approach that 
dominates AI, resigned from tech giant 
Google. Hinton expressed alarm at the 
race among tech companies to develop 
and deploy generative AI, such as 
Microsoft’s ChatGPT and Google’s Bard, 
which he felt was irresponsible given the 
absence of suitable regulatory controls. 
“Tt is hard to see how you can prevent 
the bad actors from using it for bad 
things,” he said. 

Days after Hinton’s resignation the 
executives from some of the leading AI 
companies were called to a meeting at the 
White House and threatened with new 
regulations unless they rein in potentially 
dangerous developments in AI. 

The reason we fear this technology is 
because it has the potential to penetrate 
so many areas of our lives and do 
damage there — from the potential 
destruction of jobs to the development 
of autonomous weapons systems which 
could violate the laws of war. There is 
also a more general fear that AI will begin 
to replace everyday interactions and that 
we will soon be living in a more 
dehumanised world. 

These are some of the issues we have 
been considering at the Institute of 
Ethics in Al, at the University of Oxford 
since it was founded three years ago. 
Experts from the humanities and the 
sciences have been working together to 
assess the impact AI could and should 
have on everything from privacy, to 
education and even democracy- and the 
best way to respond. 

Here are six ways we could contain 
the threat of AI. 


1. DON'T FALL PREY TO 
THE DOOM-MONGERS 


There has always been a lag between 
technological advance and regulatory 
response but the risks are magnified in 
the case of AI because of its 
unprecedented potential to carry out 
tasks that were previously exclusively 
reserved to humans from writing code to 
medical diagnosis. 

Of course, we should take the fears of 
Al experts seriously. But we must keep a 
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number of things in mind. The first is 
that these experts are human beings, 
and therefore prey to standard human 
pathologies, such as doom-mongering 
and to be in awe of such powerful 
technology. 

There is also a tendency to magnify 
the significance — for good or ill — of 
one’s own area of expertise. 

Additionally, like any academic field, 
there are disagreements among AI 
scientists about where the threats lie. 
Some speculate that the emergence of 
artificial general intelligence (AGI) — 
systems that equal or surpass humans 
and could do away with us — is just 
around the corner. Others, citing failed 
prophecies about the takeover of our 
streets by self-driving cars, are far more 
sceptical. They argue that AGI will 
require decades of research and may 
require the development of an entirely 
novel approach that we cannot yet 
foresee. 

One theme we should certainly take 
seriously is scientists’ avowal that the 
way these AI systems based on modern 
machine learning produce their 
miraculous-seeming results is often 
opaque even to them. 


2. JUST BECAUSE WE CAN, IT 
DOESN'T MEAN WE SHOULD 


At present ላ115 often framed as an 
unstoppable process, but its regulation is 
ultimately an ethical question. But there 
are choices everywhere when it comes to 
AI, from the decision of whether or not to 
buy a social robot to keep one’s aged 
parents company, all the way through to 
the national laws and international treaties 
we choose to draw up. 

Ultimately, it is up to us, individually 
and collectively, to decide what role we 
want AI to have in human life. 

Nor is it acceptable to evade 
responsibility by portraying ourselves as 
playthings of inexorable market forces, as 
big tech companies are apt to do. As the 
meeting at the White House emphasises, 
the desire to secure market dominance 
cannot justify the choice to release AI 
applications that have not been properly 
tested for safety, with the result that the 
public become guinea pigs in a potentially 
dangerous experiment. 


3. LEARN FROM THE PAST 
DON'T OVER-REGULATE 


One thing we can do is learn from past 
efforts at regulating technology. We 
should not be discombobulated into 
assuming that a radically new 
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WAYS TO CONTAIN 


The rapid rise of artificial intelligence is 

provoking panic. But Oxford professors 

John Tasioulas and Nigel Shadbolt argue 
that the humans are still in control 
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technology demands radically new 
regulatory schemes. As a dean of 
Chicago Law School once wryly 
observed, there is no discrete area of 
law called “the law of the horse”, 
despite the animal’s immense 
significance in human history. The same 
may hold true for AI. 

Today, legal scholars such as Simon 
Chesterman at the National University of 
Singapore, have shown that many of the 
challenges posed by AI can be dealt with 
through the application of general pre- 
existing legal principles. For example, 
responsibility for decisions made by AI 
systems should be attributed to whoever 
is using them, making them or selling 
them, depending on the situation. 
Attempting to develop a bespoke 
comprehensive scheme specifically for 
the new technology threatens to 
produce overly complex and 
unprincipled regulation. 

This could well be the case with the 
EU’s proposed AI Act which tries to list in 
advance a series of “high risks” domains 
that may be impacted. 


4. STOP FOLLOWING THE 
‘ETHICAL EXPERTS’ 


Unfortunately, the AI field tends to distort 
ethical questions, seeing them as a matter 
of technical expertise to be resolved by 
technical specialists. In his book Human 
Compatible, the leading AI scientist Stuart 
Russell argues that ethics is a matter of 
identifying human preferences and 
maximising their overall fulfilment. But 
human preferences are often based on 
false beliefs or reflect pernicious attitudes, 
such as racism and sexism. 

In place of rule by experts, we urgently 
need to promote democratic deliberation 
about AI by an informed and empowered 
citizenry. Crucially important here is 
education, especially enhancing digital 
literacy throughout society as a whole. 
We should pay attention to Taiwan where 
Audrey Tang, the minister of digital affairs 
in the country, has been at the forefront of 
using digital technology to enhance 
citizen participation. The Taiwanese 
government lauched a discussion 
platform called Polis to gather and 
analyse diverse opinions from citizens 
and to synthesise them into insights that 
guide policy-making. A staggering 80 per 
cent of these platform disccussions lead 
to specific government action. 

It is only by making sure the issues are 
broadly understood will we be able to 
ensure that differing perspectives are 
heard, including the insights of those 
who are at the sharp end, such as those 
rendered jobless by automation. 


ILLUSTRATION: TONY BELL 
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5. SEARCH FOR A TRUCE 
IN THE Al ARMS RACE 


There is a powerful global dimension to 
the race for Al superiority, with China 
vying with the US for leadership. Any 
state that decelerates its development of 
Alin the name of ethics risks handing a 
devastating advantage to its less 
scrupulous rivals. 

So we face the daunting challenge of 
creating a global system for the 
regulation of AI, akin to the global 
architecture for nuclear arms control, at 
a time of confrontation between the 
great powers. The prospects of a global 
consensus may seem bleak, but we have 
to try. We need to develop minimally 
adequate standards for AI regulation 
that reflect what different countries and 
ideologies will be able to accept. 

This means giving up on the best to 
avoid the very worst. A first step might be 
to reach a consensus among leading 
democratic states on guidelines for 
developing and deploying AI and then to 
see how far we need to dilute that 
consensus to bring China and other key 
states on board. It’s not impossible that 
Britain, intermediate geographically and 
ideologically between a libertarian US and 
a Napoleonic EU, may have a constructive 
role to play in this urgent task. 


6. HELP IT BECOME A 
FORCE FOR GOOD 


Finally, let us not lose sight of the 
extraordinary potential for AI to enrich 
our lives, our societies and economies. AI 
will continue to revolutionise medicine, 
from the discovery of new drugs to early 
diagnosis of disease, from understanding 
our biology to managing every sort of 
medical surveillance. AI will help us 
understand climate change and work 
with humans to find ways to ameliorate 
its impact. It is already working with 
artists and musicians to create new 
content. AI can empower us rather than 
diminish us if we are all part ofa 
conversation about the values we wish to 
imbue in our systems and the regulatory 
environment in which they exist. 


John Tasioulas is a professor of ethics and 
legal philosophy at the University of 
Oxford and director of the Institute for 
Ethics in AI 


Nigel Shadbolt is a professor of computer 
science at the University of Oxford and 
distinguished senior scientist at the 
Institute for Ethics in AI 
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The guys were 
made in Chelsea. 
Their kids were 
made by me 


Bex Ward stepped in to help the 
reality show's Ollie and Gareth Locke 
start their family. But it’s tougher if 
youre not a TV star, writes Zoe Beaty 


year ago, Rebecca Ward 
was enjoying a typical 
Monday night at home 
in Chester. After a busy 
day working as a carer 
for people with Alzheimer’s 
disease and looking after her 
two young children, she and 
her partner had settled down 
to watch Made in Chelsea. 
When the episode ended, 
Ward, who is known as Bex, 
searched Instagram for Ollie 
Locke, one of the stars of the 
reality show, which follows 
the lives of rich, young 
people living in the affluent 


London borough — and sent 
him a direct message. 

Now acting as a surrogate 
for Locke, 36, and his 
husband, Gareth, 34, a 
fashion consultant, Ward is 22 
weeks pregnant with their 
twins. Sitting together ona 
bed at the couple’s London 
home and talking via Zoom, 
all three are clearly delighted. 
“Were like family,” Locke 
says. 

Made in Chelsea, in which 
Locke has starred since 2011, 
had for several series been 
following the couple’s efforts 


to have a child of their own 
via surrogacy. Failed 
attempts with a Brazilian egg- 
donor and two embryo 
transfers in Mexico and 
Cyprus had ended in 
heartbreak. “I’d seen Ollie 
and Gareth going through 
this,” says Ward, 35, who is 
originally from Co Durham. 
“They’d just lost their second 
pregnancy at six weeks, so I 
just messaged saying that it 
broke my heart and that if I 
could help in any way, please 
just let me know.” 

After a Zoom call or two, 
they met for lunch and talked 
about why Ward wanted to be 
a surrogate. “It’s a bit like 
online dating,” she says. “You 
either click or you don’t.” 

They began the surrogacy 
process almost immediately 
but in October found out the 
first round of IVF hadn’t 
worked. But in February, 
after a second round, Locke 
revealed Ward was carrying 
twins. They used a donor egg 
from a London egg bank and 
it was fertilised such that they 
won't know which of them 15 
the genetic father. 

Surrogacy was something 
Ward always thought she’d 
do. “I can’t wait for that 
moment when I can see the 
four of them as a family, and 


hopefully 171 feel proud that 
I’ve achieved that,” she says. 

Ward has faced criticism — 
both from people close to her 
and from members of the 
public messaging her on 
social media — but says it’s 
down to ignorance. “I’m not 
selling a child. I’m not giving 
my child away,” she explains. 
“Tm basically an oven and 
I’m helping to create a family 
because I believe everyone 
should have that chance.” 

There have been other 
hurdles too, such as breaking 
the news to her children 
Buddy, eight, and Rudy, five. 
Ward was particularly 
worried about her eldest, she 
says, who was more aware of 
what was going on. “He cried 
and said he didn’t want me to 
do it. But then we got books 
to help him understand.” Her 
partner, the director of a local 
lettings agency in Durham, 
supports her fully. 

Ward and the Lockes are 
keen to shed light on some of 
the issues around surrogacy, 
which is a contentious 
subject, especially in the UK, 
where the Law Commission 
recently announced plans to 
reform the regulations. 
Surrogacy agreements are 
governed by a series of 
separate — and somewhat 


LY 


inconsistent — laws dating 
from 2008 right back to the 
1980s. Advocates for reform 
argue the system is hard to 
navigate and fails to provide 
the right level of protection 
for all parties. Agreements 
are not legally binding — the 
surrogate could change her 
mind about giving up the 
baby at any point until 
parental rights are 
transferred, which can 
happen from six weeks after 
the birth but usually takes 
between six months and a 
year. Until then she is 


S ሪ412 
Gareth and Ollie Locke and Bex Ward say they're “like family” 


considered the legal parent 
despite having no genetic link 
to the child. 

It is also illegal to “solicit” 
for surrogacy in this country, 
to ensure both parties enter 
into an agreement freely. This 
means the Lockes could not 
ask someone to be a 
surrogate but could accept 
Ward’s approach. “We're in 
the privileged position of 
being able to talk about this 
ona TV show,” Gareth says. 
Many women came forward 
offering to be a surrogate. 
“It’s a weird thing because 


you have to wonder, with our 
backgrounds, what the 
intentions and motivations of 
people reaching out are. 
That’s always the concern 
because you're like, ‘Does 
someone want to do this 
because they see us on TV?’” 

Unlike in the US, where 
surrogates are typically paid 
between $30,000 and 
$60,000, UK laws prohibit 
any sort of “commercial fee”. 
Instead, surrogates can be 
paid up to £20,000 in 
expenses during the course of 
the pregnancy. Their “social 
contract” includes 
healthcare, counselling and 
life insurance for Ward. 

The couple estimate the 
process has cost upward of 
£200,000. Locke has an 
estimated fortune of 
£8 million, earned largely 
through his television work 
and business ventures, 
including the sale of Chappy, 
his gay dating app, but the 
cost of surrogacy puts it 
beyond the reach of many 
families with fertility 
problems and LGBT couples 
looking to create families of 
their own. 

The process is a legal and 
emotional minefield. The 
couple’s first surrogate was 
another British woman who 


messaged them on Instagram 
having watched Made in 
Chelsea. Having planned to 
conceive in the US, where 
they would be entitled to 
more information about their 
egg donor, the couple and 
their surrogate were diverted 
by Covid restrictions to 
Mexico, where they went 
through one unsuccessful 
round of IVF. When a second 
attempt in Cyprus ended in 
miscarriage, says Locke, 
“doctors advised we seek 
another surrogate”. 

This time around, the trio 
are keen to try to builda 
modern, blended family. 
Ward’s children now refer to 
Locke and Gareth as their 
uncles and say the twins will 
grow up as their cousins. 

“Tve made sure my boys 
don’t feel too attached — but I 
suppose it’s really, really good 
we're all maintaining a 
relationship. If we weren’t, 
Pd still be able to see them 
grow up in the public eye, but 
this way I can see them 
privately,” says Ward, adding 
that she is “super-proud” of 
her role. 

“Why shouldn’t everyone 
have the chance to become 
parents and to have a family 
of their own? That’s what 
we're put here for, I think.” 
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My year looking 


through the 
keyhole of 
our Ukraine 


refugee schemi 


A social worker who has seen arrivals placed 
everywhere from castles to sheds tells how 


she witnessed the best and worst of humanity 


year ago, shortly after 
Homes for Ukraine was 
launched, I joined the 


scheme as a social worker. 
Since then, more than 
150,000 refugees have enter- 
ed the country from Ukraine 
— and more than 120,000 
Britons have opened their 
homes to welcome them. 
During the past 12 months I have been 
into castles and garden sheds to welcome 
scared guests and reassure anxious 
hosts. I have been baffled by bureaucracy 
and witnessed exploitation and abuse. It 
has been extraordinary to have played a 
part in the largest refugee scheme since 
the Second World War. 

The Homes for Ukraine scheme was 
launched with Churchillian flourish in 
March last year. Almost immediately, a 
fevered atmosphere enveloped the coun- 
try, as many of us who had been appalled 
by Putin’s invasion of Ukraine weeks ear- 
lier were given a way to offer practical 
help. Spare rooms were cleaned and 
Ukrainian flags were draped from win- 
dows as all around the country, people 
signed up as hosts. 

Ukrainians were offered two routes of 
entry to the UK: those who were already 
resident here but wanted their families to 
join them could apply through the 
Ukraine Family scheme; everyone else 
had to apply through Homes for Ukraine. 
With more than 30 years’ experience in 
social care, I decided the best thing I 
could do was to apply to work on the 
ground as a social worker. 

I would be based in my nearest town, 
in southeast England, an area character- 
ised by vast wealth but with a shortage of 
affordable housing and a large number of 
homeless people. The scheme is unusual 
in that it relies on the altruism of individ- 
ual host families who volunteered to 
help, along with a basic level of govern- 
ment oversight. 

Hosts and guests were expected to ini- 
tiate contact through a government or 
charity portal, to decide whether or not 
they would get along and to complete the 
matching process. Then the local council 
would ask a social care practitioner to 
make a one-off visit to complete safe- 
guarding checks and assess the host for 
their Disclosure and Barring (DBS) check. 
This was the job I would do. 

In the early days, most of the 
refugees were women, some with chil- 
dren. Many were from the capital, Kyiv, 
and had managed to leave the country 
fairly early in the war by crossed into 
Poland. Several had good computer 
skills, which had allowed them to navi- 
gate the convoluted system of finding a 
host and to gain knowledge of how to 
present themselves attractively to their 
potential hosts. Some had even smuggled 
pets through immigration. One young 


woman arrived with her son and a cat 
and large dog, to find her hosts were 
expecting her to sleep in an unheated gar- 
den shed. She eventually returned to 
Ukraine, having decided her quality of 
life would be better there. 

Those who had come from Kyiv were 
cosmopolitan and well-travelled and often 
spoke English. But over time, they were 
joined by others who had managed to 
escape from crumbling buildings and cel- 
lars with only the clothes on their backs. 

The early days of the scheme were char- 
acterised by consistent and systemic 
chaos. The civil service hastily cobbled 
together the guidance for the vision and 
response but the project was to be imple- 
mented by county councils, with all the 
inherent bureaucracy. Managers came and 
went on almost a weekly basis, as did the 
ever-changing guidance from a Home 
Office trying to keep up with an ever-grow- 
ing number of arrivals. 

More than 50,000 refugees arrived in 
the UK within the first four months of the 
scheme. I would visit the hosts at home 
and had about an hour to assess all 
aspects of safeguarding with them, often 
with a traumatised guest who spoke no 
English already in situ. It was a tall order. 
Hosts — most of whom had never had any 
contact with social services before — were 
often bemused, irritated and sometimes 
angered by the whole thing. On occasion, 
hosts refused to complete their DBS 
checks, while others failed them due to 
minor criminal offences in their youth. 

The financial circumstances of the hosts 
varied wildly — on more than one occasion 
I was told to drive over the moat and bang 
on the castle doors. I’ve also been into 
rural cottages with no wi-ficonnection and 
flickering lights, where time seems to have 
stood still. 

To the Ukrainians, it felt like a lucky 
dip. Some ended up in their own guest 
wing or a well-appointed annex; others 
were given a shed at the end of the gar- 
den. Many of the refugees, having come 
from flats in Ukraine, were delighted to 
find themselves in homes with gardens. 
One older woman who was housed in the 
home of a talented gardener refused to 
learn any English, despite encourage- 
ment, but spent her time wreathed in 
smiles sitting on the patio with a hot 
water bottle, a contraption she had never 
apparently come across before. One 
thing that cropped up frequently as a 
source of friction was the coldness of 
English houses. For Ukrainians accus- 
tomed to lower heating costs, there was a 
temptation to turn the radiators on full. 

There was no exact recipe for a happy 
shared home, but having space generally 
helped. Material comfort wasn’t every- 
thing. I met one couple with their own 
social care needs who appeared to be on 
the edge of real poverty and watched them 
welcome into their home two Ukrainians 


Her hosts 
were 
expecting 
her to 
sleepinan 
unheated 
garden 
shed 


in their twenties, cooking them meals and 
driving them to appointments. 

One weakness of the scheme is the lack 
of continuing support. Where possible, I 
would have a follow-up visit to make sure 
the refugees were adjusting to their new 
lives. But the scheme makes no real pro- 
vision for any long-term care, which, 
with the emergence of evidence of brutal 
war crimes, is becoming a problem. 

Because the matches were made virtu- 
ally at the beginning of the conflict, all the 
checks had to be done retrospectively — 
and 1 did come across red flags. On more 
than one occasion, I turned up at houses 
where Ukrainians were being asked to 
work for their host families without pay- 
ment, usually doing cleaning and house- 
work. In one instance, it transpired that the 
host actually ran a cleaning business and 
was expecting her guest to work for free. 


here were also instances of sexual 
exploitation. On one assessment I 
arrived to meet a 19-year-old 
Ukrainian woman who had 
matched herself with a middle-aged 
man who lived alone in an isolated spot. 
It didn’t take long to realise their relation- 
ship had become physical. The distinc- 
tion between a safe home and a poten- 
tially coercive one can be subtle. Though 
they were both consenting adults, she 
was, in my view, vulnerable. I offered her 
the chance to leave and she moved. No 
criminal checks were carried out on the 
Ukrainian guests arriving, however. 
Most of the hosts were motivated by a 
charitable desire to help, but there is no 
doubt money played a part for some. The 
most unusual aspect of this scheme -- in 
the early days, at least — is that there 
appeared to be no shortage of funding. 
Through a £10,500 tariff for each 
arrival in their area, councils have 
received £1.1 billion from the government 
to implement the scheme. Hosts were 
offered a monthly payment of £350, with 
the later offer of an additional £150 a 
month for those who continued to host 
guests for longer than 12 months. Homes 
for Ukraine arrivals have been given an 
upfront payment of £200 for every mem- 
ber of their family, including children, 
and are eligible for universal credit. These 
payments are not means-tested and I have 
been asked to deliver welcome payments 
speedily to a large Ukrainian family flying 
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to their holiday home in Greece and to a 
couple who were buying a BMW that day. 
The funding for the scheme was reduced 
significantly in January but the elephant 
in the room for me in those early months 
was why the Ukrainians were being met 
with such generosity when those coming 
from equally tragic war-torn corners of 
the globe, such as Afghanistan, Syria or 
Burma, were not. 

Another thing that has changed over 
the past year is the demography of the 
guests. As the war went on, more men — 
some coming with their partners and 
others joining their wives — started arriv- 
ing. Many hosts will have been unaware 
that Ukraine does not permit men of 
fighting age without medical exemption 
to leave the country. 

These new arrivals have, in some 
cases, created a dilemma for hosts who 
were happy to provide a home for a 
female refugee but less willing to share 
their house with an extended family. This 
has increased pressure on a system that is 
already feeling the strain. Many hosts 
signed up thinking their guests would 
stay for six months but the war is not let- 
ting up. One in five hosts have now opted 
out of the scheme. About 76 per cent of 
hosts have helped their guests to find 
alternative accommodation but 69 per 
cent of refugees have said they cannot 
afford to rent privately. As of March 2023, 
61 per cent of Ukrainian adult refugees in 
the UK were employed or self-employed. 
Some are working remotely from their 
jobs in Ukraine, which means they strug- 
gle to afford English rents. An estimated 
5,000 refugees are facing homelessness. 

The number of refugees applying for 
visas is still rising. Missiles have hit every 
region of Ukraine and its economy shrank 
by 30 per cent last year. These factors did 
not influence my decision to move on 
from my job last month, but they make me 
worry for the months ahead. 

Working on the scheme has shown me 
there can be prejudice in acts of altruism, 
and exploitation of people in need, but 
despite this I feel honoured to have played 
arole. I have sat down with people facing 


the profound sadness and loneliness of |. 


leaving their home and been surprised to 
find there can be laughter in the darkness 
and friendship in loss. And it has been 
humbling to see first-hand the generosity 
of which this country is capable. 


Who cares ifprawn 
toast isn’t authentic? 
My family’s Chinese 
takeaway offered 

so much more 


Americans who blast anglicised dishes miss 
the point of culinary history, says Angela Hui 


hether yov’re 
ordering prawn 
toast, chicken balls 
or crispy seaweed, 
Chinese takeaways 
hold an important place in 
the culinary landscape. I 
should know — I grew up in 
one: the Lucky Star in Beddau 
in the south Wales valleys, 
where my brothers and I 
would help our parents serve 
steaming containers of egg 
fried rice, crispy beef and 
chicken curry 364 days a year 
(we shut on Christmas Day). 

But over the past few days 
British-Chinese food has been 
under attack. British people 
have been posting pictures of 
Chinese takeaway orders on 
TikTok. It has alerted 
thousands of Americans to 
the existence of the British- 
Chinese takeaway, and they 
are not impressed. “Why do 
they drench it in curry 
sauce??” asked a commenter. 
Others expressed disgust at 
the “dry” and “beige” food. 
“All their plates are almost 
exactly the same,” Soogia, an 
American TikTok influencer 
of Korean descent, told her 
1.7 million followers. “I don’t 
know what chicken balls are.” 

What the Americans may 
not realise is that British- 
Chinese food is the result of 
an assimilation of cultures, 
developed over decades. The 
first wave of takeaways were 
set up by immigrants in the 
1950s, when the UK relaxed 
its immigration laws to ease a 
labour shortage after the war. 
By 1971 Chinese takeaways 
were opening at the rate of 
three a week. 

My parents came to the UK 
from Hong Kong in 1985 in 
search of a better quality of 
life. Three years later they 
opened the Lucky Star, 
choosing south Wales 
because we had relatives in 
the area running takeaways. 

There’s a lot of culinary 
innovation that’s not often 
talked about. In the 1980s the 
thought of serving fish with 
its head attached, prawns in 
their shells or offal would 
probably have made 
customers run a mile. 
Families used whatever 
ingredients were available 
and tried new things, mixing 
English dishes with a touch of 
Sichuanese or Cantonese to 
appeal to a public unfamiliar 
with this new cuisine. 
Dishes were invented: 


chicken balls are probably a 
take on fish and chips, and 
curry sauce may well have 
been a result of the influence 
of Indian immigration in the 
1950s and 1960s — so 
Americans are unlikely to 
recognise it in their own 
“takeouts”. Other inventions 
include egg foo yung (an 
omelette dish), prawn toast 
and desserts such as banana 
and pineapple fritters. Also 
popular in the Welsh valleys 
were chicken curry and half 
rice and half chips. Spice was 
toned down to suit the 
English palate. Chinese food 
in America will have evolved 
too: chop suey originated 
there. 

When I was in my teens, I 
loathed working in the 
takeaway because I was 
bullied for it and desperately 
wanted to fit in. Classmates 
would often pull slanted-eye 
racist gestures at me and 
tease me for having an 
undertone of deep-fat fryer 
oil and sweet and sour sauce. 

But the takeaway was our 
main source of income, and 
working behind the counter 
taught me important skills. As 
an adult I can say I wouldn’t 
have wanted it any other way. 
It’s shaped the person I am — 
with a strong work ethic that I 
value in adulthood. 

By the time my parents’ 
takeaway closed — they sold 
the shop in 2018 after 30 
years — it was an important 
part of the community, but in 
recent years the number of 
takeaways appears to have 
been declining. In 2019 the 
number of Chinese 
restaurants in the UK fell by 
7 per cent, according to 
research by a consultancy. 

Palates are now more 
sophisticated. There is a huge 
variety of regional Chinese 
cuisines available. That is 
something to celebrate, but 
for me there will always be 
nostalgia for the takeaways 
that served food alongside a 
smile and a chat. 


Takeaway: Stories from 
Behind the Counter by Angela 
Hui is out in hardback, £16.99 


I rescued a baby fox, but my daft-as-a-brush neighbours want to adopt it 


When Charlie Bowden found a helpless 
cub ina hedge, he planned to return it 
to the wild. He hadn't banked ona 
custody row with people on his street 


ast weekend I woke toa 

yapping, screeching 

sound. It permeated my 

dreams and ruined my 

sleep. It was also the 
beginning of a saga that has 
caused chaos all the way up 
my street. At the centre of it 
all? A very small fox. 

On Sunday morning my 
girlfriend pointed out that 
someone’s dog had been 
barking all night. The noise 
continued for the next two 
nights and on Tuesday 
evening I finally caved and set 
off nervously down the street 
to find the dog-torturers. 

I knocked on the door of 
some neighbours who were 
equally concerned about the 
crazed barking but had no 
idea where the sound was 
coming from. When I got 
home, however, I discovered 
that my neighbours a few 
doors down had launched a 


search party of their own. 
They were in their back 
garden rustling through the 
hedges when one of them 
cried out: “I think 1 can see it 
— it’s a baby fox.” 

This will not be a surprise 
to any city-dweller in the UK. 
A study in 2017 by Brighton 
and Reading Universities put 
the number of urban foxes 
close to 150,000, with the 
highest density in 
Bournemouth, followed by 
London. 

The animals can be noisy, 
particularly in breeding 
season and when the cubs are 
young, from May to 
midsummer. By May the cubs 
are starting to play and eat 
solid food. But ours was on its 
own and was clearly 
distressed. Could it be stuck? 
I climbed on my garden wall 
in an effort to see what was 
happening. Another 


neighbour had brought out a 
stepladder to see if they could 
get a better look at the fox in 
its hiding place. By now most 
of the residents of our street 
were in their back gardens 
and a conversation was taking 
place over six or seven 
fences. 

It was at this point that I 
began to worry about a duty 
of care. If the fox cub had 
been abandoned by its 
mother, whose responsibility 
was it? 

I went indoors to eat my 
dinner but my worst fears 
were realised shortly 
afterwards when 8 man witha 
ginger, Bob Dylan-style 
haircut and skinny jeans 
appeared on my doorstep 
cradling said fox. It was 
wrapped in a blanket and 
looked helpless, like baby 
Jesus in a nativity play. He 
lived next door, he said, and 
he believed that the mother 
fox lived in our garden: “ 1 
have her cub. I need to leave it 
outside your house so she can 
save it.” I was about to shut 
the door when the furry Jesus 
opened its mouth and 


yawned. It had the eyes of 
an angel and the face ofa 
puppy. Fine — I relented and 
let him in. 

It was at this point that 
things became complicated. 
Bob Dylan couldn’t decide if 
the cub was better off where 
the mother last saw him or 


The UK has 
150,000 urban 
foxes, with the 


where we last saw the to call the Fox Project, an 
mother. The neighbour called | animal rescue centre in Kent. 
the RSPCA and was told we There followed an absurd 


should leave the cub outside. 
He took it back to his garden 
and released it there. We 
endured another night of 
barking before, exhausted at 
work the next day, I decided 


highest density 
in Bournemouth 
and London 


conversation in which I was 
asked to mimic the fox cub’s 
cry while the call handler 
tried to interpret what it 
might mean. She gave a bleak 
prognosis: the mother had 
died, rejected the cub or lost 
it. This, I learnt, is very rare. 

She advised me to leave the 
fox for the mother to pick it 
up, or if — as I suspected — it 
was abandoned, to bring it 
into their care. 

The charity takes in 
roughly 150 abandoned foxes 
a year and scouts out 30 
release locations, where 
there is little competition 
from other foxes and no 
shooting. 

As the situation had been 
going on for several days, she 
suggested that we take it to 
South Essex Wildlife Hospital, 
closer to our flat, which 
would raise it until the end of 
summer, when it would ከፎ 
healthy and strong enough to 
be released into the wild. 

I was eager to tell my 
neighbours the news. But by 


now a “fox chat” WhatsApp 
group had been set up and I 
discovered that our cub had 
made its way over to another 
neighbour’s garden. 

So I went round, knocked 
on the door and volunteered 
to drive the cub to the animal 
hospital — only to find that 
furry Jesus had cast his spell 
on the neighbours, who had 
decided to hand-raise him 
until August, when he would 
be old enough to manage on 
his own. I thought this was a 
very bad idea. 

There has been much 
debate in recent years on 
whether or not to feed foxes. 
It can make them less afraid 
of humans, and there are 
occasional reports of foxes 
coming into houses and 
biting children. The most 
notorious case was in 2010 
when a pair of nine-month 
old twins were treated in 
hospital after being mauled 
by a fox as they slept in their 
cots in east London. 

Joanna Lumley was 
criticised when she admitted 
giving dog food to foxes that 
visited her garden in London 


and allowing them to curl up 
on her sofa. The 
environmentalist Chris 
Packham, meanwhile, has 
advised against feeding foxes. 
“They shouldn’t be 
encouraged too close to 
people. If you’re going to feed 
them, feed them at a great 
distance and watch them 
through binoculars,” he said. 
The RSPCA guidelines state: 
“Never try to rear a cub 
yourself.” 

I pleaded my case, 
repeating the advice of the 
kind folk at the Fox Project, 
but my neighbours weren’t 
budging. 

This development threw 
the WhatsApp group into 
uproar. One neighbour 
wanted joint custody. 

Others began to request 
visitation rights. 

As the week drew to an 
end, the battle for the 
orphaned fox was still 
raging. I believe my 
neighbours are feeding it cat 
food. Until I can talk some 
sense into them, I am going to 
have to get used to sleepless 
nights and a lot of barking. 
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The King’s critical role is as 
protector of our constitution 


e are here to crown a 
king, and we crowna 
king to serve,” said 
Justin Welby. 80 
began the sermon 
leading to the first 
coronation in 70 
years. Those 14 words 
encapsulated the tripartite nature of the 
British constitution. God, through the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, blesses the 
monarch. The King or Queen is head of 
state. But in practice, since the 19th 
century, he or she has supported 
parliament and the public rather than 
ruled over them. 

The royal family provides a sense of 
continuity alongside an electoral system 
that makes possible frequent changes of 
government. The Church of England pri- 
mate’s opening statement sought to rec- 
oncile a eucharistic ceremony consecrat- 
ing a hereditary monarch with a modern 
parliamentary democracy. 

Those who watched Elizabeth 115 coro- 
nation in 1953, the dawn of the television 
age, will have recognised much in yester- 
day’s pomp and pageantry. The ritual has 
changed little since King Edgar was 
crowned at Bath Abbey in 973. Some ele- 
ments of Charles 1115 service were even 
more ancient. The King requested that the 
St Augustine Gospels, which dates to the 
sixth century, be carried to the nave. 

The late Queen’s seven-decade reign 
bridged old and new, bending from a time 
of postwar rationing and deference 
towards today’s world of global uncer- 
tainty andirreverence. She was a constant 
throughout crises and squalls — Suez, 
Britain’s IMF bailout, industrial unrest, 
the Falklands, recessions, the Scottish 
independence referendum, Brexit and 
Covid. Her presence in public life was 
bookended by unifying interventions — a 
1940 radio broadcast in which a teenage 
Elizabeth expressed “true sympathy” for 
children evacuated during the Blitz, and 
her promise to the nation during the first 
lockdown that “we will meet again”. 

The great strength of the monarchy is 
its resilience to the vicissitudes that blow 
political powers off course. Over the past 
seven years the royal family has stood 
above the fray as the aftershocks from the 
Brexit vote have strained parliament to 
breaking point and the Conservative 
Party has churned through five prime 
ministers. Charles’s words to Liz Truss as 
he greeted the then prime minister during 


the economic maelstrom that destroyed 
her brief premiership — “Back again? 
Dear, oh dear” — captured the sangfroid 
monarchy can lay over the heat of events. 

Our constitution is unwritten. It 
requires a suspension of disbelief and 
works on a presumption that key figures 
will behave decently. But it has generally 
served us well. It is partly why Britain 
muddled through the upheaval of the 
20th century while some of our European 
neighbours succumbed to dictatorships — 
in the cases of Spain and Portugal, ones 
that lasted well into the 1970s. That we 
take our stability for granted is testament 
to how subtly the compact holds together. 

And that is what makes this weekend’s 
spectacle so significant on a secular and 
societal level. The symbolism of a man 
changing into simple robes and dis- 
appearing behind a screen to be anointed 
with holy oil matters because it is a 
renewal not just of monarchy but of our 
constitution. It is a rare instance of 
physical affirmation for a nation that pre- 
fers to live on raised eyebrows and shared 
understandings. 

Charles has sometimes shown poor 
judgment in the past, making inappropri- 
ate comments on matters ranging from 
architecture to warfare and accepting 
donations to his charities from individuals 
who may appear to have dubious motives. 
Since becoming King at the age of 74, he 
has shown an appreciation for his greater 
role, making sure-footed public appear- 
ances including an address to the Bundes- 
tag delivered in fluent German. 

The Windsors have also had their share 
of familial strife. The acrimonious exit of 
Prince Harry and Meghan and the ostra- 
cism of Prince Andrew after a string of 
scandals have tarnished the institution, as 
Charles’s divorce from Diana did in 1996. 
As well as trying to pour calming oil on a 
nation troubled by a cost of living crisis, 
with what promises to be a highly charged 
general election looming, Charles needs 
to curb the propensity of the royal family’s 
warring factions to do further damage. 

The King has described himself as a 
protector of faiths as well as Defender of 
the Faith — a title bestowed on Henry VIII 
by the Pope and retained after the break 
from Rome. He must also bea protector of 
the constitution. In an often confused era 
of division and disinformation, the new 
King has the potential to perform the 
same critical function as his mother did so 
adeptly over 70 years. 


Starmer has momentum 
but Sunak’s still in the race 


A new dawn has not quite broken, but 
Labour woke up to a very good set of local 
election results on Friday, while the 
Tories’ predicament only deepened as 
results filtered through. 

Conservative predictions of 1,000 lost 
seats — supposed to be expectation man- 
agement before a less bad outcome - 
turned out to be on the money. Labour 
gained more than 500 wards, winning 
control of Tory strongholds such as 
Medway in Kent and becoming the biggest 
party in local government for the first 
time since 2002. 

It is not yet time for Sir Keir Starmer to 
rejoice, however. Labour’s share of the 
vote simply held steady while the Con- 
servatives’ share collapsed. A replication 
of these patterns in a general election 
would probably lead to a hung parlia- 
ment. With a combined share of 55 per 


cent, Labour and the Liberal Democrats 
could be forced into a form of coalition, 
possibly with the SNP. 

For Rishi Sunak the fabled narrow path 
to victory is narrowing further. Some 
voters remain sceptical he marks a fresh 
start after the chaos of Boris Johnson and 
Liz Truss. The prime minister has made 
five pledges, including tackling NHS wait- 
ing lists and stopping small boats. The 
Tories are still being punished for the 
mayhem of 2022. The party should ignore 
mutterings for the return of Johnson or 
Trussonomics. Its best hope is that 
Sunak’s instinctive financial husbandry 
starts to bear fruit. 

Starmer, meanwhile, will come under 
pressure to set out a clear policy platform 
as election day approaches. But these 
elections confirm the momentum — albeit 
with a small “m” — is with Labour. 


The 70-year itch 


If patience is a virtue, the King must by 
now be a very good man. Having become 
the heir apparent aged three, he waited 
for 70 years to get the top job. This is hard 
for the rest of us to imagine. In an age of 
same-day deliveries and films on demand, 
we find it a challenge to wait ten minutes 
for a bus. 

The wait for the crown is over, but the 
length ofit does raise a niggling worry. We 
all know the feeling: you look forward 
to something for a while — a holiday, a 


birthday present or just a nice slice of 
quiche - and when it finally arrives, it 
doesn’t quite live up to expectations. 

So far, the new King shows every sign of 
enjoying himself. After the longest 
apprenticeship in royal history, even the 
grouchiest republican will not begrudge 
him that. Millions yesterday wished him 
a happy and glorious reign. Time will tell 
on the second of those; the first has 
already started. 

We hope it continues. He’s earned it. 


Dominic Lawson 


Xi has Putin trapped on 
the global chessboard 


China’s victory against Russia in the world championship is symbolic | 


he oldest war game can always 
generate novelty. As it did last 
weekend, when, after an exhausting 
18-game struggle, a 30-year-old 
Chinese grandmaster, Ding Liren, 
defeated his slightly older Russian 
opponent, Ian Nepomniachtchi, to 
become world chess champion. True, 
the contest was only between the world’s 
second and third-strongest players, as the 
former champion, Norway’s Magnus Carlsen, 
had decided he could no longer endure the 
effort required for such attritional combat. 
Still, this was a moment of obvious symbolism: 
the first Chinese man to hold the supreme title 
in the mental conflict that more than any other 
has been associated with Russian dominance — 
and in which Vladimir Putin takes an almost 
proprietorial interest. 

It was also a posthumous apotheosis for Liu 
Wenzhe, who was the trailblazer in the 
development of chess in China, having been 
influenced by fraternal visits from Soviet 
grandmasters in the 1960s. Liu died in 2011, but 
11 years earlier had written: “The contest 
between the Chinese School and the Soviet 
School (better call it the Russian School now) is 
just beginning. It will last a long time, at least 
20-50 years.” He then made a forecast that at 
the time would have seemed absurd: “Chinese 
players [will] surpass the Russians ... this is the 
necessary logic of chess history.” 

This long predated the “friendship without 
limits” proclaimed between the two states by 
Presidents Putin and Xi. There will be no public 
gloating by Beijing over the triumph of its man. 
But, as with chess, it is necessary to go below 
the surface to discover the true designs of the 
principals. For example, last week the Russian 
authorities began the prosecution of eight new 
“spying” cases in the country’s far east, 
including two that involve state secrets 
allegedly handed over by Russians recruited by 
the Chinese government. This is a continuation 
ofa pattern: between 1997 and 2019 Russian 
courts convicted 14 people of transferring state 
secrets to China. 

And in the more open world (just about) of 
diplomacy, China has made a move that will 
give Putin more cause for alarm than an 
“enemy” drone landing on top of the Kremlin: 
last week Beijing voted for a UN resolution that 
contained a paragraph explicitly referring to 
“aggression by the Russian Federation against 
Ukraine”. Beijing claimed it had not changed its 
view of the issue and was merely indicating its 
support for the whole motion, which called for 


closer co-operation between the UN and the 
Council of Europe. But that in itself is revealing. 
It has dawned on China that Xi’s “best friends” 
relationship with the warmonger Putin is 
gravely threatening its prospects in Europe, 
notably with Germany, which is retreating from 
its previous policy of putting business interests 
ahead of western solidarity. 

Moscow, meanwhile, has become almost 
pathetically reliant on China economically 
because of the sanctions imposed by the 
West and Europe’s closure to Siberian gas. 

The deals that Russia has been obliged to sign 
for oil and gas sales to China are hugely 
advantageous to the purchaser. This was 
evident even before the invasion of Ukraine. A 
2021 paper by the former Russian deputy 
energy minister Vladimir Milov for a Brussels 
think tank, with the subtitle “Why Sino-Russian 
economic co-operation is not working”, 
noted: “Most elements of the comprehensive 
Russia-China economic agenda announced 
seven years ago have proven to be not 
economically feasible, and even the feasibility 
of the oil and gas supplies is conditional on 
extreme tax exemptions provided by the 
Russian government.” 

Another Russian commentator, Tatyana 
Zabortseva from the Siberian Institute of 
Geography, complains that eastern Siberia has 
in effect been turned into a “raw material 
pantry” for China. The Russian novelist 
Dostoevsky, in Diary of a Writer, claimed: “In 
Europe we were hangers-on and slaves, while 
in Asia we shall be the masters.” It’s clear, now, 
who has really become the master in the East. 

Meanwhile, though it has refused to supply 
military equipment to either side in the 
Ukraine war, China remains Kyiv’s biggest 
trading partner — and doubtless sees great 
possibilities for its construction companies in 
the rebuilding of Ukraine that would follow an 
end to the war. Last week Xi had a conversation 
with Volodymyr Zelensky, which the Ukrainian 
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president described as “long and meaningful”. 
Until now Washington has been dismissive of 
Beijing’s aspirations to be a peace broker. But if 
the Ukrainian president himself is prepared to 
countenance such a Chinese role, it looks odd 
for the State Department to object. So on 
Wednesday the secretary of state, Antony 
Blinken, when asked about Beijing’s role ina 
possible peace deal, said: “It’s certainly 
possible that China would have a role to play in 
that effort. And that could be very beneficial.” 

Iassume that Xi would not have spoken to 
Zelensky without first discussing the matter 
with Putin. But the Russian president could 
hardly have been happy with the Chinese 
readout of those talks. It stressed what Beijing 
called the need to respect the “sovereignty, 
independence and territorial integrity of all 
countries, regardless of whether they were 
weak or strong”. 

The same words appeared in the opening 
paragraph of the Chinese “peace plan” for 
Ukraine, released on the anniversary of the 
invasion — and, if they are sincerely meant by 
Beijing, are exactly the opposite of Putin’s view 
that Ukraine is not a real country. They are 
consistent with the fact that Beijing has never 
recognised Russia’s annexation of Crimea. 

According to The Washington Post, where 
Blinken’s welcoming of China’s role first 
appeared, “Russia has been unhappy with the 
Chinese mediation effort, several 
administration officials [said]. But Moscow, 
subordinate to Beijing economically ... can’t 
easily resist China’s wishes.” 

Yes, that’s the hole Putin has dug for his 
country with what we chess players would 
term “an attack not justified by the position”. 
But this is a real war, not a board game. And 
vain dictators are less rational than 
grandmasters in a purely cerebral conflict. 

Ukraine’s coming spring offensive will be the 
true test of the balance of power between two 
real armies; and only if it sees military 
momentum shift in Kyiv’s direction might 
Moscow begin to entertain peace talks on 
terms that the people of Ukraine could begin to 
accept. If that happens, Putin will no longer be 
fully in control of the pieces on the Russian side 
of the board. 

At the moment he realised he was about to 
lose the final game to his Chinese opponent, 
Nepomniachtchi’s right hand suddenly jerked, 
sending captured pieces tumbling off the edge 
of the board. But no symbolism can express the 
bloody chaos of what we will soon witness. 
dominic.lawson@sunday-times.co.uk 


Hadley Freeman 
Welcome tothe 
doctors resistance 


F ri 


A legion of medics is mobilising to champion evidence over trans i 


deology 


was at a talk in London recently when I 
noticed a man waiting to meet me. He was 
an inner-city GP, he said, and there was a 
group that wished to speak to me — had I 
heard of CAN-SG? I have now. Over the 
past week Tve spoken to several members 
of the Clinical Advisory Network on Sex 
and Gender, set up about three years ago 
by and for clinicians in the UK and Ireland who 
want greater understanding of the effects of 
sex and gender in healthcare. 

In other words, it’s a group of medical 
professionals who are concerned that the 
creep of gender ideology into their profession 
is compromising their duty to do no harm. 
Some told me they had been accused by their 
own colleagues of transphobia for — in one 
instance — not using a patient’s chosen 
pronouns when discussing their case, even 
though the patient wasn’t present. “It’s 
confusing to describe a young female patient’s 
history of sexual abuse and trauma if I have to 
refer to her as ‘him’,” said an NHS psychiatrist. 

Others described their frustration with 
medical institutions such as the Royal College 
of Psychiatrists, which in November publicly 
rebuked its own members on Twitter for asking 
questions after an equality, diversity and 
inclusion training session in which it was 
claimed, among other things, that biological 
sex is “socially contrived” as opposed to a 
scientific fact. In February the college 
proudly announced it had received a gold 
award from Stonewall’s LGBT workplace 
equality scheme, which some have accused of 
stifling free speech. 

Many mentioned the deletion of the word 
“woman” from some NHS web pages about the 
menopause and ovarian and cervical cancer, 
which one GP described to me as “a travesty 
that will be harmful to women”. 

Almost all asked to be anonymous in this 
article. “The level of fear is pretty strong 
among our members. We have GPs, nurses, 
midwives, physiotherapists, academics. But 
about half our members work in the 
psychiatric professions, because they have 


been at the sharp end of the risks of gender- 
affirming care and the lack of evidence,” 
CAN-SG’s co-chairwoman Dr Louise Irvine, a 
retired GP, told me. 

“Gender-affirming care” refers to the theory 
that ifa patient says they feel their gender does 
not match their biological sex, the medical 
professional must immediately agree with 
them. According to gender ideologues, ifa 
doctor asks the patient questions such as, 
“When did this feeling start, and could it have 
anything to do with your sexuality?”, that is 
tantamount to gay conversion therapy. 
“Several colleagues have been accused within 
their profession of conversion therapy just for 
asking their patients questions, which does 
make you nervous,” one GP told me. And how 
old are the younger patients who have come to 
the GP with gender dysphoria? “Anywhere 
between ll and 14. Mainly girls who had 
previously identified as lesbians.” 

At first I was surprised that CAN-SG has to 
exist at all. Since Dr Hilary Cass published her 
interim review last year, which heavily 
criticised the gender-affirming treatment given 
to young people with gender dysphoria at the 
Gender Identity Development Service (GIDS) at 
the Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation 
Trust, I assumed sense was returning to the 
medical sector. GIDS is scheduled to close 
imminently and be replaced by regional hubs. 
Hadn’t the argument been settled, at least in 
the medical profession? 

“I wish it were that simple. But people who 
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worked at GIDS will work at the new hubs, and 
then there are the effects of pressure groups 
such as Mermaids, the LGBT Foundation, the 
Trans Gap Project and so on,” one consultant 
psychiatrist told me. “Pressure groups set 
themselves up as experts in ‘LGBTQIA 
healthcare’, but those are all very different 
groups of people with very different needs. The 
groups obfuscate the differences between sex 
and gender, which in the medical profession 
has hugely negative effects, and they all 
promote transition,” added a GP. 

CAN-SG has about 100 members, with more 
joining every week. It is a support group for its 
members, and it advocates more evidence- 
based treatment of those with gender 
dysphoria. One of the many ironies in gender 
activism is that the people who claim to care 
most about those with gender dysphoria are 
invariably the ones rushing them towards 
deeply experimental — to say the least — 
psychological and medical procedures. The 
clinicians in CAN-SG are trying to adhere to the 
aims of the profession and help rather than 
harm their patients. “The Cass report helped to 
put the brakes on medicalising young people in 
the NHS, but we mustn’t underestimate the 
impact of the private sector and the financial 
element,” a GP told me. 

In the US, where healthcare is largely a 
private enterprise, medicalising children and 
adults with gender dysphoria is huge business, 
and anyone who queries this is denounced by 
the left as a transphobe (another irony: seeing 
the US left defend Big Pharma). But America 
increasingly looks wackily out of step. 
Countries such as Norway, France, Finland and 
the Netherlands are urging caution about 
medicalising children with gender dysphoria. 
In the UK there is more moderation and 
nuance than in America, but, Dr Irvine says, 
“We have members who have been accused of 
transphobia for asking to see the evidence 
behind medicalised gender treatments. But it is 
very clear the evidence is weak. We are not the 
outliers here. Sex really does matter.” 
@HadleyFreeman 
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Matthew Syed 


The pandemic is officially over. 
How did the three years change us? 


Social media polarised views, politicians panicked but most people showed compassion and wisdom 


y first column in this section 
was written just over three 
years ago when a thing 
called “coronavirus” was 
dominating message boards 
and epidemiologists, once a 
rather obscure group, were 
appearing on television to 
warn ofa possible calamity. It was a 
curious time, one of uncertainty and 
foreboding, when we looked at one 
other, and our leaders, wondering: what 
does it all portend? 

Last week the World Health 
Organisation — not an institution that 
covered itself in glory — declared the 
Covid emergency over. This may seem 
strange to many in the West, since the 
virus has been somewhat under the 
radar since the vaccine programme 
conferred widespread immunity. In 
nations that didn’t get access to the 
drugs the West bought in bulk, though, 
the story has been a little different. 

But how, in the end, did we fare? 
What did we in the UK learn about 
ourselves? Perhaps the most fascinating 
thing is the way two diverging views 
rigidified early on into what I can only 
describe as competing ideologies. On 
the one hand were the lockdown 
sceptics, who argued that we massively 
overreacted. They damned restrictions 
and glimpsed cowardice in the 
government for shutting down the 
economy. Ministers were compared to 
fascists for the shift towards 
authoritarianism, and Lord Sumption, 
perhaps mesmerised by invitations to 
appear on television, became almost 
wild-eyed in his view that we had 
become, and might possibly always 
remain, a police state. 

On the other side were the zero-Covid 
brigade, who felt that, far from being too 


fearful about Covid, the government 
wasn’t fearful enough. They thought we 
should have locked down earlier and for 
longer, and, rather than perceiving 
creeping authoritarianism, saw its 
opposite. Many left-leaning 
commentators argued that the 
government put the elderly and 
vulnerable at risk to open up the 
economy. One Guardian columnist 
compared the British government to the 
Luftwaffe, as if ministers had gone out to 
deliberately machinegun citizens. The 
hashtag “eugenics” trended so often, I 
almost lost count. 

It is perhaps for this reason that many 
pundits have argued that what the 
pandemic revealed, above all else, is the 
modern disease of polarisation, the 
seemingly inexorable way that 
populations coalesce into competing 
groups of online warriors. They suggest 
that this is a consequence of social 
media — the way algorithms offer 
incentives for the expression of extreme 
views, emotive criticism and tribal 
allegiance. And, when it’s expressed in 
those terms, one is almost convinced. 

Almost, but not quite. Look a little 
deeper and you see a different story: a 
story in which the mass of the British 
public was convinced by neither of those 
extreme positions. Polling consistently 
showed a silent majority were 
sympathetic to the difficult choices faced 
by ministers, the invidious trade-offs, 
the challenge of making rapid decisions 
at a time of uncertainty. 

This understanding was revealed in 
other ways, too: a population that 
adapted to a new way of working, not 
least on Zoom and other platforms; that 
spontaneously sought to help vulnerable 
neighbours; and that tiptoed onto social 
media not to rage against “stupid” or 


“evil” politicians but to lower the 
temperature of debate. 

What I am hinting at here is an idea 
that has gone into retreat in recent years: 
the wisdom of the people or demos. It 
was this silent majority — not obsessed 
with social media, not doom-scrolling 
the whole time — who ensured we got 
through the period without an angry 
uprising or a civil unravelling. They — we 
— generally followed the guidance, not 
because we were sheeplike or felt it was 
brilliantly thought through (often it 
wasn’t) but because we recognised that 
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when people start picking and choosing 
what laws to obey, problems emerge. 

And when conspiracy theories stared 
circulating about the vaccines and 
pundits solemnly predicted that people 
would be drowned by a tidal wave of 
fake news, the public saw through this 
nonsense, too. While Andrew Bridgen 
was glimpsing an evil cabal plotting to 
euthanatise the masses, millions of 
“ordinary” Brits were rolling up their 
sleeves, taking the jab with a smile and 
getting on with life. My wife was one of 
thousands who volunteered to perform 
the injections and told me of people who 
were uniformly good-humoured, 
grateful and resilient. 

And that is why I can’t help thinking 
ofan army of ants: a species that is weak 
and vulnerable at the individual level but 
shows a profound adaptive intelligence 
at the level of the group. Armies of ants 
can swerve round streams, avoid 
predators and find food, even when 
some among their number go haywire. 
Humans are capable of this, too; except 
that we generally manage it not with 
pheromone signals but through a suite 
of social and moral intuitions that enable 
us to make decentralised decisions while 
co-ordinating at scale. On our good days 
we are able to follow rules to solve 
collective problems while making 
individual decisions that demonstrate 
spontaneous wisdom. It is, in its way, 
remarkable. 

Iam emphatically not saying we did 
things perfectly. The public got things 
wrong, politicians messed up and 
bureaucracies went into meltdown at 
key moments. I would also never 
underplay the pain we endured: the lost 
lives; the children who missed their 
friends; the critical workers who took 
risks on behalf of us all. Perhaps our 


biggest mistakes related to care homes, 
schools and aspects of furlough, not to 
mention delays to vital non-Covid 
treatment. But it is at least worth noting 
that other nations made mistakes, too. A 
WHO report last year found that for 
excess deaths per 100,000 people, the 
UK was around the midpoint of 
comparable nations. 

Perhaps another point is worth 
making. At the beginning of the 
pandemic it became fashionable to claim 
that democracies were all at sea and that 
totalitarian China offered a model ofa 
rational public health response. Today I 
think we see a more nuanced truth. It 
was the free West that developed the 
most impressive vaccines, that shared 
information and that, with its 
commitment to open inquiry, 
discovered treatments for Covid, too. 
The Chinese Communist Party, on the 
other hand, sustained a draconian zero- 
Covid policy for too long, made less 
effective vaccines and continually lied, 
not least about a possible lab leak that 
may have visited this entire disaster on 
the world. I know where I'd rather live. 

And this is why, somewhat to my 
surprise, I feel more, not less, optimistic 
about what Churchill called “the worst 
form of government except for all those 
other forms that have been tried from 
time to time”. While a narrow group in 
our society became obsessed with 
Twitter and (some) journalists paraded 
their gotcha questions, the vast majority 
demonstrated compassion and wisdom. 
It shows that there are often two realities 
in this curious age: what happens on 
social media and what happens in the 
real world. And it is elites who are most 
inclined to make the grievous mistake of 
confusing the former for the latter. 
@MatthewSyed 
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Ben Spencer 


Achanceto 
beat back 
Alzheimer’s, 
and were 
notready 


or generations dementia was 
seen as an inevitable part of 
ageing. Elderly relatives were 
described as “senile” or 
“doddery”. Dementia was bad 
luck, a sad fact of life. But we 
now know better. Neurological 
decline is not “just one of those 
things”; it is a symptom of illness. 
Alzheimer’s, vascular dementia, 
frontotemporal dementia and other 
diseases attack neurons in the brain, just 
as cancer assaults cells in the body. 

But the fatalism associated with 
dementia has persisted because there 
has been no effective treatment, no way 
to slow down its relentless progression. 

Until now. On Wednesday the US 
pharmaceutical company Eli Lilly 
announced trial results showing its drug 
donanemab slows the progression of 
Alzheimer’s symptoms by 36 per cent. It 
follows the announcement last year that 
lecanemab, a similar drug made by the 
Japanese company Eisai, slowed decline 
by 27 per cent. 

To have two positive results in the 
space of a few months is momentous. 
“This could be the beginning of the end 
of Alzheimer’s disease,” said Dr Richard 
Oakley, associate director of research at 
the Alzheimer’s Society. 

It is amuch-needed boost for a field 
that was at risk of stagnating. A string of 
high-profile trial failures in recent years 
had pushed confidence in the field close 
to collapse; five years ago Pfizer 
announced it was pulling out of 
dementia research entirely. 

The findings give the sector renewed 
optimism. Critics had previously raised 
fundamental doubts about the theories 
underpinning Alzheimer’s research. 
These drugs were meant to work by 
clearing the toxic amyloid plaques that 
clog the brain. If they weren’t working, 
the argument went, did scientists even 
really know what was causing the 
disease? The debate about the validity of 
the amyloid hypothesis has now been 
put to bed. Scientists were on the right 
track after all. 

That said, we now know that 
dementia is not clear-cut. Alzheimer’s is 
caused by a messy mix of processes. 
Amyloid clearly plays a role, but other 
proteins such as tau, inflammation, the 
way cells communicate and genetics also 
contribute. And these effects may differ 
between individuals. We will need other, 
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more personalised treatments if further 
advances are to be made. 

Participants in the donanemab trial 
were more likely to retain the ability to 
pursue hobbies, discuss current affairs 
and manage their own finances. They 
were, in other words, able to maintain 
their independence and retain their 
sense of identity. But these drugs are not 
cures. They can slow the progression of 
Alzheimer’s but cannot halt or reverse it. 
There is also the risk of significant side- 
effects that are thought to have caused at 
least two deaths in the donanemab trial. 

Nevertheless, the treatments are 
clearly effective, and there will be huge 
demand when they arrive on our shores. 
Before that happens, they need to be 
assessed as safe and cost-effective by 
British regulators. Price may be an issue 
for the cash-strapped NHS -- Lilly has not 
yet revealed the price of donanemab, 
but lecanemab is expected to cost in the 
region of £20,000 a year. 

For the drugs to pass these hurdles 
will take an estimated 18 months to three 
years. This provides a crucial window of 
opportunity. Because while scientists 
have worked out how to treat dementia, 
the NHS still isn’t good at diagnosing it. 
Only 62 per cent of over-65s with 
dementia in England have a formal 
diagnosis. And too often, those who do 
receive a diagnosis are just told they 
have broadly defined “dementia”. 

That is not good enough. The new 
drugs work for Alzheimer’s only. A 
lumbar puncture or PET scan is needed 
to detect elevated levels of amyloid, 
equipment for which is in short supply. 

The new drugs are thought to be at 
their most effective if given early on. 
According to the Alzheimer’s Society, 
only 1 to 2 per cent of dementia patients 
receive the detailed and timely diagnosis 
that would enable them to benefit. 

The development of donanemab and 
lecanemab has been a long time coming 
and marks a victory for dogged science. 
The baton is now passed to the NHS to 
work out how to get the drugs to those 
who need them. It would be a travesty if 
patients were to miss out. 


Ben Spencer is science editor 
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Waiting lists have stopped getting worse. 
In NHS terms that counts as wonderful news 


ne of the joys of the local 
elections is seeing people 
scramble on to their hobby 
horses. It’s clear, they will 
intone, that the real cause of 
the Tories’ problems was net 
zero. Or sacking Boris. Or 
letting in too many migrants. 
Or too few. 

In fact, the things people are upset 
about tend to be the same things as they 
have consistently been telling pollsters. 
Primarily, as Tim Shipman reports in the 
News section today, that they’ve looked 
at their bank accounts and realised — to 
paraphrase the Tory chairman, Greg 
Hands — that there’s no money left. 

But alongside the cost of living horror 
show another problem has been 
dominating the focus groups: the NHS. 
During the recent strikes public concern 
rose by 8 points in April alone. 

On this front there is a chink of light. 
Steve Barclay, the health secretary, has 
reached a pay deal with enough of the 
unions to sign offa national settlement, 
although some are still aggrieved. There 
have even been what one insider 
describes as “constructive” discussions 
with the junior doctors, who are ona 
separate deal. 

It will definitely help the NHS to have 
staff on the wards rather than the picket 


lines. But, as ministers know full well, 
that is hardly the end of it. 

The good news for Rishi Sunak is 
that waiting lists have stopped rising, 
sticking at 7.2 million over the past 
half-year. On one level that’s pretty 
impressive, given the predictions that 
they could reach 13 million. But it’s 
not the same as seeing them fall, which 
is what the prime minister has 
promised. Indeed, it’s still a record 
high — although the longest waits have 
come down sharply. 

It’s a similar picture when you look at 
other indicators. This newspaper has 
chronicled the horrors of the A&E crisis: 
the ambulance that took 30 minutes to 
reach a dying baby, the corridors 
“stacked with patients like cars ina 
traffic jam”. Today ambulance response 
times for the most urgent cases are close 
to the target, but there are long waits for 
those further down the priority list. 
Patient satisfaction with the NHS is at a 
record low, with waiting times and staff 
shortages the main complaint. 

For the NHS workforce, it is clear that 
the problems go far beyond salary. True, 
the latest staff survey found that only a 
quarter of staff were satisfied with their 
pay. But only 42 per cent felt their work 
was valued, and 43 per cent that they 
were able to meet all the demands on 


their time. Only 26 per cent said staffing 
levels were adequate, and many others 
found their work frustrating and often 
exhausting. Barely half felt their 
organisation would act on concerns they 
raised, or would recommend it as a 
workplace. 

Talk to individual NHS staff, and the 
grievances are legion. Low pay (if not as 
low as the BMA likes to claim), poor 
conditions, the withdrawal of on-site 
accommodation, lack of support from 
colleagues, high student debt (six years’ 
worth, increasing in line with the hellish 
inflation rate), constant 
micromanagement and above all the 
impact of an awful pandemic on a health 
service that has long run without much 
spare capacity. The key danger, they say, 
is a steady erosion of the goodwill on 
which the health service has always 
relied. For example, it is thought there 
has been a significant rise in the amount 
of “exception reporting” — junior 
doctors claiming for overtime worked, 
rather than just doing it unpaid. 

Those in government understand 
these concerns all too well. Jeremy Hunt 
is not only a former health secretary but 
has literally written the book (well, a 
book) on how to fix the NHS. The head of 
health policy at No 10, Bill Morgan, 
published a report days before getting 


the job about the long-term failure to 
train enough NHS staff. Barclay has 
made a point of urging the unions to 
raise wider concerns, for example over 
rotas, parking costs and the need for 
body cameras in some A&E units. 

The health secretary is pinning his 
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Unless we get GDP 
growing, we'll 
soon bea health 
system with an 
economy attached 


hopes on technology to bring down 
demand, by detecting and managing 
diseases outside hospital and smoothing 
patients’ journey through the system. 
But, as Tony Blair found, to really get 
numbers down, you need bodies. So it’s 
good news that more nurses are being 
recruited. But in 2021 more than half of 
advertised consultant physician posts in 
England and Wales went unfilled, and 
three quarters of those had no 
applicants at all. The more short-handed 
you are, the more you have to rely on 
locums and overseas labour. But the 
existing staff wouldn’t be human if they 
weren’t tempted by the sight of fellow 
professionals getting more money for an 
easier lifestyle. 

The government hopes to address this 
with its big workforce plan, due later this 
year, but building capacity takes at least 
a decade. And, as Morgan’s report 
noted, politicians always prioritise the 
most immediate problems, which is why 
NHS training budgets have flatlined even 
as overall spending has soared. 

There are also pretty severe 
constraints on affordability. The NHS is 
on track to hoover up more than half of 
day-to-day spending in the next few 
years as an ageing population develops 
more and more complicated health 
conditions. Unless we can keep people 


healthier for longer, or galvanise GDP 
growth, we’ll soon be a health system 
with a vestigial economy attached. 

Fixing this, in other words, will bea 
long-term, multi-government project. It 
will also require flexibility and 
imagination within the sector. The 
medical unions are calling for a huge 
expansion of medical training. But it 
was the BMA that voted against new 
medical schools in 2008 to avoid an 
“overproduction of doctors with limited 
career opportunities”. 

Does it really make sense for doctors 
to train for years across a number of 
areas when they will largely end up in 
one specialty? Should the same person 
be diagnosing your condition and 
cutting you open? What if we trained 
more nurse associates and sub- 
consultant doctors to free up doctors 
and nurses? Shouldn’t we be able to offer 
doctors better salaries to work in places 
or specialties that are struggling to 
recruit? The reaction to such suggestions 
tends to be frosty, to say the least. 

The priority for the government and 
the health sector is just to get a grip on 
waiting lists and make the NHS run like a 
normal service again. But if we can’t fix 
its long-term problems, it won’t just be 
the Tories who suffer. 

@RColvile 
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Water firms are as 
shady as oligarchs 


Rod Liddle is right about the 
shambles that is our water 
industry (Comment, last 
week). The problem has its 
roots in a privatisation that 
was not really privatisation at 
all: it was an auction of 
monopoly rights. 

We condemn Russian 
billionaire oligarchs for 
stealing state assets cheaply, 
but the water companies are 
cut from the same cloth. They 
have failed to reinvest profits 
to prevent leaks and sewage 
spills and have borrowed 
heavily against those assets to 
pay enormous dividends to 
shareholders. This is an 
ideology-driven failure of the 
Conservatives over decades. 
Martin Grindley 
Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex 


Draining us dry 

I don’t always agree with 
Liddle, but his piece on the 
water industry was brilliant. 
It is treating a national asset 
like a cash machine while 
killing our rivers and 
polluting our coastline. Why 
is this allowed? It is beyond 
my comprehension. 

Mike Haigh, York 


State always does worse 
Surely Liddle is old enough to 
have suffered a few years of 
the abject uselessness of our 
previously nationalised 
industries. They were 
hopelessly inefficient and run 
for the benefit of their heavily 
unionised workforces rather 
than the public. 

Water, the railways and 
other utilities should, in 
theory, be government- 
controlled. Private companies 
running our utilities for profit 
is not ideal. However, history 
shows that it works far better 


than allowing the dead hands 
of government, the civil 
service and the unions to take 
the controls. 

Mick Barnes, Leicester 


Firm hand 

Handing over huge sums to 
shareholders to renationalise 
the water companies would 
simply remove yet more cash 
from the water system. 
Instead the answer is real, 
sensible regulation, policed 
by asystem that guards 
against regulatory capture. 
The utilities get away with 
what they are allowed to. 
Peter Eggleston, Bristol 


West Country blues 

Liddle highlights a 
debilitating disease I have 
suffered from for some years: 
SouthWestWateritis. As he 
says, our local water 
company is singularly 
incompetent. Last December 
our village was denied any 
supply at all for 40 hours as 
the company failed to finda 
burst pipe; it then had the 
audacity to argue the toss 
about whether compensation 
was payable. Now we have a 
hosepipe ban that is likely to 
last until autumn — even 
though every time I nip next 
door to Cornwall it rains. 
What happened to 
competence? 

Nigel Duckworth, Dartmouth 


Leaking cash 

Water privatisation has been 
a disaster. The amount of 
money required to fix our 
infrastructure more or less 
equates to the amount paid 
out to shareholders over 
decades. 

Kate Cernik 

Crowton, Cheshire 
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Whether it’s Botticelli or Vermeer, phones get in the way 


Phones ruin view 
for real art-lovers 


Iwas lucky enough to acquire 
tickets to the Vermeer 
exhibition in Amsterdam 
(News, last week). However, 
my once-in-a-lifetime 
experience was marred by 
the gross intrusion of 

mobile phones, often 
inserted into my line of 
vision so that their screen 


images distracted me from 
the actual painting. 

In her article on the film of 
the show, Francesca Angelini 
reports curators’ frustration 
with people spending more 
time reading captions than 
looking at paintings. I see 
their point, but banning 
mobile photography would 
remove the biggest obstacle 
for visitors who wish to 
concentrate on works of art. 
Rosie Varley, Barrow, Suffolk 
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Strikes hide true 
schools scandal 


Your well-written leading 
article on the teachers’ strikes 
was headlined “Naive unions 
battle clueless politicians, 
and children lose” (last week). 
The naivety is yours. You 
gloss over the fundamental 
issue of state school funding. 
For each of the 4,000 
young people in our six- 
school trust we will be lucky 
to receive £6,000 next year. A 
news story elsewhere in your 
paper mentioned four 
independent schools; each of 
their pupils will benefit from 
four times as much funding. 
You say politicians should 
fashion a policy that rewards 
the best teachers. It should 
also fund schools to a level 
that recognises a state- 
educated child should be 
worth at least half of an 
independently educated one. 
Richard Burke, CEO, Ascension 
Catholic Academy Trust 


Department of chaos 
As you rightly point out, there 
have been ten education 


secretaries in the past ten 
years. This is simply no way 
to manage a vital service. It is 
the government that is being 
“naive” in not expecting a 
reaction from educationalists 
to such chaotic and damaging 
mismanagement. 

Dr Peter Pitt 

Lancing, West Sussex 


No easy ride 

As a teacher for nearly 30 
years I was disheartened to 
see you trot out clichés about 
teachers’ “job security” and 
“long holidays”. They are not 
realistic. 

Academisation has led to 
many teachers’ contracts 
being forcibly changed, and 
short-term positions are far 
more common now. The 
holidays may seem long to 
the ignorant, but every good 
teacher works many hours of 
unpaid overtime, including 
those holiday periods. 

Ihave known many who 
made a career change into 
teaching from other fields, 
only to give up in short order 
once they find out just how 
demanding the job is. 

Nic Webb, Canterbury 


Look to the King 
for leadership 


In wishing Charles III a long 
and happy reign, I think of 
the words of Charles I at his 
trial: “I do stand more for the 
liberty of my people, than 
any here that come to be my 
pretended judges.” 

At a time when the stock of 
our politicians is so low, that 
still rings true. To many the 
monarch, now as then, 
speaks for us more than our 
elected representatives do. 
Tom Stubbs, Surbiton 


Priceless pomp 

Those who complain about 
the cost of the coronation 
know the price of everything 


and the value of nothing. The 
world doesn’t care that they 
begrudge the price of a can of 
beans: it has been too busy 
gazing in amazement at one 
of the greatest spectacles. 
There are those in Britain 
who think their country is 
insignificant. It is not -- and 
that is largely thanks to the 
pomp and circumstance they 
scorn. 
Deborah Wagner 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 


Crowning folly 

Like many, I don’t buy the 
argument that the price of the 
monarchy is outweighed by 
the tourist income it brings 
in. France gets more visits 
than the UK. This expensive 
religious weird-hat party has 


only increased our disdain 
for this bizarre family. 
Lee Thacker, Bushey 


Peer pressure 

Iam a sucker for pageantry, 
but asking citizens to pledge 
allegiance to the King (News, 
last week) is a step too far. An 
oath of fealty made sense for 
a medieval duke leading his 
troops into battle — but lam 
not a medieval duke. 
Veronica Lemon, Kensington 


Dukes hazard 

I was prepared to consider 
swearing allegiance to the 
King — but to his heirs and 
possible successors? Not 
while the Dukes of Sussex 
and York are included. 
David Miller, Chigwell, Essex 


Women's rights 
set back 26 miles 


I was upset to read of Martin 
Samuel’s support for the 
inclusion of a male-bodied 
runner, Glenique Frank, in 
the female category at the 


against males identifying as 
females for eight years. I have 
lost places in races, prizes 
and records as a result. 

As aman, Martin will never 
be affected by this problem. It 
is therefore offensive that he 
deems fairness essential for 
elite athletes and, in effect, all 


“competitive priorities”. At 
what level of competition 
does Martin deem a female 
runner worthy of fairness? 
Helen Smith 

Frodsham, Cheshire 


It’s not sporting 
Women’s sport does not exist 


Sport has categories of age, 
sex, disability and sometimes 
weight. This gives the results 
meaning: win or lose, you 
know it was fair. It’s 
astonishing to see a sports 
journalist argue that this 
principle doesn’t matter. 
Fiona McAnena, director of 


like me, for whom sport is 
hugely important, will never 
be elite. We enter amateur 
events, many now open to all 
who self-identify as women. 
It is impossible to compete in 
amateur cycling now in the 
UK if you seek a genuinely 
female-only event. Women 


BIRTHDAYS 


Baroness (Sue) Black of 
Strome, anatomist, 62 
Peter Carey, novelist, 80 
Tommy Fury, boxer, 24 
Cody Gakpo, footballer, 24 
Anya Hindmarch, fashion 
designer, 55 

Sir Nicholas Hytner, theatre 
producer, 67 

Michael Rosen, writer, 77 


ANNIVERSARIES 


1915 Lusitania torpedoed 
by U-boat; 1,195 die 

1999 Gordon Brown, 
chancellor, announces sale 


POINTS 


No issue with price hike 
Inote that “the price of a 12- 
pack of Durex Thin Feel 
extra-lubricated condoms has 
jumped by £4 to £13.99” 
(Business, last week). A big 
increase, yes; but still far, far 
cheaper than having several 
children eat you out of house 
and home for the next two 
decades. A bargain, then. 
Ray Howes, Weymouth 


Artistic impression 

In his article “A filthy genius” 
(Culture, last week) 
Waldemar Januszczak refers 
to the artist Chaim Soutine 
being born into “extreme 
Jewish poverty”. Is this 
different from everyone else’s 
extreme poverty, and, if so, 
how? 

Alan Turner 

Freshwater, Isle of Wight 


Bland designs 

Allie Chong says, “Surely all 
houses were designed by an 
architect” (Letters, last 
week). Regrettably, according 
to the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, only 6 per 
cent of new homes in the UK 
are designed by an architect. 
This probably explains why 
so many lack inspiration. 
Ken Herbert 

Chartered architect 

Radlett, Hertfordshire 


A will to weigh less 

Chris van Tulleken is wrong 
to suggest that poverty is the 
main driver of obesity and 
that putting on weight has 
little to do with willpower 
(News Review, last week). I 
would happily eat two slices 
of cake every day but restrict 
myself to one because more 
would be greedy. But then I 
grew up in the 1960s, when 
almost everyone was thin — 
not because we didn’t like 


sweets but because our 
parents taught us that they 
were a treat. 

Margret Geraghty, Bath 


La-la lane 

Shaw Stevens is a proud 
middle-lane hogger and calls 
this a safety strategy (Letters, 
last week). Safe for whom? 
Such laziness and selfishness 
forces those in the inside lane 
who wish to overtake to go 
right across the motorway 
and back again. If he cannot 
cope with lorries in his lane or 
the stress of the outside lane, 
perhaps he should avoid 
using motorways altogether. 
Abby Ashby 

Coniston, Cumbria 


CBI's age is over 

Martha Lane Fox may be right 
that we don’t need a new CBI 
(Business, last week). The 
organisation is ageist as well 
as sexist. Instead of helping 
older workers to work longer, 
the CBI lobbied to weaken age 
discrimination laws and 
opposed the scrapping of the 
default retirement age — a law 
that forced older workers, 
even those with small or no 
pensions, into 
unemployment. 

Joyce Glasser, London NW3 


Cooking up contradictions 
Further to letters on 
inaccurate terms such as 
“wild rocket” and 
“homemade hummus” (last 
week), a number of 
restaurants I pass tell me they 
serve “street food”. Eh? 

Joe Cowley, Belvedere, London 


Letters should arrive by 
midday on Thursday and 
include the full address and a 
phone number. We may edit 
letters, which must be 
exclusive to The Sunday Times 


CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS 


ipso.) Regulated 


We said that Boris Johnson 
asked Richard Sharp to help 
facilitate a loan (Comment, 
last week). While Adam 
Heppinstall KC’s report on 
the matter said Mr Sharp 
attempted to introduce a 
Canadian businessman to the 
cabinet secretary, and the 
businessman went on to 
guarantee an £800,000 loan 
to the prime minister, it did 
not find that Mr Sharp 


Complaints concerning 
inaccuracies in all sections of 
The Sunday Times should be 
addressed to complaints@ 
sunday-times.co.uk or 
Complaints, The Sunday 
Times, 1 London Bridge Street, 
London SE1 9GF. In addition, 
the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation 
(Ipso) will examine formal 
complaints about the 
editorial content of UK 


London marathon (Sport, male athletes, but not for to solve the mental health sport, Fair Play for Women and girls are excluding of UK gold reserves attempted the introduction newspapers and magazines. 
last week). female “fun” runners: we problems of men. Why do themselves because of it. 1999 Nato mistakenly at the prime minister’s Please go to our website for 
Iam a grassroots runner should put the “need for women’s feelings matter less | We just can’t win Tessa McInnes bombs Chinese embassy in | request. We are happy to full details of how to lodge a 
who has had to compete inclusion” above our than theirs? The vast majority of women Leamington Spa Belgrade, killing three make this clear. complaint. 
Your comments from ነ 
JOIN THE CONVERSATION ONLINE Yourcommentsirom | READERS’ POLL 
If spinach and broad bean charred stuff stop being make me feel inferior — I Drinks will be whatever prose all his life. Apparently reception. Rich F thought it Last week we asked: 


quiche doesn’t fill you with 
patriotic fervour, Style 
magazine had plenty of other 
suggestions last weekend for 
street party nibbles. Judy 
Homewood won't be 
following them: “You're going 
to have to pile on those crisps 
at the last minute or they will 
be soggy. Also, when did 


carcinogenic?” Vic Powell 
objected to the term “picky 
bits”, complaining: “I find it 
really irritating. It makes the 
food sound unappetising.” It 
was worse still for C Fritz 
Howells: “Picky bits are what 
my children used to call 
crispy snot.” Diane Nivern 
reflected: “Articles like this 


don’t have loads of friends 
and constant invitations to 
flouncy canapé drinks parties 
all summer. Who has time to 
entertain like this?” KDaniel 
to the rescue: “Come to our 
street party, Diane. No one is 
superior or flouncy. The food 
will probably include bought 
sausage rolls and a few salads. 


people bring. You don’t have 
to make tricky canapés or 
cocktails to have fun with a 
group of random people.” 
Well said. 

We also learnt from Style 
about a hot trend: foraging 
for wild garlic. A Maidens felt 
“like Moliére’s character who 
discovers he’s been speaking 


grabbing a few leaves of garlic 
on the morning dog walk 
makes me a hipster. Easiest 
makeover ever.” 

Many of us have probably 
been humming Zadok the 
Priest and I Was Glad since 
yesterday. Neither was in our 
classical “100 best pieces”, a 
selection that met a mixed 


“a treasure trove to explore”, 
but Robert McLeod missed 
“the Mass in B Minor. The St 
Matthew Passion. Messiah. 
Les Troyens. Any Mozart or 
Beethoven piano concerto 
...” This weekend perhaps 
Brahms and Liszt will feature 
ona few readers’ playlists. 
Rob Nash 


Will Charles be a good king? 


19% 21% 


From a poll of 16,022 Times and Sunday Times readers 


This week’s question: 


Have the Conservatives been in power too long? 


Have your say at sundaytimes.co.uk/poll 
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COMMENT 


Camilla Long 


The left sees ‘unconscious ከ195 everywhere. 
But iťs oddly blind to blatant antisemitism 


am puzzled by the matter of 
Richard Sharp, the former BBC 
chairman, and the caricature 

that was made of him by Martin 
Rowson in The Guardian. It’s 

not whether the picture was 
antisemitic or not — I think it is clear 
that it was. 

He was given a hooked nose (which he 
doesn’t have) and a hunched, murky, 
troll-like appearance (which again 
doesn’t look like him) plus — and this is 
where you gasped — a Goldman Sachs 
box containing gold (possibly) anda 
squid. The animal is either a reference to 
the “great vampire squid” that is 
Goldman Sachs, the bank for which 
Sharp, who is Jewish, used to work, or a 
racist allusion to the “tentacles” of the 
Jewish people reaching out to all parts of 
the world. 

Taken in context with the rest of the 
picture ... Pm going with “tentacles”. 

But this isn’t a story about the “risks” 
of cartooning. People write bad stuff, do 
bad pictures, make bad things. No one 
ever sees them. The question here is 
who decided it should then be published 
ona national scale, and why. 

Any journalist knows how difficult it is 
to prepare material, at speed, for 
publication. It’s why we have editors, 
sub-editors, entire desks of people 
judging whether something can be put 
out. Even so, sometimes mistakes slip 
through. The Sunday Times isn’t 
spotless: it apologised to Jewish 
leaders after running an offensive 
cartoon in 2013. 

But in the case of the Rowson cartoon, 
three editors — three — saw it before it 
went out, but didn’t say anything. Why? 

The editors claim none of them 
knew Sharp was Jewish, but that is no 
excuse. The picture is antisemitic 
whether he is Jewish or not. You could 
portray Boris as a hook-nosed, hooded- 
eyed businessman with puppets anda 
pile of banking paraphernalia and it 
would still be racist — as racist as 
portraying him as a golliwog. 

The problem, not to sound too much 
like Michelle Obama, is that none of 
these people seem aware of the 
problem. It’s funny, such myopia, from 
the exact quarter of society that’s spent 
the years screaming at us to “educate” 
ourselves. You could ask them to read a 


million pieces on the recent Labour 
Party — which is surely the job of 
executives at The Guardian — but still 
they wouldn’t be able to spot an 
antisemitic picture, because it still hasn’t 
occurred to them that they are capable 
of producing one. It is, as a Jewish friend 
put it, the most perfect example of 
unconscious bias. 

Not seeing things seems to be a big 
problem, especially on the left. Jeremy 
Corbyn, of course, was the maestro of 
not seeing things. He could holda 
wreath at the tombs of the killers of 
Jewish teenagers and say he was 
“present” at the wreath-laying but didn’t 
think he was “actually involved in it”. 

He could offer support to the artist of 
an antisemitic mural in Brick Lane, in 
east London, on his Facebook page but 
claim he did not “look closely” enough 
at the picture before he did. He always 
gave the impression he felt he simply 
couldn’t ever do anything wrong 
because he had devoted so much of his 
career to helping poor and marginalised 
people. After all, Jews are rich, aren’t 
they? So they didn’t need our help. You 
didn’t need to “see” them — that is the 
reasoning of the antisemitic left. 

Diane Abbott displayed the same 
views only two weeks ago when she 
wrote to The Guardian’s sister paper 
saying Jews couldn’t be subject to proper 
racism. She apologised: she’d sent the 
wrong draft; she hadn’t looked closely 
enough at her letter. See? “Not looking” 
again. Keir Starmer is no comrade of 
Corbyn’s or Abbott’s, but he is no 
different: he doesn’t see things either. 
He sat and waited for four years, without 
batting an eye, as his predecessor 
monstered the party by filling it with 
antisemites. Quite strange, given 
Starmer’s wife is Jewish. 

And what about the man who actually 
made the picture? Is he now aware? 

If you look at Rowson’s own 
explanation (“apology”) of what 
happened, on his website, it is rather 
chilling. No one who writes about 
himself at that length (1,200 words: 
longer than this column) has ever, truly, 
got the message. 

Amid comparing himself to Hogarth 
and boasting how he was in fact at 
school with Sharp, how he likes 
“complex cartoons” and “layers of 


ረ 一 一 一 


Diane Abbott and Jeremy Corbyn have both drawn opprobrium for failing to spot the problem with their words or actions 


nuance”, he clearly files this error under 
the damningly mild label of simply 
“fing up”. His was merely a problem 
with technique, he breezes: he worked 
too hard on the picture, struggling with 
a figure he hadn’t drawn before. I mean, 
it’s terrible when you can’t get the 
bullets in fast enough, isn’t it? When the 
gun jams, and there are kids screaming 
everywhere? 

Rowson says he ended up with an 
image that made Sharp look “more like 
him than he does”. But it doesn’t. It 
hardly looks like him at all — that’s the 
point. It looks like a caricature of a 
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‘Tcan’t draw’ 
isareally 
interesting 
argument for 
a cartoonist 


Jewish banker. And, by the way, as an 
argument, “I can’t draw” is a really 
interesting way for a cartoonist to come 
at things. 

What about the overriding feeling that 
Rowson thinks this is just a bit of jaunty 
weekend nonsense plus an opportunity to 
wax lyrical? If I were on a different paper, 
I might suggest it was something to do 
with him being a man, and white. In 
telling us he simply “f***ed up”, he is 
saying: I can do whatever I want, and if I 
make a mistake it’s not serious. That is the 
argument of all individualists: it’s OK 
when I do it. But it’s not. 


It’s the latest 


fashion: 1950s 
housewife 
cosplay 


What, if anything, is 
womanhood? Is it covering 
yourself in chiffon and pearls 
and pretending you area 
cat? Or is it tipping up at 

No 10, prancing around in 
hot pink, twirling your 
umbrella and telling Akshata 
Murty you'd love to do a tour 
of the soft furnishings and 
stop by for tea? 

Everywhere | looked last 
week it was wall-to-wall 
1950s housewife cosplay. At 
the Met Ball it was nothing 
but rolling around in silly little 
costumes, mewing at 
cameras, while the men 
bagged the big dresses, the 
power capes or, in the case 
of Lil Nas X, the “totally nude 
but for a thong and silver 
paint” look. His buttocks, two 
pewter bullets, were 
splashed across all the 
coverage. If you want to 
know where women’s fashion 
is, it's a naked rap star ina 
posing pouch. 

The day before the 
coronation, Jill Biden arrived 
at No10 to have tea with the 
prime minister's wife. Why do 
we do this? Get political 
wives to performatively have 
barbecues, watch primary 
school children doing things 
or giggle on their high heels, 
when they spend the rest of 
the time insisting they're 
serious players — it’s “Dr Jill 
Biden, educator” to you. 

If this is what they think 
plays well with the voters, 
why don’t they all put on lilac 
aprons and make cakes 
together, while laughing 
about the bad Tupperware 
choices they've made? 


Richard Coles , 
Week ending 


With any luck TIl record my next 
audiobook without moving my lips 


@ Asa supporter of 
constitutional monarchy, I 
am ina minority among my 
friends, and I was finding 
social media not especially 
congenial as the coronation 
approached. 

1 used to think I was a 
republican but have 
changed my mind since 
being ordained, partly 
because monarchy looks to 
me like a sensible way to 
preserve the head of state 
from political pressure and 
the short lifespan of 
governments, not just here 
but in other countries 
where that anomaly sits 
comfortably with functional 
democracy. 

“Not my King!” is my 
friends’ reply — but 


Ihave a new book out in June 
and I was recording the audio 
version last week: three days 
in a Clerkenwell basement 
trying to summon the voices 
of the characters from my 
imagination recognisably into 
the world. 

This is my fourth 
audiobook, and the process 
has started to changed the 
way I write, because nothing 
exposes the strengths and 
weaknesses of prose like 
speaking it aloud. How can I 
have not seen that when I 
read the draft? How did that 
get past a copy editor? The 


reason, I think, is that when 
we read silently we do not 
have to pass the text through 
the apparatus of our body, 
and we can speed through it 
by jumping from chunk to 
chunk rather than forming 
every vowel and consonant 
and filling them with breath. 

I was in Milan a couple of 
weeks ago and visited the 
church where St Ambrose 
was bishop — famously the 
first person in antiquity to be 
reported reading silently, by 
St Augustine. It made sucha 
big impression on Augustine, 
he rejected Manichaeism 


(and his unfortunate 
concubine) to be baptised. 

We are now reversing that 
process with technology. In 
the studio they had a new AI 
program that constructs a 
palette from your speech and 
then converts typed text into 
your voice, not like a robot 
but with every breath, every 
nuance, every frog in the 
throat recreated by 
algorithms. 

How long before the 
computer reads my books — 
writes my books — and I 
can stay at home and walk 
the dog? 


Charles IIIis your king if you 
belong to one of his realms 
and dominions, whether 
you like it or not. You can 
change the arrangement if 
you wish and your 
argument is persuasive 
enough; but pretending 
something you dislike does 
not exist is like putting your 
fingers in your ears and 
going la-la-la to ignore an 
awkward truth. 

Perhaps there is 
something in monarchy that 
infantilises people, whether 
you are a supporter or a 
critic. 


A friendship cut shortin 
the very place it began 


Thad a day trip to Bath to 
take the funeral of a friend. 
Joe Roberts was a writer and 
lecturer, and an unofficial 
and resourceful guide for 
our group when I visited 
Gujarat a few weeks ago. He 
fell on the stairs at home on 
his return and did not 
recover from the injury. 

It was poignant to be 
together again for the first 
time since Mumbai, where I 
last saw him at K Rustoms — 
the ice cream parlour next 
to the Brabourne cricket 
stadium, where he took the 
group for pistachio wafers 
after an amazing tour only 
Joe could have put 
together. 

It was all the more 
poignant that we were now 
with his wife and sons and 


granddaughter, who arrived 
just before he departed. 
Imiss Joe most from 
Facebook. I first came 
across him there, the friend 
ofa friend, and fell for his 
wonderful writing — about 
dog-walking, about his 
unusual childhood, about 
food — before we met in real 
life and became friends. 
That meeting had taken 
place in the church where 
we held his funeral, then a 
venue for a literary festival. 
Joe had interviewed me 
about my book telling the 
story of how I becamea 
priest. And now here we 
were again, me performing 
a priestly service for him 
this time, after he 
performed a literary 
service for me the last. 


NEWMAN'S 
VIEW 


Daisy at the 
pawing booth 


I took my elderly dachshund 
Daisy to the polling station on 
Thursday, not because my 
commitment to full 
participation in democracy 一 
national, local and 
supranational when we had 
the chance — includes 
mobilising my household 
pets to the cause, but because 
of Twitter. A hashtag, 
#DogsAtPollingStations, 
gently encourages voter 
participation with pictures of 
dogs outside the ballot. 

There is something of the 
village green, and the snug, 
and the WI, and the town 
library, about this; a 
corrective to the shrill, 
hectoring, sarcastic tone of so 
many interactions on social 
media, especially on the 
subject of politics. 


THE CORONATION. THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE. 


Tomorrow 
Souvenir supplement and commemorative poster 
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PUZZLES 
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puzzle.feedbac' 


Comments about our puzzles can be sent to 


@sunday-times.co.uk or Puzzles 


Editor, The Sunday Times, 1 London Bridge Street, 


London SE1 9GF 


GENERAL KNOWLEDGE JUMBO CROSSWORD 369 


Across 


1 Former name for the capital of Kazakhstan (4-3) 
5 Media of expression (8) 
9 Asmall kind of sawbill duck (4) 

13 Central Asian floor covering illustrated on a national flag (8,3) 
(pictured) 

14 Receptacles for nautical compasses (9) 

15 Arctic plain with permanently frozen subsoil (6) 

16 Guadeloupe and Antigua are two ofthe __ (7,7) 

18 The “Goldfinger” singer, as of January 2000 (4,7,6) 

21 Muslim festival called Bairam in Turkey (3) 

22 Capital of Italy’s Piedmont region (5) 

23 Low-cost carrier whose CEO is Michael O’Leary (7) 

25 Strong smells associated with cooking (6) 

27 A thin decorative material, or a disease of plum trees (6,4) 

28 Popular slogan of lawyers in TV commercials (2,3,2,3) 

31 1982 Roald Dahl book made into a 2016 Disney film (3,3) 

33 “Tilling and grazing are the two __ by which France is fed” 
(Maximilien de Bethune, Duc de Sully) (7) 

34 “November’s sky is___ and drear, / November’s leaf is red 
and sear” (Walter Scott) (5) 

36 Programming language used to handle database 
information (3) 

37 Female protagonist of Wuthering Heights (9,8) 

39 Singer given two Grammy nominations after the release of 
her 1989 debut album Affection (4,10) 

41 That which, cryptically, might be called an eaves dropper (6) 

44 Genus of plants with latex-like sap and flowers with no 
petals or nectar (9) 

45 Canadian former snooker 
player noted for his natty 
(often white) attire (4,7) 

46 A basic technique used with 
this toy is the sleeper (2-2) 

47 Group of stars in Cancer, 
known as the Beehive Cluster 
or Manger (8) 

48 Military force formed after the 
Bolshevik Revolution (3,4) 


Apologies for a mistake in 33D last week. West Germany’s equalising goal was scored by Wolfgang Weber. 


Down 


1 That which assesses a candidate’s ability in a field (8,4) 
2 Sweet rice wine used as a flavouring in Japanese cuisine (5) 
3 French toast (1,5,5) 
4 Football club based at the Johan Cruyff Arena (4) 
5 Gilded silver or bronze (7) 
6 One associated with the command “Stand and deliver!” (10) 
7 Those who attack or defend online information systems (13) 
8 “Vast expanses of frustration, boredom, sadness and__” 
(Caitlin Moran, describing lockdown in February 2021) (5) 
10 Tippi Hedren’s daughter, also an actress (7,8) 
11 Area of Manhattan on the Hudson River (4,4) 
12 Having irises of different colours (4-4) 
17 Small open aircraft typically used for recreational 
purposes (10) 
19 The study of ethics (5,10) 

20 Singer of Britain’s first winning Eurovision Song Contest 
entry (6,4) (pictured) 

24 Writer of Boys From the Blackstuff (4,9) 

26 This was first used in the Tour de France in 1919, sixteen 
years after the first tour (6,6) 

29 Statement of belief adopted at a church council in AD325 (6,5) 

30 Common intertidal edible gastropod (10) 

32 Asystem or plan used if no other arrangement can be 
made (8) 

35 Old stringed instrument similar to the dulcimer (8) 

38 A one-word anagram of GENERAL (7) 

AO After wartime removal and disappearance, reconstruction 
ofthe__ Room in the Catherine Palace, near St Petersburg, 
was completed in 2003 (5) 

42 Free from obstruction (5) 

43 Former nation, consisting of 
15 republics for its last 35 
years (4) 


SUKO 


13 


ር) ር) 
OLA 6 


Placethenumberslto9in the 
spaces so that the number in 
each circle is equal to the sum of 
the four surrounding spaces, 
and each colour total is correct. 


CELL BLOCKS 


14 


Divide the grid into square or 
rectangular blocks, each 
containing one digit only. 
Every block must contain the 
number of cells indicated by 
the digit inside it. 


SUDOKU 


Each row, column and 3x3 box 
must contain the digits 1 to 9. 


WARM-UP 


VERY HARD — PRIZE 1534 


20 


KILLER SUDOKU HARD 


1 Each row, column 


and 3x3 box must 


Winners will receive a Collins 
English Dictionary & Thesaurus. 


contain the digits 
1to 9. The digits 


To enter, complete the Very Hard puzzle and call 0901 292 
5275 (UK only) (ROI 1516 303 500), leaving your answer 
(the numbers in the three shaded squares) and contact 
details. Or text SUNDAY2, followed by a space, then your 
answer (three numbers) and contact details — eg 


within each group 
of cells joined by 
dotted lines must 
add up to the 
figure in the top- 


SUNDAY? 123 John Smith, etc — to 64343 (UK only). Calls 
cost £1.00 (ROI €1.50) plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard 


left-hand corner 
of each group. 


network charge. Winners will be picked at random from all 
correct answers received. Lines close at midnight on 
Saturday. If you call or text after this time you will not be 
entered but may be charged. When entering by phone or 
text, please provide your FULL name and address details, 
as incomplete entries may be charged but not entered. 


Within each 
dotted-line group, 
a digit cannot be 
repeated. 


STUCK? Call our clue line to get four clues for the Very 
Hard puzzle on 0901 293 6265 (ROI 1514 515 120). Calls 
cost £1 (ROI 76c) plus your telephone company’s network 


access charge. For full terms and conditions, visit 
thesundaytimes.co.uk/comprules. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 
3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm) 


POLYGON 


From these letters, make 
words of four or more letters, 
always including the central 
letter. Answers must be in the 
Concise Oxford Dictionary, 
excluding capitalised words, 
plurals, conjugated verbs 
(past tense etc), adverbs 
ending in LY, comparatives 
and superlatives. 

How you rate 

23 words, average; 31, good; 
39, very good; 48, excellent. 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 1833 
1 ከ 


a 


Across Down 
1 Graduates (6) 1 Dull pain (4) 
4 My bad! (6) 2 Inan inexorable way (13) 


7 Ship’s biscuit (4,4) 
9 Male deer (4) 
11 Hippies (6,6) 
13 Middle (6) 
14 Row (6) 
16 Adjacent (12) 
18 Wedding attendant (4) 
19 Tactics (8) 
20 Bamboozle (6) 
21 School period (6) 


3 Significant (10) 
4 Stir-fry pan (3) 
5 Candour (13) 
6 Divides (8) 
8 Middle (4) 
10 Return to country (10) 
12 Hollands gin (8) 
15 Column (4) 
17 Song of praise (4) 
19 Understand (3) 


TETONOR EASY 


113141|14|6|6|7 22 26 47 


Each number in the main grid can beformedby adding or 
multiplying a pair of numbers in the strip below the grid. Each 
pair of numbers should be used twice: once as part of an 
addition and once as part of a multiplication. For example, a 10 
and 24 in the main grid may be solved by the sums, 4 + 6 and 4 
x 6, respectively. Enter each sum in the boxes below its answer. 
Any blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 


MEPHISTO 3271 RobertTeuton Across Down CROSSWORD 5058 Dean Mayer 
1 Gem set tight in a hollow (7) 1 Those trying to stay on the 
6 Collar about the same as wagon about to turn over 
veil? (5) wagon? (5) 
11 Scottish Wanderer at 2 Backing a small local 
home hit three in branch to stock right 
drubbing (11) range (6) 
13 Explosive end to barbecue 3 Not good to knock state of 
after drunk returns having France (4) 
left earlier (7) 4 Inriver spot almost 
14 Bask extravagantly around root-like structure (7) 
luxury carriages (8) 5 Use part of friary as a major 
16 A king running even parts religious school (9, two 
of Kildare? (5) words) 
17 Old school with covering 7 How I may be described is 
of persistent mould (6) receiving a lot of stink (6) 
18 Finish off beer and knock 8 Plants will grow back after 
back a new bottle (6) deadheading and cutting 
20 Close to Tories getting leaves (10) 
small swing in Scotland (4) 9 Leaves for Thatchers 
21 Birds section moved to aiming to taste apple 
back of store (4) products primarily (5) 
23 Buck’s Fizz largely 10 What’ll give a buzz after 
lip-sync Heart of Stone exercising right away, 
with oomph (6) Bovril? (7, two words) 
25 Italy international 12 Performed awful dirge on 
NAME. casecsssZosdconsdsosasonvecubitcuieraansneescussondsiadepadtccadennuietesconestates capturing knight with old instrument (10) NE 
rook by acting on 15 Cute Aussie being left in 
ADDRESS: esccsssssssssessscissscasaasessecscndscesssscsinessosesasseseccsosssssaeseusses impulse (6, two words) karaoke bar knocking out | ADDRESS ቨጤምምምጵጵጵምጵምጵጵጵጵጵምጵጵጵጵምጵጵጵጵጵጵጵጵጵጵሕክጵ.መር፡ 
27 Piles brought back some Wings hit (9, two words) 
misery perhaps (5) 18 Hamilton's shy, itsnotall | | “»ዛዛዛፍን‹998395499፡ባዓ89+ተባ8989፡898837454891ኀ ቀ 8 8 ቀ 
Post your solution to The Sunday Times Mephisto 3271, 29 Woefully caught in stream his fault sadly (7) Across Down 
PO Box 29, Colchester, Essex CO2 8GZ, or email inside well (8) 19 What punters fix to start to 
puzzle.entries@sunday-times.co.uk 31 Secret meetings? Don’t get rake in huge amounts (7) 1 Master almost certain to 2 Peacekeepers — shame — 
The first correct solution picked at random after next caught in embraces with 22 Wrong to provide | gethorse (8) i are in the dark (7) 
Saturday wins Collins World Atlas: Complete Edition, husband (7) conclusion for Turin 6 Sees Molotov — is it safe to 3 Thick fog around delta (5) 
worth £30.The next four will receive £20 Waterstones 32 Disapprovingly watch shroud (6) hold? (6) 4 Two ways to have hair 
gift vouchers. Open to 18+ UK & ROI residents only. ladies perhaps serve 24 Prime time star’s making 9 Level 42, say, with bass up criticised (9) 
The Chambers Dictionary 13th edition is the primary Dit አዎ out-of-date mouldy cakes a comeback leaving front (4) 5 A group of under 40 
reference. Readersmay email comments or queries to round back of canteen (11, Britain (6) 10 Under the table and out of people? (6-9) 
puzzle.feedback@sunday-times.co.uk two words) 26 Old’un’s aggrieved once sight? (5,5) 6 Composer not right about 
33 Noodles making jazzy refused (5) 11 It could be written sacred writing (5) 
sound (5) 28 Chauffeur given tip for grammatically (4,10) 7 Outing into tiny shopping 
34 Move location to contain excursion, silver money (5) | 12 Move together carrying area (5,4) 
onset of panicky 30 It’s hard to get nicked by light metal trumpet (6) 8 Brown jelly over fruit (7) 
breathing (7) better shaver (4) 14 Opera songs but not, eg, 13 A peasant’s muddy feet (9) 
baroque singers (8) 15 Shark or dog taking pee 
16 As one in time and first (9) 
space (2,6) 17 Acreed contains nothing 
CODEWORD KENKEN 18 Soldiers only destroyed like it! (4,3) 
trust (4,2) 19 Cloud of smoke, perhaps, 
8 ቾ |? 20 Rewritten -- as lecture — under medical 
Inthe grid, each short and sweet (9,5) observation (7) 
7 number represents 23 Taking over gangs, turn 21 Left behind old rope (5) 
aletter of the informer (10) 22 SA port, but no capital 
alphabet — all 26 24 When to be fighting fit (4) city (5) 
letters are used. 25 Time to start fires (4,2) 
Use the initial clues 26 Source of milk giving us 
in the code table to energy when drunk (8) 
work out the rest of 
the code. 
STUCK? To get 
four random extra 
letter clues, call 
0901 293 6266 
(ROI 1514 415128) or 
text STCLUE to The first correct solution opened after next Saturday wins 
64343 (UKonk). | Al thedigitstto6mustappearinevery. | tern ge Cae eaen oan a Taara 
Calls cost £1 (ROI row and column. In each thick-line and Bradford's Crossword 568665 Betanay， published 
75c) plus your “block”, the target number in the top by HarperCollins. Three runners-up win the Collins 
telephone left-hand corner is calculated from the English Dictionary & Thesaurus. Fost solutions ከ We á 
company’s digits in all the cells in the block, using Essex í 002862. or email: puzzie.entries@sunday. A f Ai « N 
network access the operation indicated by the symbol. times.co.uk. Open to 18+ UK & ROI residents only. ee] 
charge. Texts cost 
£1 plus your 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ eae ሚው oe CLUE WRITING CONTEST 1967: CANDELABRA 
0333 2023390 You are invited to write a clue for the word above, in our ከ ree cone Ogbeide, Ton ለቲ ሰ 
(ROI 0818 205 403) cryptic crossword style. The best entry selected after a he ”ው ሺ ን ር እ ን eae ey 
(Mon-Fri9am- next Saturday wins a £25 Waterstones voucher. Email 
5.30pm). your entry to puzzle.entries@sunday-times.co.uk. For a full report, visit thesundaytimes.co.uk/cluewriting 
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NEWS REVIEW 


Martin 
Hemmin 


The real 


partygate 
scandal? The 


kids’ birthday 
arms race 


| (py hat a day! What a 

| | | celebration! What a 
spectacle! My favourite 

| bit? When the radiant 

| couple dressed up in 

polyester firefighter 
outfits. You may have 

f | missed it amid the 

| ] [ . coronation preamble, 

. | but there was another 

huge state occasion recently: the third 

birthday party of Wilfred Johnson, son of 

the greatest prime minister this country 

had between 2019 and 2022. And if you 

thought this might be the kind of 

intimate family moment a former head 

of government might let pass quietly and 

privately, you thought wrong, because 

the former prime minister’s wife, Carrie 

Johnson, posted a load of pictures on 

Instagram. 

Scattered about in what, to judge by 
the blue plastic chairs and tired parquet 
floor, looks like a church hall are toys, 
mini seesaws, mats and soft-play bits and 
pieces. Then there’s the Fireman Sam 
birthday cake. The Johnsons were 
famous visitors to Peppa Pig World in 
2021. Has the porcine cartoon character 
been informed that Wilf’s affections 
have moved on to a Welsh emergency 
services worker? 

And then, taking a theme and running 
with it, there is Carrie and Boris Johnson 
dressed in highly flammable-looking red 
firefighter costumes. 

Boris actually looks better put 
together than usual, but even so, despite 
his jacket fastenings consisting of three 
strips of Velcro, he seems to have 
managed to put it on skew-whiff. His 
outfit’s knee pads hover somewhere 
over the middle of his shins. 

Neither looks entirely at home in their 
fancy dress, and I don’t think it’s 
anything to do with a 2019 tweet from 
the Fire Brigades Union pointing out that 
as London mayor Boris cut 1,200 


firefighters, 27 fire engines and ten fire 
stations. Any parent of young children 
will recognise that look in Boris’s eyes. 
Help me, it says. I’m a successful grown- 
up. I have spent hundreds if not 
thousands of pounds on room hire, 
party food and a flipping professional 
children’s entertainer — in the Johnsons’ 
case, party-thrower to the stars’ kids 
“Action” Amanda. So why am I still 
having to dress like a wally, say Boris’s 
sad, 58-year-old eyes. Call in Sue Gray: 
it’s the children’s partygate scandal. 

For me, coronation weekend has 
come as a blessed relief. It has given me 
respite from the most hectic social whirl 
Ihave ever experienced in my life: I, or 
rather my son, is on the fifth-birthday- 
party circuit. And let me tell you: it is 
wild. Everyone from reception class is 
invited. Barely a weekend goes by 
without a trip to one of two church halls 
or the soft play at the garden centre. 
(The rise of the garden centre soft play is 
a whole other newspaper column.) We 
had two parties the other weekend. My 
son bloody loves them, to be fair, with a 
drawerful of “party shirts” to prove it. 

But it’s not just that there are so many 
of them. If it has been a while since you 
or your children turned five, you need to 
know that a kiddie-party arms race is 
ramping up. 

One set of parents books the posher 
church hall and gets the entertainer. The 
next set does the same, but adds a 
bouncy castle, maybe some pedal go- 
karts. Suddenly there’s a hired 
twentysomething walking around 
dressed as Elsa from Frozen. Ihave a 
friend with a phobia of snakes who 
turned up to his daughter’s friend’s 
party only to discover that the 
entertainment consisted of stroking a 
full-size python. He is now known as the 
dad who involuntarily shouted “F*** 
right off!” in front of a room of 
seven-year-olds. 


Boris Johnson 


sporteda 
Fireman Sam 
outfit for his son 
Wilfred’s third 
birthday party 


Despite 
Boris’s 
jacket 
fastenings 
consisting 
of three 
strips of 
Velcro, he 
managed 
to putit 
on skew- 
whiff 


For the hosts it is impoverishing. 
There’ll be the parents who order in 
proper delicious sourdough pizzas, 
rather than ham sandwiches. The party 
bags started off as the usual pencils and 
hair grips. Then at some point it shifted 
to educational books and paint-at-home 
crafts. The party bags in Carrie’s 
Instagram pics are the size of carry-on 
luggage. The peer pressure clearly got to 
her. 

It’s all got a bit competitive and out of 
control. I have just been asked via the 
class WhatsApp group to select my son’s 
preferred sandwich filling for a party in 
August. Carrie’s Instagram window into 
the lengths she has gone to — I’m 
assuming Boris provided limited input — 
for a party none of the kids present will 


remember, is really not helping matters. 

All kids’ parties are really useful for 一 
before they’re old enough to be dropped 
off while you leg it — is working out how 
old and rich and well-dressed you are 
compared with other parents 
(conclusion: I’m youngish, quite poor 
but have the best dad trainers). But we 
parents have inflicted it all upon 
ourselves, and now there is no escape. 

In my part of south London, there is a 
queen of children’s entertainers. I am 
not going to tell you her name, because I 
might need her for a sixth birthday 
party. She’s like Harry Hill in leggings. 
But funnier. She is amazing, and could 
charge more. But miss out on Mad 
Maureen (not her name) and things get 
sketchier. 

Mention “the creepy magician” to any 
mum or dad near me and you will get a 
shudder of recognition. There was the 
entertainer with the sound system that 
made parents’ ears bleed (but didn’t 
seem to bother the kids). And then there 
was the woman who was clearly bullied 
at school and now wanted to take her 
revenge on middle-class grown-ups by 
making a significant part of her act 
shutting down any chatting at the back. 
We thought it was all a bit of fun until she 
pointed to one mum and asked: “You 
don’t want to be the one to ruin Lily’s 
party do you?” It was the tensest llam- 
1pm of my life. 

In retrospect, we should have used 
the WhatsApp group to agree that the 
answer to the question, “And will you 
mummies and daddies join in the fun 
today too?” was a decisive, collective 
“No”. Ideally, we'd agree to limit 
ourselves to, say, one party a term, and 
split the bill and the pain. 

But just in case, I might see if there are 
any second-hand firefighter outfights on 
eBay. Boris’s trousers look about the 
right length for me. 

Jeremy Clarkson is away 


TEASER 3163 


Victor Bryant 


G, H, I, N etc. Then in a box 
labelled “ONE” I put equal 
numbers of Os, Ns and Es; ina 
second box labelled “TWO” I 
put equal numbers of Ts, Ws 


which my grandson could 
take out complete sets to 
spell out the relevant digit. In 
total there was a prime 
number of each of the letters, 


In the order ONE to NINE, 
how many sets were in 
each box? 


Send your solution to: The Sunday 
Times Teaser 3163, PO Box 29, 


WEATHER 
AROUND THE WORLD 


TODAY'S WEATHER 


OQ slight 


Many areas will have a dry day with fairly extensive cloud but 
also some bright or sunny spells. A few isolated heavy showers 
are possible, particularly in parts of Scotland and eastern 
England. Coastal fog may impact some North Sea coasts. Rain 
will push into western Ireland later in the afternoon. Winds 
will be generally light and variable, but moderate to fresh in 
western Ireland and over the Northern Isles 


Bright spells and isolated showers. Light and variable winds. 


Sunny spells, small chance of a shower. Light and variable 
winds. Max 21C. Tonight, clear spells. Min 8C 

Channel Is, SW and Cent S England, S Wales 

Largely dry with variable cloud and sunny spells. Mainly light 
and variable winds. Max 20C. Tonight, rain later. Min 7C 


Bright spells and variable cloud. Light and variable winds. 


Sunny spells and isolated showers. Light and variable winds. 


Letterboxes and Os; in box “THREE” I put with equal numbers of Ns i 
To enable me to spell out equal numbers of Ts, Hsand and Vs, but more Ts. Aen nee Amsterdam 19C sh London 22C sh ። 
ONE, TWO, uptoNINEoneor Rs, together with double that Furthermore, the grand total the first two corer solutions opened | Athens 2S Los Angeles 2 f Q WeatherQuest 
more times, I bought large number of Es; etc. In this way number oflettersin theboxes እዚ next Saturday ea pento Pigg [ankand ig. Ssh Madrid 2 = 
quantities of the letters E, F, Imade nine boxes from was a two-figure prime. ROI residents only. Bangkok “M s Mexico City 27 th 
Barcelona 22 th Miami 27- áh 
Beijing 27 f Moscow 9: fF ቋል 
Belgrade 25 f Nairobi 25 ከከ መመል w 
CHESS David Howell BRIDGE Sally Brock Berlin 86 f New Delhi 40 f = 
Bogota 19 sh New Orleans 30 f 
The UK chess calendar has Having played an exemplary When we were in Lockdown, West North East South Boston aif New York 2 
never been so packed. Last strategic game, Ghasi online bridge became prolific. 14 Brussels 20 sh 096 8 f 
week Manx Liberty, a team temporarily loses control. 29 Clubs, counties, national Pass 2NT Pass 3ቐ Budapest 23 sh Panama 52 [ከ 
based in the Isle of Man, won Qxa7? Unnecessarily allowing | bodies all started arranging ee He 8 pe Buenos Aires 15 «sh Paris 9th 
Division 1 of the Four Nations counterplay. 29 Bxe4 tournaments. I played ina pa a Dbe- 6ቁ Cairo 2o Prague 5 1 
Chess League (4NCL). A couple consolidates the advantage. couple of tournaments All Pass Calgary e Rio. de Janeiro 25. f 
of weeks earlier, IM Ameet 29...06 30 Rfi Ng8? Ina arranged by OCBL (Online Capa Town 20 Rome ። 5 f 
Ghasitriumphed at the British classical game, Black wouldno | Contract Bridge League) with Ihad worried that this Caracas Bzh San Francisco. 4 sh 
Rapidplay Championship. doubt have found 30...e3! 31 very little success. Wetendto might happen. North’s Casablanca 2 Santiago 20) at 
fxe3 (31 Qxe7? e2 wins for Black) | finish before team-mates most 2NT was game-forcing with Chicago 29 th Seoul 8 f 
White: Ameet Ghasi 31...Qd3 when 81 three results | of the time, so often get the four-card spade support, Dubai 51 s Seychelles 29: (ከ 
Black: Peter Wells are possible. 31Bd2h532Qc7 | opportunity to watch our and South’s three hearts Dublin 8 ፳ከ Singapore 29. th 
British Rapidplay Whiteis dominantoncemore. | team’s last few boards. showed extra values with a Geneva 2 Stockholm iit 
Championship, Bingley 2023 The a-pawn will decide the With two boards to go we singleton club. Witha Gibraltar 31 Sydney 6 5ከ 
RetiOpening game.32...e333Bxe3Qf634 | were 14 IMPs up but the minimum and an unsuitable | Guatemala 31 Tel Aviv 21. ash 
1 Nf3 ር5 2 g3 No matter the a4 Rf7 35 056 Bh6 36 85 እር7 | penultimate board was club holding North should የበበበበ ity Tenerife 20 f 
occasion or the opponent, 37 Bxh6 Kxh6 38 86 Nc839 | difficult. A combination of have signed off in four Hong Kong Tokyo R i 
Ghasi is loyal to this low- Qb339Qb7 would havebeena | good play by our opponents spades but she was more Istanbul 18 Toronto 6 th 
maintenance approach. He picturesque finish. 39...h440 | in one room and an inspired encouraging and the Jersey 1 Trinidad 3I th 
unfailingly starts with1Nf3 and Bh3 Na7 41 Be6 Re7 42 Rb1 opening lead (the queen of dreadful slam bid. Johannesburg = Tunis sei 
283. 2...Nc6 3 Bg2 g6 4 0-0 Kg7 43 Qe3 g5 44Rb7Kf845 | clubs from Q-10-9-x), in the West led the eight ofclubs | Paz 13. shi Verica Bf 
Bg7 5 d3 d6 6 c4e6 7 Nc3 Qe4 Kg7 46 Kg2 hxg3 47 hxg3 | other (he went three down, and there was no way East Lagos 25! Vienna 2 sh 
Nge7 8 Bd2 0-0 9 835610 Kh6 48 Qg4 Rxb7 49 axb7 and it could have been four), would duck ashe knew South | Lima 24 Warsaw 12 sh UK and Ireland forecast 
Rb1Bb711b4Qd712e3Rab8 00850 06 Black resigns led to the scores being level had a singleton. He won the Lishon ah WashingtonDC 26 3ከ 
13 Na4.e514.Nc3f515Qa4h6 Spot the Move 1374: as this board landed on the ace and switched to a heart. Key c=cloud, dr=drizzle, ds=dust storm, f=fair, fg=fog, g=gales, h=hail, _ 
16 Nd5 06817 Qc2 Nxd5? This White to play. table. Just at this moment we m=mist, r=rain, sh=showers, sl=sleet, sn=snow, s=sun, th=thunder, w=windy 
change of structure helps s |ጆ 2 Y h, realised that slam was cold. 
White. The d5-pawn has a 7 t EW vulnerable, Dealer South All declarer had to do was run 
cramping effect on Black’s 6 PE off all his trumps and squeeze EUROPE 
position. 17...Qf7 keeps the 5 ቐ(87 Westin thered suits. It was a 
balance. 18 cxd5 Ne7 19 bxc5 i + Q104 moment of great excitement — 
bxc5 20 e4 Qd7 21 Qc4 Ba8 : E K103 until South played for REGIONAL FORECASTS 
Active defence with 21...g5 j 2 J8 ል- Something different and went 
would cause White more | Me an ine A one down and we lost the London: SE England 
a ely perry 0 ከዓ 58 -> 19762. ”match ከሃ il. Max 22C. Tonight, clear spells. Min 8C 
Bxb7 25 RblQc8 26 Qa4Ba6 Variation from Alonso Rosell- ሦ ‘ 9 Waa? This week’s problem Pte ከከ 
27 Nc4 Bxc4 28 dxc4 fxe4 Martinovic, Berlin 2023. AT72 
è GV a Which brilliant nove crows #a a avis N 157". 
7 4. # ; W KS Aanu Our opponents had had a ቀ:6:11062 Ee a765 
6 M, f Må 4 Send your solution (first move only), to fairly short auction to the eo 5 ደ 82 
5 P A: 4. M, Sunday paee Spot the Move 1374, normal four spades and West North East South N Wales, NW England, Isle of Man 
: ከ) At G a Colchester, Essex CO2 667. oremailto | made with a couple of Ay Dbl : AlPass : ፡ ፡ 
3 ር ‘yy m, J Durie entties@sinday: times cou overtricks when partner oo E Min 8C 
， me 2 人 Saturday winsa eon Waterstones Se oe lead. ee the spade king. a 
bederak oe ር 1 ከር ecourteam Saher reek: @ Much of Spain and Portugal | Poland will be dry with sunny | Max 20C. Tonight, rain later. Min 7C 


LAST WEEK'S SOLUTIONS 


GENERAL KNOWLEDGE JUMBO CROSSWORD 368 


Across: 1 Grass 
16 Itchen, 17 Cal 
28 Skeletor, 29 


snake, 7 Larry Adler, 12 Elle Macpherson, 13 Senhor, 14 Paul Klee, 15 Fotheringhay, 
oots, 19 lonian, 20 Sound shift, 21 Creetown, 24 Gl Joes, 
Pin-stripes, 32 Kia ora, 34 Cumbrae, 36 Eggnog, 37 Roger Federer, 39 Clarions, 


26 Afghani, 27 Rhetor, 


Robin, 3 Sheila Hancock, 4 Starlings, 5 Apple, 6 Eye of the Tiger, 7 Lesotho, 


8 Range, 9 Yes Minister, 10 Donegan, 11 Enola Gay, 17 Climactic, 18 St-Etienne, 21 Clapper bridge, 


will be dry and very warm 
with sunny spells, a few 
heavy showers in the east 
@ Showers and 
thunderstorms will 
develop widely in France, 
Switzerland, the Low 
Countries, Austria and 


spells, some showery rain in 
the far southeast 

ወ Showery rain in Moldova 
and western Ukraine 

@ Sunny spells and scattered 
showers in the Balkans, some 
heavy and thundery 

ወ Largely dry with sunny 


22 Weeping willow, 23 Pope John Paul, 25 Solway Firth, 30 The Warden, 31 Minotaur, 33 One down, 


Across: 1 Nesher, 6 Celery, 10 Solar panel, 11 Roulades, 13 Duvet, 14 Over-rev, 16 Gimme, 17 Chaotic, 


32 Sudser, 33 Elmier Down: 1 Nordic, 2 Enough said, 3 Holesom, 4 Elate, 5 Radon, 6 Crevice, 7 Laari, 
8 Enormous, 9 Y-level, 12 Memory lane, 15 Gaolbird, 18 Ice spar, 20 Tsardom, 21 Degras, 23 E-layer, 


elf, 6 Pride, 9 Idiot, 10 Rotterdam, 11 Lead poisoning, 14 Platter, 16 At issue, 


12 Orange peels, 13 Seaman-like, 15 Trondheim, 18 In order, 20 Hair net, 22 Nobel, 23 Sass, 25 Sum 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 1832 

Across: 1 Scoff, 4 Bivouac, 8 Canteen, 9 Rodeo, 

10 Intermediary, 13 Cross, 14 Ratio, 16 Complaisance, 
18 Amigo, 19 Dashiki, 21 Dutiful, 22 By gum 

Down: 1 Succinct, 2 Ornithologist, 3 Foe, 4 Bunker, 

5 Verdigris, 6 Understanding, 7 Chop, 11 Rustproof, 
12 Solecism, 15 Vandal, 17 Wand, 20 Sub 


POLYGON 


beer, beet, beetle, bell, belle, 
bellwether, belt, belter, beret, berth, 
betel, blether, brew, ether, ewer, hebe, 
heel, hell, herb, here, herl, hewer, 

leer, leet, rebel, reel, rete, retell, tell, 
teller, thebe, thee, there, thew, three, 
treble, tree, twee, weber, well, welt, 
welter, wether, whee, wheel, wheeler, 


SUDOKU WARM-UP CODEWORD 40 Valour, 41 Sir Edward Elgar, 42 Franchised, 43 Eatanswill 
615[2181419T71113 Down: 2 Reliant 
419|1|7|6|3|216|» 
3|7|6|2|5|116|9|4 35 Mordred, 38 Desks, 39 Coast 
7|1161419|5|3|2|8 
5|8|9|5|2|7|114|6 MEPHISTO 3270 
z ; z : z £ 5 Z 2 19 Stool, 21 Dsomo, 22 Censure, 24 Eales, 28 Gibbose, 29 Tra-la, 30 Speedway, 31 Aprication, 
9|6|7|5|1181413|2 
1|2|5|9|3|416|6|7 25 Eblis, 26 Weete, 27 Steil 
CROSSWORD 5057 
SUDOKU 1533 Across: 1 Books! 
7 41618151113 17 Tripoli, 19 Gingham, 21 Old age pension, 24 Addressee, 26 Bindi, 27 Scram, 28 Mistletoe 
5131612171118 1419 Down: 1 Bridle path, 2 Okinawa, 3 Set up, 4 Ear-piercing, 5 Fat, 6 Precision, 7 Indigos, 8 Emmy, 
681411151319121716 
AGERE SPOT THE MOVE 1373 
57 1...e5! draws (not 1...Kd3? 2 Kf6; 1...Kf3? 
918|5|114|6|713|2 2 Kf6;1.Kd5 2 ከ4 e5 3 ከ5 ed 4 Kf4): 2 h4 
4|1|817|213191615 Kd3 (or 2...Kf3) 3 ከ5 e4 4 ከ6 63 5 ከ7 e2 
6|5|2|9|1141|3|8|7 6 ከ10 e1Q with an equal endgame 
3191716] 815111214 TEASER 3162 22%, 28% and 24%, 26% 
KILLER SUDOKU 
TODAY'S SOLUTIONS 
9{3/614/5/ 1/2/78) | 200 |. 24 84 l 43 | suko CELL BLOCKS 
s 5 ፡ S 2 5 ፡ i ፡ 5915141214 1221413:121187 FT| - 
11615[719 831214 oe eae 4 
21814111316|7|519 —_ - ] 
3|791512141116[6 karake: Ea G l 
619|812|14 7/1531 918|511 ፥፦ 151248 6|1 8 |15 GEG 2. | 
7|141318111516 912 ሺ 181725 5 9 es 
512111916131814|7 218122144 +1419|፦ |5[6 | x [37 12; 133. | 


where, whet 


Winners Crossword 5055 P Harrison, Blackpool, Lancashire, A Clow, Swinton, South Yorkshire, A Heald, Birmingham, E Samways, Seaton, Devon Mephisto 3268 A Brewer, 
Southsea, Hampshire, K Appleyard, West Wickham, Greater London, P Gilbert, Whiteley, Hampshire, G Snailham, Windsor, Berkshire, R Squires, South Queensferry, 
Edinburgh Teaser 3160 R James, Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire, 8 Scott, St Columb Major, Cornwall Chess 1371 S Thompson, Wantage, Oxfordshire Sudoku 1531 M Pollitt, 


Witney, Oxfordshire 


western Germany 


ወ Eastern Germany, the 
Czech Republic and much of 


spells in Italy, Sicily, Sardinia 
and Corsica, any showers 
fairly isolated 


SUN, STREET LIGHTS & MOON 


Scotland 


Sunny spells and a few showers. Light to fresh south or 
southeasterly winds. Max 19C. Tonight, rain later. Min 6C 
N Ireland, Republic of Ireland 

Bright spells, rain in the west later. Light to moderate 
southerly winds. Max 18C. Tonight, rain and fog. Min 10C 


THE WEEK AHEAD 


Sun Sunsets/ Lights Moon Moon 
rises lights on off rises sets 
Aberdeen 05:05 21:04 05:03 05:25 
Belfast 05:32 21:07 05:30 -፦ 06:00 Monday 
Birmingham 05:25 20:43 05:23 23:40 06:32(Mon) Rain spreading 
Bristol 05:31 20:42 05:29 23:36 06:42(Mon) 
Cardiff 05:33 20:44 05:32 23:39 06:44(Mon) ae 
Cork 05:53 21:07 05:51 -፦ 06:28 Max 20ር 
Dublin 05:39 21:03 05:37 06:10 
Glasgow 05:20 21:06 05:18 -፦ 05:44 
London 05:21 20:32 05:19 23:26 06:31(Mon) 
Manchester 05:22 20:48 05:20 23:49 06:25(Mon) 
Newcastle 05:14 20:51 05:12 23:59 06:10(Mon) 
Norwich 05:11 20:30 05:10 23:28 06:17(Mon) 
Plymouth 05:41 20:44 05:39 23:35 06:56(Mon) 


NIGHT SKY 


Venus shines brilliantly some 32° high in the W at 
sunset and sets itself in the NW at 1am. Use 
binoculars to glimpse the star cluster M35 (3,000 
light years away) less than 3° to Venus’ left 
tonight and 2° below Venus by Wednesday. Mars 
is 5° below-left of Pollux in Gemini, 22° above and 
left of Venus. The Plough, part of Ursa Major, is 
overhead at nightfall. Alan Pickup 


Thursday 
Sunny spells and 
a few scattered 
showers. 

Max 18C 


Tuesday Wednesday 
Sunny spells and Another day of 
scattered showers, | sunny spells and 
some thundery. scattered showers. 
Max 19C Max 17C 


Friday Saturday 

Mainly dry, rain Rain in the north 
in northwest and west, drier in 
Scotland. the southeast. 
Max 18C Max 21C 


GRACE ET CARACTERE 


*Grace with character 


CHAUMET 


PARIS 


12 Place Vendôme 
New Bond Street — Harrods — Selfridges 


可 2 ፥ሪ 


TTY IMAGES* 
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wearing Queen Mary's Crown, are enthroned in Westminster Abbey. The Carolean Age has begun 


።። 


ድ 
Q 
3 
= 
ጋ 
o 
Š 
2 
mo} 
ፎ 
መ 
o 
2 
[e] 
me] 
<= 
= 
= 
ወ 
5 
a 
Q 
O 
ወ 
3 
<= 
2 
mo} 
ፎ 
፲ 
a 
D 
5 
ጄ 
o 
£ 
= 
= 
ወ 
= 
= 
a 
Q 
O 
ወ 
v 
ፎ 
2 
6 
ወ 
= 
[e] 
ወ 
ወ። 
<= 
= 
D 
= 
a 
a 
S 
"ሠጋ 
ao} 
ፎ 
Ga 
c 
፳ 
o 
= 
oO 
v 
D 
ጄ 
o 
23 
oO 
W 
pr 
wn 
D 
ፎ 
ጄ 
8 
= 
D 
S 
= 
3 
<= 
= 


18 fantastic offers from our carefully selected partner Sunday, May 7, 2023 


Your holiday is ABTA and ATOL protected when you book with Imagine Cruising. Trustpilot 四 TIMES T rav el O ffe TS 
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18 OFFERS 
INSIDE FROM 
JUN, 2023 - 
MAR, 2025 


| M AG l N E For Imagine Cruising bookings call 
CRUISING © 08082713497 6 thetimes.co.uk/imagine “ቁ 
MORE THAN JUST ACRUISE. TONG 


IMAGINE’ "" 'magine Holidays bookings call 6 thetimes.co.uk/imagineholidays 
HO LI DAYS መ 0808 258 6078 Opening Hours: Mon to Sun: 9am to 8pm 


MORE THAN JUST A HOLIDAY. 


Trustpilot * * * * $ 


[T] TIMES Travel Offers 


Sunday, May 7, In partnership with Imagine Cruising” 


strat An epic Cunard voyage from 


£2,999pp Singapore to Southampton 


= ም 


ረይ 


ፐከር Queen Mary 2 CUNARD 
Experience 


Quite simply, the Queen Mary 2 is the most 


magnificent ocean liner ever built, so, a fabulous SAVE U P TO 


cruise holiday on this wonderful ship is an £5 000 
ያ 


experience of a lifetime. Cunard have incorporated 


+ 
the very latest in modern facilities, entertainment PE R COU PLE 


and enrichment opportunities into a ship radiating 


the opulence, charm and glamour of cruising’s co MPLIMENTARY 
Golden Era. Your fine dining options include gourmet FLIGHT AND HOTEL 
delights with classy touches. STAY IN SINGAPORE 


This amazing holiday includes: 


Full-Board Cruise 
36 night full-board cruise on board Queen Mary 2 


Visiting: Singapore, Penang, Langkawi, Phuket, 
Colombo, Doha, Dubai (overnight in port), Salalah, 
Aqaba, Suez Canal (scenic cruising), Athens, 
Barcelona, Cadiz, Southampton 


Immerse yourself in the otherworldly charms of ር. 
Singapore pefore embarking Queen Mary 2 for 
an epic voyage, taking in the wonders of Asia, 
Arabia, and the Mediterranean. 


- There’s never a dull moment with West End-style 
productions at the Royal Court Theatre, a full live 
music programme, karaoke and quiz nights, plus 
ballroom dancing in the Queens Room 


Enjoy a show at the planetarium, take part in 
fencing, relax in the Mareel Spa or sign up for the 


Your epic adventure begins with a two-night, four-star hotel stay in Singapore. A city outstanding Insight programme 


From classic British and French in the Britannia 

and Grills restaurants to the best steak onboard 
at The Verandah, plus daily traditional afternoon 
tea and a range of cuisines at Kings Court Buffet, 
there's something to suit every taste 


of curious contrasts and exotic fusions. Lose yourself in the colourful otherworldly 


structures at Gardens by the Bay, embark on a bumboat river cruise through sapphire 


waters taking in the striking landmarks of the city, or escape to Kusu Island, a stunning 
turtle habitat with ornate shrines and glorious beaches. Explore 
Dubai 


Immerse yourself in the glamour of 
Dubai, where all that glitters truly 


Complimentary Hotel Stay 
Two-night four-star stay in Singapore at the Orchard 
Rendezvous Hotel with breakfast 


Next, you'll embark the regal Queen Mary 2 for your spellbinding cruise to Southampton. 
The flagship of the remarkable Cunard fleet, this exquisite ocean liner radiates with the 


charm and glamour of cruising’s golden era, blended with modern conveniences. Enjoy ፻ i ን 
is gold. Here you'll meet sparkling 


Complimentary Outbound Flight 


(London departure - regional flights available) 


a traditional Afternoon Tea served by white-gloved waiters, don your finest attire at a skyscrapers, glitzy shops, and sun- 


themed Gala Evening or challenge your fellow passengers to a deck game or two. soaked beaches, making it the ideal 
destination to enjoy a well-rounded 


You'll then set sail for your 36-night cruise exploring in the colours, cultures and contrasts break 


OCEANVIEW from 


£3,799» 


INSIDE from 


£2,999» 


of Asia, Arabia, and the Mediterranean. Highlights include the beautiful beaches and 
Alongside the charisma, you'll find a 


relaxed culture of idyllic Phuket, an overnight in port in Dubai - a city brimming with 
rich tradition and fascinating history; 


glittering skyscrapers and sacred temples, and a scenic cruise through the magnificent BALCONY from 


£4,399» 


GRILL SUITE from 


£11,499» 


lose yourself in the charming 
Suez Canal, which connects the Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea. 本 
Quarter, also known as Dubai's 
historic heart or savour an abra 


cruise along the beautiful creek. 


A mesmerising journey affording unforgettable sights, sounds, experiences, cultures and Transfers are available at an additional cost. +Prices shown include 


; ን discount and savings based on two passengers sharing a Grill Suite. 
cuisines, you'll finally arrive in Southampton, where your holiday draws to an end. 8 ሽ፡ 8 


fs | ONLINE CRUISE CODE: REP7428 
=, 
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In partnership with Imagine Cruising® Sunday, May 7, 2023 


O-fly luxury Cunard voyage, Italian 
. Lakes and all-inclusive Venice 
J Simplon-Orient-Express 


ni 
sR 


19 NIGHTS 
FROM 


£5,999pp 


SLEEPING -ĊAR 
ሸና 3539 


aly ፍኤ፡ 
አብ. ፔን ጅሮ... 


aran 


Board the regal 
Queen Victoria 


There's something distinctly refined and regal about 


a Cunard cruise and the beautiful Queen Victoria SAVE U P TO 


certainly upholds the fine traditions of this luxury ፉ 2 6 0 0 
ያሆ 


line. Even before you board this beautiful ship you'll £ 
note the trademark black and red livery which, PER COUPLE 
together with her sleek modern design, immediately 

sets the theme of proud cruising heritage married COMPLIMENTARY EIGHT- 
with innovative features for today’s cruise guests. NIGHT FULLY ESCORTED 
ITALIAN LAKES TOURS 


This amazing holiday includes: 


Full-Board Cruise 
Eight-night full-board cruise on board Queen 
Victoria 


Complimentary Oceanview to Balcony upgrade 


Visiting: Southampton, Cádiz, Málaga, Palma de 


Embark Cunard’s elegant Queen Victoria, delve 
into the wondrous Italian Lakes, and savour a 
timeless journey on board the Luxury Venice 
Simplon-Orient-Express. 


Mallorca, Civitavecchia, Florence, Lake Garda, Lake 
Maggiore, Lake Como, Verona, Paris, London 


Rail Journeys 
Complimentary scenic rail journey on board the 
Bernina Express 

Two-day full-board luxury Venice Simplon-Orient- 
You'll begin your enchanting holiday in Southampton and embark the peerless Queen Express train journey from Verona to Paris 
Victoria. Throughout your cruise, you'll relish luxurious cabins, gourmet dining, and grand Standard Premier Eurostar rail journey from Paris to 


London 


ballrooms in between calls to Europe’s most charming destinations. You'll stop in the 


richly diverse city of Cadiz; cultural Malaga - the birthplace of famous artists including 


Hotel Stays 


Two-night four-star stay in Florence 


Relax on board 
before strolling the city’s picturesque streets. Venice Simplon-Orient-Express 


The Venice Simplon-Orient-Express 


Picasso - and picturesque Palma de Mallorca, where you could indulge in delicious tapas 


Complimentary four-star hotel stays in Lake 
Maggiore, Lake Como and Lake Garda 
All hotel stays include breakfast 


Next, you'll disembark in Civitavecchia and explore Florence’s centuries-old architecture ስ ነ 2 
| f ሽ j ሽ is a highly sought-after luxury train 
during a two-night stay and next, enjoy scenic waterfront walks during your tour of the : f 3 

journey that offers an immersive 


Italian Lakes. p A 

ailan cases experience echoing the golden All Transfers 
In Lake Maggiore, you'll encounter vibrant villages and savour sumptuous Italian cuisine age of travel. With opulent décor, 
before transferring to vivid Lake Como - set against the backdrop of the Rhaetian Alps. gourmet dining, and unparalleled 


Here, you'll experience stunning mountain scenery on the Bernina Express as you travel service, this journey takes you 


7 ; INSIDE from OCEANVIEW from 
to St. Moritz. Next, in charming Lake Garda, you'll relish a three-night hotel stay and sale eb) Europes mest sunning £5,999 £6,999 
landscapes. IRAR የመመ 
explore its narrow cobbled streets, gaze up at decadent Renaissance architecture, and 
stroll through its verdant gardens. Iconic carriages, timeless elegance, BALCONY from GRILL SUITE from 


£6,999» £8,999» 


and attention to detail make it an 


You'll then transfer to Verona and embark the luxurious Venice Simplon-Orient-Express. ፡ ን 
unforgettable experience - its no 


During your journey to Paris, you'll indulge in exceptional cuisine - prepared using wonder that this train is considered *Prices include discount and savings based on two passengers sharing a Grill Suite. 


the finest regional ingredients - with a three-course lunch. You could then savour a one of the most luxurious in the 


refreshing drink at the champagne bar before you'll conclude your journey in Paris and world. 


return home on board the Eurostar. 


ኩ | ONLINE CRUISE CODE: MED7689 
| = 一 
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17 NIGHTS 
FROM 


ደ4,499፦ 
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The Silver Spirit l 
Experience &SILVERSEA 


Silversea’s luxury cruise ship, Silver Spirit, blends 

first class facilities with eight desirable dining SAV E UP T O 
venues and polished entertainment, providing ፉ 5 4 0 0 
atruly superior way to cruise. While on board 7 

you could discover exquisite dishes bursting with PER COUPLE* 


Asian essence at Indochine, meet new friends 
COMPLIMENTARY 
FIVE-STAR ULTRA 
ALL-INCLUSIVE 
HOTEL STAY IN CRETE 


This amazing holiday includes: 


All-Inclusive Cruise 
11 night all-inclusive luxury cruise on board 
Silver Spirit 
Visiting’: Athens, Kusadasi, Bodrum, Rhodes, 
Antalya, Haifa (overnight in port), Ashdod, Agios 
Nikolaos, Santorini, Athens 
- Complimentary premium shore excursions 
included at every port* 
- Pre-paid gratuities and complimentary Wi-Fi 
on board 
- In-suite butler service and fully-stocked fridge 
for all suites 
- All-inclusive beverages including fine wines, 
beers and premium spirits 


at Dolce Vita, or unwind in the Zagara Spa. You'll 
find personalised service and gracious hospitality, 
included in your all-inclusive luxury cruise. 


Savour an ultra-all-inclusive Cretan beach 
escape, delight in a decadent cruise of Greece 
and Turkey, and explore Athen’s ancient 
treasures during a luxury overnight stay. 


Complimentary Luxury Hotel Stays 
One-night five-star stay at the NJV Athens Plaza 
Hotel with breakfast 

Five-night five-star ultra all-inclusive hotel stay in 
Crete at the Mitsis Laguna Resort & Spa 

All Flights and Transfers 

(London departure - regional flights available) 


You'll begin your luxurious holiday in Crete, where you'll spend five nights at 
the all-inclusive luxury Grecotel LUX ME White Palace, a stunning hotel facing 


the waters of the Aegean Sea. You'll delight in rooms decorated to evoke the 
timeless villages of the Greek islands, and enjoy first-class amenities and Discover Athens 

culinary options, from authentic Greek to Italian. You could even indulge in a 

wellness treatment while admiring ocean views. Steeped in ancient history, 
mythology and beauty, Athens is 


Next, fly to Athens - one of the world’s oldest and most fascinating cities - T በመ ድቹ) ፲ 
abeguiling destination. Ruins and 


for an overnight hotel stay in preparation for your cruise the following day. 


relics of its glory days can be found 
scattered throughout the modern 
city. Head to its crowning glory, the 


COMPLIMENTARY FIVE-STAR ULTRA 
ALL-INCLUSIVE HOTEL STAY IN CRETE 


You'll then embark the sophisticated Silver Spirit for your all-inclusive voyage, 
boasting airy spaces and exciting new features. Stretch out with the largest 
suites in the Silversea fleet and enjoy a lively, convivial atmosphere that caters 


A : j majestic Acropolis to be rewarded 
to cosmopolitan travellers. Savour gastronomic delights from one of eight 


VERANDA SUITE from* 


£5,299» 


VISTA SUITE fromt 


£4,499» 


with astounding panoramic views 
restaurants, relish being waited on hand and foot by your in-suite butler, and sip E&P 
or take a cable car to Mount 


a complimentary cocktail while taking in views from the Panorama Lounge. 2 
Lycabettus’ summit. 


SUPERIOR VERANDA SUITE from* 


£5,699» 


DELUXE VERANDA SUITE from* 
Settle in for your destination-filled cruise, discovering a wealth of incredible £5 999 
-aii ; Da Wander down to picture-perfect 7 RP 
ports across Greece and Turkey. Highlights include Bodrum, known for its iconic 


Plaka, a vibrant, cosmopolitan 


Castle of St Peter, the central attraction of the peninsula. You'll also see Rhodes, *Offer includes one excursion per guest, per port/day. Additional excursions 


available at an extra charge. “Prices include discount and savings based on two 
passengers sharing a Deluxe Veranda Suite departing 24 September 2023. +Prices 
and itinerary based on 12 October 2023 departure. 


neighbourhood, to discover 
excellent shopping and 
characterful tavernas. 


known as the ‘Island of the Sun,’ and vibrant Antalya, where you can delve into 
its enchanting natural beauty. You'll stop in Haifa, where you can marvel its 
captivating and renowned Baha'i Terraces, before you meet the bright white- 


washed, blue-domed villages of breathtaking Santorini. 
፪ሽ i R ONLINE CRUISE CODE: MED7656 
|=] 
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IMAGINE’ 
CRUISING 


MORE THAN JUST A CRUISE. 


For full terms and conditions please visit thetimes.co.uk/imagine. Prices are correct at the time of print and are subject to change. Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Imagine Cruising, a company wholly independent of News UK. Imagine Cruising are fully ABTA and ATOL bonded. *Prices include discount and savings based on two passengers sharing a Suite. 


Ae £7,999pp 


14 NIGHTS = 


ክ FROM j 


The Silver Nova 
Experience 

Boasting an innovative asymmetrical design, 
Silversea's newest addition, the opulent Silver 


Nova, is an impressive vessel, first gracing the seas 


in summer 2023. A vessel designed to elevate 
Silversea's standards of luxury travel and lead the 
fleet in terms of sustainable cruising, a voyage 
with Silver Nova, offers a revolutionary experience 
teeming with decadent dining options, spacious 
suites, a sumptuous spa and expansive outdoor 
spaces offering phenomenal panoramic vistas. 


Experience the ‘Greatest Outdoor Show 

on Earth’, marvel at the iconic Canadian 
Rockies with a scenic journey on board Rocky 
Mountaineer and uncover Alaskan delights on 
an all-inclusive cruise. 


Your unforgettable holiday begins in Anchorage with a one-night hotel stay before 
you'll join Silver Nova in Seward the following day. As the newest addition to the fleet, 
this magnificent ship features the largest array of lounges, bars and restaurants of 
any ultra-luxury cruise ship, making your time on board a true pleasure. 


As you voyage toward Vancouver, you'll delight in a sumptuous seven-night cruise 
of Alaska, uncovering breathtaking icy fjords, awe-inspiring glaciers, verdant forests 
and dramatic mountains. Highlights include scenic cruising of the Hubbard Glacier, 
Seymour Narrows and Inside Passage, as well as calling to the state capital Juneau. 


Disembarking in Vancouver you'll delight in a one-night hotel stay before embarking 
Rocky Mountaineer for a spellbinding journey to Calgary. This deluxe rail journey 
through the heart of the Canadian Rockies will open your eyes to some of Canada’s 
most awe-inspiring sights. 


Settle in whilst lush green forest, soaring mountains and glistening lakes whizz past 
your window, sample some of the region's finest cuisine while being treated to stories 
about historic sites, scenery, and wildlife told by engaging hosts with two service level 
options: SilverLeaf and GoldLeaf, and enjoy a hotel stay in Kamloops. 


Arriving in Calgary you'll enjoy a three-night hotel stay and enter the spirit of Canada’s 
Wild West at the world-famous Calgary Stampede, considered ‘The Greatest Outdoor 
Show on Earth’. During your two-day experience you'll witness a host of unforgettable 
events with lively rodeos, bull riding and scintillating live acts. 


“DABTA 
ABTANO.Y6300 ፍወ 


Trustpilot * * x * # 


UXULY 


For Imagine Cruising bookings call 


© 0808 2713497 


ee .”ሖ.ሸ፡ሸ ጦ.2ም ማ ጉና 


Silversea Alaska ~ 
voyage, Rocky Mountaineer 
and Calgary S 


> Si rs ot 此 
ሙራ 'ፅ፡.! 


SEVEN DAY SALE: 
SAVE UP TO 
£1,200 PER COUPLE 

ENDS 11.05.23” 


SIX-STAR ALL-INCLUSIVE 
VOYAGE WITH 
COMPLIMENTARY 
SHORE EXCURSIONS* 


+ 
GOLDLEAF 


Scenic rail journey on 
board Rocky Mountaineer 


Rocky Mountaineer allows you to see 
some of Canada’s most awe-inspiring 
diverse landscapes from parched, 
desert-like scenes to lush, dense 
vegetation. Find emerald forests 
unfurl and hem in icy blue rivers 
that snake through dramatic gorges 
as your train trundles over bridges, 
winds around mountains and races 
through tunnels. Settle into your 
seat, gaze out of your window enjoy 
particular highlights such as Fraser 
River and the mesmerising white 
waters of Hell's Gate. 


Sunday, May 7, 2023 


This amazing holiday includes: 


All-Inclusive Cruise 
Seven-night all-inclusive luxury cruise on board the 
brand-new Silver Nova 


Visiting: Seward, Hubbard Glacier (scenic cruising), 
Juneau, Skagway, Sitka, Ketchikan, Inside Passage 
(scenic cruising), Vancouver 
- Complimentary premium shore excursions 
included at every port* 


Hotel Stays 
One-night four-star stay in Anchorage at The Hotel 
Captain Cook or similar 


One-night five-star hotel stay at the JW Marriott Parq 
Vancouver or similar 


One-night four-star hotel stay in Kamloops 
One-night five-star hotel stay at the Fairmont Banff 
Springs or similar 

Three-night four-star hotel stay at the Westin 
Calgary or similar 


Rail Journey 
Two-day luxury Rocky Mountaineer rail journey from 
Vancouver to Banff 


Fully Escorted Tours 
Banff National Park tour including a visit to Lake Louise 


Two-day ticket to the Calgary Stampede 


All Flights and Transfers 
(London departure - regional flights available) 


LIMITED TO 60 GUESTS 


CLASSIC VERANDA SUITE from 


ደ7,999› 


SUPERIOR VERANDA SUITE from 


ደ8,399›› 


DELUXE VERANDA SUITE from 


£8,699» 


*Offer includes one excursion per guest, per port/day. Additional excursions 

available at an extra charge. Main image is intended for illustrative purposes only 
“Prices include discount and savings based on two passengers booking a Deluxe 
Veranda Suite. 


À | ONLINE CRUISE CODE: AME7592 
SSS 
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Opening Hours: Mon to Sun: 9am to 8pm 


Sunday, May 7, 2023 


Experience 


The Celebrity Eclipse® is a masterpiece of 
design, bringing together all the best features 
of modern cruising with a sublime ease. 
Celebrity Eclipse® includes favourites that 
regular passengers have found so appealing 
on its sister ships, like the manicured real grass 
expanse in the Lawn Club area as well as a 

full array of facilities, dining options and fun 
activities that any passenger could wish for. 


Embrace South America’s awe-inspiring 
landscapes, fascinating culture and diverse 
attractions, during a luxurious Celebrity 
voyage and unforgettable tours. 


Your thrilling South America holiday begins with a three-night hotel stay 

in Lima, complete with a wonderful city tour and unforgettable Palomino 
Island tour, where you'll be gifted close encounters of sea lions. You'll then 
explore the fascinating Incan ruins of the Sacred Valley and savour a tour of 
Machu Picchu, an awe-inspiring ancient city perched on a mountaintop. 


Following a two-night hotel stay in Santiago, your adventure continues as 
you embark the exceptional Celebrity Eclipse® for a voyage brimming with 
bustling cities, jaw-dropping waterways, and icy landscapes. Highlights of 
your cruise include Puerto Madryn, a city known for its gorgeous wildlife 
and stunning landscapes; picturesque Ushuaia, nestled at the southern tip 
of South America, and a scenic cruise through the stunning channels of the 
Strait of Magellan. 


You'll disembark in Buenos Aires and spend two nights soaking up its 
vibrancy and breathing in its fusion of European and Latin culture. A three- 
night hotel stay in Iguazu follows. Here, you'll embrace two fully escorted 
tours of the misty Iguazu Falls from both its Brazilian and Argentinian sides. 
As you traverse this iconic sight, you'll marvel at the striking landscapes, 
fascinating wildlife, and tepid rainforests that encompass it. 


A two-night hotel stay in Brazil’s vivid and colourful capital city, Rio de 
Janeiro, awaits, paired with a tour that includes a visit to the embracing 
Christ the Redeemer statue which overlooks the city. 


“BABTA 


ABTANo.Y6300 


IMAGINE’ 


Discover the incredible 
Iguazu Falls 


Marvel at the largest waterfall 
system in the world, bordered by 
lush vegetation, looped with walking 
trails. Surrounded by tropical 
rainforest where colourful toucans 
reside, you'll be accompanied by 
the distant roar of one of the most 
spectacular waterfalls in the world. 


You'll get to experience the Iguazu 
Falls from both the Brazilian and 
Argentinian sides and get right up 
close to this magnificent spectacle, 
comprised of more than 275 falls, 
the tallest of which towers more 
than 82 metres high. 


In partnership with Imagine Cruising” 


Ultimate South Americawith ዊም 
lguazuFals and Machu Picchu 


28 Nights 
Departing March 5, 2024 


This amazing holiday includes: 


All-Inclusive Cruise 

12 night all-inclusive cruise on board 

Celebrity Eclipse® 

Classic Drinks Package, Wi-Fi and Tips 

Visiting: Lima, Palomino Islands, Sacred Valley, Machu 
Picchu, Cusco, Santiago, Valparaiso, Chilean Fjords 
(scenic cruising), Strait of Magellan (scenic cruiing), 
Punta Arenas, Ushuaia, Cape Horn (scenic cruising), 
Puerto Madryn, Montevideo, Buenos Aires, Iguazu, 
Rio de Janeiro 


Fully Escorted Tours 
Tour of Christ the Redeemer 


Walking tour of Iguazu Falls including both the 
Brazilian and Argentinian sides of the falls 


Buenos Aires city tour 


Sacred Valley tour including: 

- Salt Mines of Maras 

- Moray and Ollantaytambo Ruins 
Machu Picchu tour 
Complimentary Palomino Islands tour 


Hotel Stays 


Four-star hotel stays in Lima, Cusco, Buenos Aires, Rio 
de Janeiro with breakfast 


Five-star hotel stays in Iguazu and Sacred Valley 
with breakfast 


All Flights and Transfers 


(London departure) 


INSIDE from 


£5,999 


OCEAN VIEW from 


ደ6,499›» 


VERANDA from 


ደ6,999›፡ 


CONCIERGE CLASS from 


£7,499» 


ONLINE CRUISE CODE: 


For Imagine Cruising bookings call Q thetimes.co.u k/imagine 


CRUISING 


MORE THAN JUST A CRUISE. 


Trustpilot k * * * ብ 


© 0808 2713497 


Opening Hours: Mon to Sun: 9am to 8pm 


For full terms and conditions please visit thetimes.co.uk/imagine. Prices are correct at the time of print and are subject to change. Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Imagine Cruising, a company wholly independent of News UK. Imagine Cruising are fully ABTA and ATOL bonded. 


In partnership with Imagine Cruising® 


Experience 


The heroine of the Celebrity’s Solstice® class, 
this ship has forged the way for innovative 
design and modern amenities that raise 

the benchmark of luxury cruising. Beautiful 
public areas, elegant restaurants and exciting 
entertainment venues make the Celebrity 
Solstice® the perfect choice for those cruise 
passengers who appreciate real quality. 
Celebrity has partnered with OneSpaWorld to 
provide the ultimate in pampering and wellness 
treatments. 


SOLSTICE ጊ 


Delight in paradisal Maldives and Bali retreats, 
and a luxurious South Asia cruise on this 
idyllic all-inclusive holiday affording an 
endless array of treasures. 


Your holiday begins in beautiful Bali, where you'll savour five nights in paradise 
at the luxurious Nusa Dua Hotel & Spa, feeling your cares melt away amid 
swaying palms and gentle ocean breezes. You'll delight in an opulent all-inclusive 
stay with first-class Balinese hospitality, allowing you to fully relax into your 
unforgettable holiday. 


You'll then fly to Hong Kong and savour an overnight hotel stay in ‘The City 
of Life’ - where Hindu architecture meets cafés serving local cuisine - before 
Celebrity Solstice® awaits to transport you on a decadent voyage to Singapore. 


Highlights of your dazzling cruise include an overnight in port in Hanoi, 
Vietnam's charming capital, as well as Chan May, gateway to the enchanting 

city of Hoi An. You'll then find enthralling history encapsulated by colonial 
architecture in Ho Chi Minh City, before embracing Thailand’s bustling capital, 
Bangkok. You'll then indulge in Koh Samui's laid-back island lifestyle next before 
you'll disembark in Singapore for a hotel stay, exploring a kaleidoscope of 
cultures, colonial gems, and historic temples. 


You'll then transfer for five magical nights in the Maldives, a nation of endless 
beauty affording white beaches and turquoise lagoons, perfect for a spot of rest 
and recuperation. You'll embrace sweeping, quintessential island beauty as you 
recline in your hotel grounds, feeling time elongate as you unwind in perfect 
harmony with your paradisal surroundings. 


ፍ»ልፀገል 


and Bali escapes with 
luxury South Asia cruise 


ፒ! 


2411511151 (ዘቺ 


All-Inclusive Hotel Stay 
Nusa Dua Beach Hotel 
& Spa 


Experience exquisite Balinese 
hospitality with a decadent stay 

at the five-star, all-inclusive Nusa 
Dua Beach Hotel & Spa. In perfect 
harmony with its spectacular 
beachfront surroundings, you'll relax 
within a truly stunning setting of 
manicured tropical gardens, inviting 
outdoor pools and swaying palms. 
With private access to Nusa Dua 
Beach, you'll feel like royalty during 
your extravagant escape - the 
perfect finale to your magnificent 
getaway. 


For Imagine Cruising bookings call Q thetimes.co.u k/imagine 


24 - 25 Nights 
Departing Jan - Mar, 2024 


This amazing holiday includes: 


All-Inclusive Cruise 


12 night five-star all-inclusive cruise on board 
Celebrity Solstice® 


Classic Drinks Package, Wi-Fi and Tips 


Visiting: Hong Kong, Hanoi (overnight in port), 
Hué, Ho Chi Minh City, Bangkok (overnight in port), 
Koh Samui, Singapore, Maldives 


Hotel Stays 


Complimentary five-night five-star all-inclusive 
stay in Bali at the Nusa Dua Beach Hotel & Spa 


One-night five-star hotel stay in Hong Kong at the 
Harbour Grand Kowloon with breakfast 


One-night five-star hotel stay in Singapore at the 
Grand Park City Hall 
with breakfast 


Five-night four-star all-inclusive hotel stay in the 
Maldives at the Oblu Xperience Ailafushi 


All Flights and Transfers 


(London departure - regional flights available) 


INSIDE from 


£4,499; 


OCEAN VIEW from 


ደ4,999›› 


VERANDA from 


ደ5,499›› 


CONCIERGE CLASS from 


£5,999» 


*Prices, duration and itinerary shown are based on March 9, 2024 departure. 


ONLINE CRUISE CODE: 


Sunday, May 7, 2023 


IMAGINE [T] TIMES Travel Offers 


ABTANo.Y6300 


© 0808 2713497 


CRUISING 


MORE THAN JUST ACRUISE. 


Opening Hours: Mon to Sun: 9am to 8pm 
Trustpilot k k * x A 


For full terms and conditions please visit thetimes.co.uk/imagine. Prices are correct at the time of print and are subject to change. Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Imagine Cruising, a company wholly independent of News UK. Imagine Cruising are fully ABTA and ATOL bonded. *Prices include discount and savings based on two passengers sharing a Suite. 


Sunday, May 7, 2023 


Ten Nights from £1,999pp 
Departing Jun - Oct, 2023 


2023 Croatia island-hopping private yacht 


This amazing holiday includes: 


and magical Montenegro experience Half-Board Cruise 


Seven-night half-board cruise on board MS Roko including 
Captains Dinner 

Visiting: Dubrovnik, Slano, Korčula, Vis, Hvar, Mljet, 

(NA CREATED BY Elafiti Islands, Dubrovnik 

J Imagine Hotel Stay 

Three-night five-star hotel stay in Montenegro at the 
Maestral Resort & Casino in a Sea View room with 
breakfast 

Enjoy a 50 minute Mediterranean massage during your spa day 
Escorted Tours 

Korčula Marco Polo tour, Hvar City tour, Mljet National Park 


walking tour, Dubrovnik walking tour, Boka Bay Cruise, tour 
of the Old Town in Montenegro and Lovćen National Park tour 
Exclusive Events 

Experience Dubrovnik Dinner on the Wall 

Farewell Gala Dinner at The Citadel in Budva 


All Flights and Transfers 
(London departure - regional flights available) 


SF EA FS E 


PRICES FROM* ® 


N 
PORTHOLE WINDOW BALCONY BALCONY | 
£1,999» £2,699, £2,999, Sold Out 


*Prices based on October 22, 2023 departure. Outside Picture 
Window prices based on June 18, 2023 departure. 


ኩ | ONLINE CRUISE CODE: MED7558 
ዴጋ 


Luxury Cunard voyage from Sydney to 28 Nights from £2,999 


Singa pore Departing February 25, 2024 


This amazing holiday includes: 


Full-Board Cruise 


| 25 night full-board cruise on board Queen Mary 2 
- Visiting: Sydney, Cairns, Darwin, Bitung, Hong Kong 
2 (overnight in port), Chan May, Nha Trang, Ho Chi Minh 
City, Singapore (overnight in port) 
Complimentary Hotel Stays ። 


Two-night four-star hotel stay in Sydney at the Rydges 
World Square 


One-night five-star hotel stay in Singapore at the Grand 
Park City Hall 


All hotel stays include breakfast 
Complimentary Flights and Transfers 
(London departure - regional flights available) 


PRICES FROM 
£2,999, £3,699, £4,299» £9,999pp 


QUEEN MARY 2 


ኩ | ONLINE CRUISE CODE: ASA7835 
| = | 


IMAGI N E SDABTA For Imagine Cruising bookings call Q theti mes.co.u k/i magine 
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MORE THAN JUST A CRUISE. Trustpilot x x * * A 


For full terms and conditions please visit thetimes.co.uk/imagine. Prices are correct at the time of print and are subject to change. Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Imagine Cruising, a company wholly independent of News UK. Imagine Cruising are fully ABTA and ATOL bonded. *Prices include discount and savings based on two passengers sharing a Grill 
Suite. 


In partnership with Imagine Cruising® Sunday, May 7, 2023 


Experience : ie 
When the late Queen Elizabeth II conducted the መመ. J 
naming ceremony in her own honour in October 23 Nights 


h i llousl |. | ፡ 
2010, she continued a marvellously regal forma Departing March 8, 2025 


cruising tradition. Cunard has maintained all the 


refined styling, amenities and service associated with 
the Golden Era of cruise sailing and added modern This amazing holiday includes: 
facilities, leisure and entertainment opportunities. 
Stunning accommodation and the most exceptional 
fine dining you'll ever experience at sea are highlights 
of the glorious Queen Elizabeth cruise ship. 


Full-Board Cruise 
15 night full-board cruise on board 
Queen Elizabeth 


Visiting: Singapore, Chan May, Hong Kong 
(overnight in port), Manila, Hualien, Keelung, 
Kagoshima, Tokyo 


Experience a luxurious five-night Balinese escape 
before embarking on an eye-opening voyage of 
northeast Asia, delving into Japan’s captivating 
capital, Tokyo, along with an awe-inspiring tour 
of Mount Fuji’. 


Hotel Stays 
Complimentary five-night five-star all-inclusive 
stay in Bali at the Nusa Dua Beach Hotel & Spa 
One-night five-star hotel stay at the Dusit Thani 
Laguna Singapore or similar with breakfast 
Complimentary two-night four-star stay at the 
Hotel New Otani Tokyo or similar 


You'll begin your holiday in Bali, a paradise of turquoise oceans and ancient 
sights, where you'll savour five nights in paradise. You'll feel your cares melt 


away amid swaying palms and gentle ocean breezes at the peerless five-star 
Nusa Dua Beach Hotel & Spa, where you could indulge in outdoor pools and Discover Bali 
spa experiences - the perfect start to your holiday. 


Fully Escorted Tours* 
Tour of Mount Fuji including the Hakone 
Ropeway cable car 

Boat trip across Lake Ashi 
High-speed bullet train to Tokyo 


In Singapore, you'll relish an overnight hotel stay exploring its kaleidoscope ከ ከቤ ው ከከ ከከከ 
sea, sunsets that turn nutmeg 
forests gold, and active volcanos 


with walking trails: Bali has it all. 


of cultures, colonial gems, and historic temples before you'll embark the 
elegant Queen Elizabeth. Highlights of your voyage include a two-night stay 
in port in bustling Hong Kong, where Hindu architecture meets cafes serving 


All Flights and Transfers 
(London departure - regional flights available) 


Whether you're after luxury resorts 
local cuisine. You'll also visit Manila, marvelling at medieval fortresses and holistic spa treatments, or white 


existing harmoniously alongside natural wonders. Next, you'll call at sand beaches and sleepy fishing 


Kagoshima, where you could visit Yoshino Park - home to over 800 majestic villages, you won't be disappointed 

cherry trees - or sample famous Japanese sake. during your time here. 1 on OCEANVIEW rom 
ደ3,999›› ደዶ4999›› 

You'll then disembark in Yokohama and travel to Tokyo for a two-night stay. Escape the usual tourist traps and 


seek out lush green fields stretching BALCONY from 


£4,999 


GRILL SUITE from 


£6,499 pe 


This breathtaking city is one of the world’s most endlessly fascinating cities, 


; ሽ ; > ሽ ፡ across the landscape, and historical 
where ancient shrines nestle in the shadow of mirror-tinted high-rises. You'll ዞ 


j sights telling of the island's Hindu 
complete your stay with an unforgettable tour that allows you to marvel at ie 
Mount Fuji* in all its iconic glory - an icon whose imposing beauty inspires l 


artists past and present. ONLINE CRUISE CODE: 
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Sunday, May 7, 2023 


Ten Nights from £1,999pp 
Departing Oct, 2023 - Mar, 2024 


Canaries cruise and all-inclusive 


This amazing holiday includes: 


Tenerife escape Full-Board Cruise 


Seven-night full-board cruise on board Azura 


Visiting*: Tenerife (overnight in Port), Madeira, Gran 
<= Canaria, Lanzarote, Tenerife 


P&O CRUISES 


ሥ ie ነነ 'ኣ ` All-Inclusive Hotel Stay 
- ፡ Three-night four-star all-inclusive hotel stay in Tenerife 
at the Gran Oasis Resort 


All Flights and Transfers 
(London departure - regional flights available) 


pcg. ee en |B 
OCT, 2023 ደ1,5499ዞ £1,649pp £1,849pp ር 
2 NOV, 2023 £999pp £1,099pp £1,299pp 
f 2 二 DEC, 2023 £1,029pp £1,129pp £1,329pp ኳ 
ሙ= 22. -- 5 = JAN, 2024 £1,049pp £1,149pp £1,349pp = 
ae 2 FEB, 2024 £1,099pp £1,199pp £1,399pp ፡ 
MAR, 2024 £1,149pp £1,249pp £1,449pp À 


“Cruise itinerary may vary depending on departure date. ^Prices and itinerary shown are based on November 
departure date. 


ኩ | ONLINE CRUISE CODE: MED7726 
ዴሬ 


Princess cruises full transit 16 Nights from 1,799. 
Panama Canal discovery BS ከ ከ Jan ana ከ 


This amazing holiday includes: 


(SE PRINCESS Full-Board Cruise 


15 night full-board cruise on board Emerald Princess® 


Visiting: Los Angeles, Cabo San Lucas, Huatulco, San 
Juan del Sur, Punta Arenas, Fuerte Amador, Panama 
Canal (Scenic Cruising), Cartagena, Fort Lauderdale 


| 

r = 

Complimentary Hotel Stay = 
One-night four-star hotel stay at the Hyatt Regency Los 

Angeles International Airport* ba 


All hotel stays include breakfast 


All Flights and Optional Transfers* 
(London departure - regional flights available) 


PRICES FROM 


£2 - £1,799» £1,999» £2,399 £2,999» 


ja መ 
> EMERALD® 
“Hotel based on January 6, 2024 and February 5, 2024 departure dates. “Transfers are available at an additional 
cost. +Prices and itinerary shown are based on January 6, 2024 departure. 
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In partnership with Imagine Cruising® 


Intimate cruise 
on board 


Royal Clipper elicits admiring looks wherever it 
goes, and its interiors are equally impressive. 

It provides an intimate and luxurious 
experience while its amenities combine modern 
conveniences with timeless touches. From 

the sumptuous setting of the library to the 
underwater portholes of the Captain Nemo 
Lounge and a crow’s nest from which you can 
admire the views, it's a ship that provides a 
thrilling and memorable nautical adventure. 


Spend seven nights in utter bliss during a 
Barbados beach escape before taking an 
intimate cruise around the Caribbean with 
Royal Clipper. 


Barbados, a haven of sprawling white sandy beaches, twinkling azure 

waters and verdant palm forests, is where your adventure begins. Savour 
a seven-night hotel stay and soak up Barbados’ pristine views of towering 
palm trees that whisper in the breeze, turquoise waters and indulge in the 


luxuries of this beautiful island. 


In Bridgetown, witness the most prestigious horse racing events at the 
Garrison Savannah or explore the historic sites. Admire the city’s grand 
historic architecture or explore George Washington House, the same 
house and surroundings where the first U.S. president stayed on his visit to 


Barbados. 


Following your stay, you'll settle in for an extraordinary seven-night cruise 
on board the magnificent Royal Clipper. On board there’s every luxury you 
could possibly imagine, from an elegant three-tiered dining room serving 
gourmet dishes to a well-stocked library and a spa. Your magical voyage 
will include the chance to discover the beautiful islands of the Caribbean 
such as St Lucia, Grenada and Martinique, before you disembark back in 


Barbados. 


ፍ»ልፀገል 
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IMAGINE’ 


CRUISING 


MORE THAN JUST ACRUISE. 


Trustpilot k * ተ * ብ 


Seven-night hotel stay 
in Barbados 


Arriving in Barbados, you'll be 
transferred to your hotel to begin 
your stay on this postcard-perfect 
island. After a day of exploring, 
relax on Barbados’ serene 
beaches, with warm inviting waves 
gently lapping the shore, and 

lofty palm trees swaying in the 
Caribbean breeze. 


The Sugar Cane Club Hotel & Spa 
is enveloped in lush landscapes 
and views of the Caribbean Sea, 
and you'll discover tranquillity and 
intimate seclusion to help you 
embrace the laidback Bajan way 
of life. 


For Imagine Cruising bookings call Q thetimes.co.u k/imagine 
© 0808 2713497 


፡ STAR CLIPPERS 


Sunday, May 7, 2023 


14 Nights 


-- Departing Dec, 2023 - Mar, 2024 
Ss 


This amazing holiday includes: 


Full-Board Cruise 
Seven-night full-board cruise on board Royal Clipper 


- Enjoy a traditional sail-powered seafaring 
experience 


Relish a relaxed ambience with an easy-going 
dress code 


Intimate atmosphere with a capacity for just 
227 passengers 


Visiting”: Barbados, Captain's Best (Grenadines), 
St. George’s (Grenada), Tobago Cays (Grenadines), 
Kingstown (St. Vincent), Admiralty Bay (Bequia), 
Fort-de-France (Martinique), St. Lucia, Barbados 


Hotel Stay 


Seven-night four-star hotel stay in Barbados at the 
Sugar Cane Club Hotel And Spa 

*Book an Outside cabin or above and receive an all- 
inclusive hotel stay 


All flights and transfers 


(London departure - regional flights available) 


INSIDE from* 


£2,599» 


OUTSIDE from* 


£3,199- 


SUPERIOR OUTSIDE from* 


£3,699» 


SUITE from* 


£4,999 


SOLO PASSENGER from* 


£4,299 


Prices are per person based on two adults sharing a cruise cabin or suite and 
include flights from London (regional flights available at a supplement). *Prices 
and itinerary based on December 9, 2023 departure. “Prices shown include 
discount and savings are based on two passengers sharing an Inside (Cat 6) 
cabin departing December 9, 2023. 


ONLINE CRUISE CODE: 


Opening Hours: Mon to Sun: 9am to 8pm 


For full terms and conditions please visit thetimes.co.uk/imagine. Prices are correct at the time of print and are subject to change. Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Imagine Cruising, a company wholly independent of News UK. Imagine Cruising are fully ABTA and ATOL bonded 


TIMES Travel Offers 


Sunday, May 7, 2023 


Experience 


With such stunning innovations it's easy to see 
why the Royal Princess® is the flagship of Princess 
Cruises’ impressive fleet. Her cantilevered bar and 
signature glass-floored walkway extend beyond 
both sides of the deck. Enjoy a leisurely evening 
stroll along the SeaWalk® - feeling as though you 
are walking on water whilst enjoying sweeping 
views of the Ocean. Watch a dazzling water and 
light show every evening with dancing fountains 
reaching 33ft high into the air. 


Delve into the riches Down Under with a scenic 
cruise of New Zealand, an iconic Australian 
transcontinental rail journey and stays in 
Sydney and Perth. 


Your holiday begins with a two-night hotel stay in the world-famous ‘Emerald City’, 
Sydney. Immerse yourself in its dynamic and exciting metropolis, climb the iconic 
Sydney Harbour Bridge, or watch surfers ride waves at beautiful Bondi Beach, before 
joining Royal Princess® for your spellbinding New Zealand cruise. 


Setting sail, you'll first encounter the spellbinding Unesco Fiordland National Park, 
where you'll cruise along waters cut out over centuries by glaciers. Be beguiled by this 
area's staggering beauty as you encounter breathtaking landscapes where waterfalls 
plummet into deep waters. 


Further highlights of your cruise include Scottish-influenced Dunedin, New Zealand's 
charming capital, Wellington, and the stunning Bay of Islands, before you'll return to 
Sydney for an overnight hotel stay. 


The following morning, you'll join the illustrious Indian Pacific to embrace Australia’s 
diversity and beauty on a luxurious coast-to-coast rail journey to Perth. With 

no better way to see an all-encompassing view of Australia than by rail, relax in 
your opulent surroundings as unforgettable vistas evolve before you, and relish 
captivating all-inclusive Off Train Experiences. 


Disembarking in the cosmopolitan Perth, you'll conclude your holiday by delving 

into its natural beauty and thriving metropolis during a two-night stay. Home to a 
combination of sophisticated attractions, cultural landmarks, and stunning beaches, 
stroll around Kings Park Botanic Gardens and browse the popular Fremantle Markets. 


ሪ= PRINCESS 


Rail journey on board 
Indian Pacific 


Step on board the magnificent 
Indian Pacific for your all-inclusive 
transcontinental voyage to Perth 
across the world’s longest straight 
railway stretch, following the path of 
bush pioneers, gold rush prospectors 
and legendary adventurers. 


Encased in luxury, you'll savour 

fine dining in the Queen Adelaide 
Restaurant, relax in your own private 
en-suite cabin, and benefit from 
all-inclusive Off Train Experiences 
exploring amazing destinations along 
the way. 


In partnership with Imagine Cruising” 


21 Nights 
Departing January 8, 2024 


This amazing holiday includes: 


Full-Board Cruise 
13 night full-board cruise on board 

Royal Princess® 

Visiting: Sydney, Fiordland National Park (scenic 
cruising), Dunedin, Christchurch, Wellington, 


Tauranga, Auckland, Bay of Islands, Sydney 


All-Inclusive Rail Journey 
Three-night all-inclusive rail journey on board the 
Indian Pacific from Sydney to Perth 

All-inclusive Off Train Experiences and short stops 
in Broken Hill, Adelaide, Cook and Rawlinna 


Hotel Stays 
Three-night four-star hotel stay at the Mercure 
Sydney 

Two-night four-star hotel stay at the ibis Styles East 
Perth 

All hotel stays include breakfast 


All Flights and Transfers 


(London departure - regional flights available) 


INSIDE from 


ደ4699›› 


BALCONY from 


ደ5,499›› 


SUITE from 


£6,299» 


*Prices shown include discount and savings based on 2 passengers sharing 
a Suite. 


ONLINE CRUISE CODE: 


For Imagine Cruising bookings call 


© 0808 2713497 
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For full terms and conditions please visit thetimes.co.uk/imagine. Prices are correct at the time of print and are subject to change. Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Imagine Cruising, a company wholly independent of News UK. Imagine Cruising are fully ABTA and ATOL bonded. 


In partnership with Imagine Holidays® Sunday, May 7, 2023 


ee 
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Shimla Express į 


and India's Golden 
Triangle 


Experience the vibrant colours, sights and 
sounds of India during an iconic rail journey 


and a series of immersive tours, as you 
explore the gleaming Golden Triangle. 


Embark the famous Kalka-Shimla Toy 
Train. Journey through the majestic 
Himalayas, through 103 tunnels 

and over 700 bridges as you relax in 
comfortable surroundings on your 
voyage to Shimla. Here you'll spend 
three nights in the city to explore 

its fascinating history during a 
sightseeing tour, and venture into the 
wilderness with a captivating walking 
trail through the Himalayas. 


Next, explore India’s greatest 
treasures during a fully escorted 
Golden Triangle tour. Discover the 
contrasts of Old and New Delhi before 


travelling to Agra for the highlight 

of your tour: a visit to the world- 
famous Taj Mahal, an architectural 
masterpiece in white marble. Delve 
into the wilderness of Ranthambore 
National Park, where you'll enjoy 
close encounters with India’s wildlife, 
comprising of tigers, leopards, jackals, 
sloth bears and Indian wild boar’. 


Your Golden Triangle tour continues 
to the beautiful city of Jaipur. Admire 
the fairy-tale Amber Fort, see the 
intriguing Hawa Mahal, known as the 
Palace of Winds, and enjoy the view of 
Maota Lake. 


8 Five-Star Golden Triangle Tour 


destinations, Delhi, Agra 
and Jaipur. 


Discover switchback alleyways and 
grand forts, marvel at the splendour 


of Rajasthan's opulent palaces, 
and immerse yourself in the bustle 


from the serenely beautiful Hawa 


For Imagine Holidays bookings call 


Experience the incredible sights 
of three of India’s most popular 


colonial relics, delve into the history of 


of colourful bazaars. This fascinating 
region is full of unforgettable sights, 


Mahal to the magnificent Taj Mahal. 


Ranthambore 
National Park 


Nestling at the foot of the Aravalli 
Hills, the Ranthambore National 
Park is hailed as one of India's finest 
wildlife locations. Journey through 
the captivating landscape as you 


keep lookout for the jungle’s majestic 


inhabitants. 


© sHIMLA 
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JAIPUR 6 | AGRA 


eo RANTHAMBORE 


ESCORTED 
TOURING 
HOLIDAY 


12 NIGHTS 
FULLY ESCORTED 
TOURING HOLIDAY 


PRICES FROM 


£1,999 


PER PERSON* 


mti 
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Experience the Shimla Express 


Board the Kalka-Shimla Toy Train to ride along a Unesco 
World Heritage Site railway track. This compact train 
traverses a mountainous route through dense forests, 


offering magnificent views of the landscape. 


12 Nights | Departing Sept, 2023 - Mar, 2024 


This incredible holiday includes: 


Rail Journey 
One-day rail journey from Kalka to Shimla on board the 
Himalayan Queen Toy Train 


Fully Escorted Tours 

Tour of Jama Masjid Mosque, Raj Ghat, Humayun’s Tomb, 
Qutub Minar and more 

Tour of the Taj Mahal, Agra Fort and Fatehpur Sikri 

Tour of Amber Fort, Hawa Mahal, the City Palace, Jantar 
Mantar Observatory and more 

Trail walk through the Himalayas 

Game drives through Ranthambore National Park Shimla 
sightseeing city tour 


Hotel Stays 
Four-night five-star hotel stay in Delhi 

Three-night five-star hotel stay in Shimla 

One-night five-star hotel stay in Agra 

Two-night five-star hotel stay in Ranthambore with breakfast, 
lunch and dinner 

Two-night five-star hotel stay in Jaipur 


All hotel stays include breakfast 


All flights and transfers 


Twin Share prices from 


SEPT, 2023 from 


ደ1,999› 


OCT, 2023 from 


£2,299pp 


NOV, 2023 from 


£2,499pp 


DEC, 2023 from 


ደ2,499›› 


JAN, 2024 from 


£2,399 


MAR, 2024 from 


ደ2,599›፡ 


“Price based on September, 2023 departure. “Wildlife sightings are not 
guaranteed. Tour may operate in reverse direction for certain departure dates. 


© thetimes.co.uk/imagineholidays 
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HOLIDAYS 


MORE THAN JUST A HOLIDAY. 


Opening Hours: Mon to Sun: 9am to 8pm 


TIMES Travel Offers 


Trustpilot x * x x ሽ 


For full terms and conditions please visit thetimes.co.uk/imagine. Prices are correct at the time of print and are subject to change. Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Imagine Holidays, a company wholly independent of News UK. Imagine Holidays are fully ABTA and ATOL bonded. 


Sunday,May 7,2023 In partnership with Imagine Holidays” 


11 Nights from £4,999pp* 


Zambezi River Cruise Departing Jan - Dec, 2024 


Victoria Falls & Cape Town ay 


This amazing holiday includes: 


Full-Board Cruise 


Two-night full-board luxury cruise on board Zambezi 
Queen 

- Water-based game viewing and bird watching 

- Cultural tour of a local village 


ZAMBEZI QUEEN 


LUXURY AFRICAN RIVER SAFARI 


Fully Escorted Tours 


Full day Cape Peninsula tour 
Two game drives per day in Pilanesberg National Park 
Walking tour of Victoria Falls 


Hotel Stays 


Three-night four-star hotel stay in Cape Town at the 
Southern Sun the Cullinan with breakfast 

Three-night four-star hotel stay in Pilanesberg 
National Park at the Shepherd's Tree Game Lodge with 
breakfast, lunch and dinner 

Three-night five-star stay at The Victoria Falls Hotel 
with breakfast 


SAVE UP TO 


£800 


PER COUPLE 
ENDS 18.05.23 


Your Holiday Includes 


Cape Town, Pilanesberg National Park, Victoria Falls, 
Livingstone, Chobe River 


All Flights and Transfers 
(London departure - regional flights available) 


PRICES FROM 


£4,999, £6,299pp 


“Standard Suite price based December 7, 2024 departure, Master Suite price based on 7 
December 2024 departure. *Prices include discount and savings based on two passengers 
sharing a Standard Suite departing April 15, 2024. 


Eight Nights from £2,399pp* 
Departing Apr - Oct, 2024 


This amazing holiday includes: 


Hotel Stays 


Three-night four-star hotel stay in Lake Maggiore at the 
Zacchera Collection 


Two-night four-star hotel stay in Lake Como at the 
Seven Park Hotel 


Three-night four-star hotel stay in Lake Garda at the 
Hotel Savoy Palace 


All hotel stays include breakfast 


Rail Journey 


Scenic rail journey through the Swiss Alps on board the 
Bernina Express 


Fully Escorted Tour 
Wine tasting in Lake Garda 
All Flights and Transfers 


LAKE GARDA WINE TASTING EXPERIENCE 


PRICES FROM* 


HISTORIC TWIN = 


£2,399pp 


“Price based on October 9, 2024 departure. 
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In partnership with Imagine Holidays® 


Sunday, May 7, 2023 


14 NIGHTS 
FROM 


> Cruise on board 
ee S Mekong Navigator 
29988 Step into a bygone era of charming and 


nostalgic sophistication enhanced by luxurious 
modern amenities on board Lotus’ luxurious 
Mekong Navigator. On board you'll find an 
expansive sun deck, atmospheric dining room 
and a lounge area complete with a bar, library, 
internet lounge and fitness centre with a spa. 
Luxuriate on board as this phenomenal vessel 
transports you downstream whilst your every 
need is taken care of. 


Delve into southeast Asia’s wonders with 
a series of discovery tours, a mystical 
Mekong River cruise and a sumptuous 
beachfront haven stay. 


Your epic adventure begins in charming Phan Thiét, where you'll delight in 

a phenomenal three-night hotel escape, enjoying exceptional beachfront 
views. A two-night hotel stay in Ho Chi Minh City awaits, complete with a fully 
escorted tour of the captivating and complex Cu Chi Tunnels - a labyrinthian 
must-see sight for history enthusiasts. 


Next, you'll savour an all-inclusive cruise along the Mekong River on board 
Lotus’ charming Mekong Navigator. On board, you'll encounter welcoming 
staff, opulent accommodations, as well as a Cambodian-themed dinner in the 
evening. 


Perhaps the world’s most fascinating river cruise, this lavish journey will 
capture your imagination, transporting you to a world of ancient temples and 
pagodas, Buddhist monasteries, and busy port towns. You'll sail first to Cai 
Bé, uncovering waterways lined with lush greenery, before calls at vibrant MY 
An Hung A and charming Long Khanh Island await. 


Discover vibrant Cambodia with an overnight in port in Phnom Penh - 
visiting shining Buddhist memorials and captivating museums that tell of 
the country’s tragic history - before uncovering golden-hued architecture in 
Angkor Ban. 


Bid a fond farewell to Mekong Navigator in Siem Reap, where you'll conclude 
your holiday with a luxury two-night stay and an enthralling tour of the 
temple-rich Angkor Wat. 


IMAGINE ABTA 


Trustpilot x ፏ * ድ 


HOLIDAYS 


MORE THAN JUST A HOLIDAY. 


For Imagine Holidays bookings call 


© 0808 258 6078 


LOTUS CRUISES 


SALE EXTENDED: 
SAVE UP TO 


£1,000 


PER COUPLE* 
ENDS 10.05.23 


Enjoy a 
luxury beach stay 


At the Anantara Mui Ne Resort 
you'll experience the ultimate 
getaway in the realms of pure 
tropical bliss. Here your stay will 
embrace seaside elegance and 
Vietnamese charm, making for 
the perfect start to your holiday. 
The beachfront infinity pool is 
the perfect place to spend lazy 
days, or if you're looking to be 
more active, there are cookery 
classes and yoga on the beach, as 
well as windsurfing, sailing and 
snorkelling. 


ፉ 44 


All-inclusive Cambodia `° - -. 
and Vietnam Mekong river cruise 


This amazing holiday includes: 


Luxury Hotel Stays 
Three-night five-star hotel stay in Phan Thiet at the 
Anantara Mui Ne Resort 

Two-night five-star stay in Ho Chi Minh City at the 
Grand Hotel Saigon 


Two-night five-star hotel stay in Siem Reap at the 
Borei Angkor Resort & Spa 
All hotel stays include breakfast 


All-Inclusive Cruise 

Seven-night all-inclusive river cruise on board 
Mekong Navigator 

Visiting*: MY Tho, Cai Bè, Sa Déc, MY An Hung, 
Long Khanh Island, Phnom Penh, Angkor Ban, Wat 
Hanchey, Siem Reap 


Fully Escorted Tours 
Cu Chi Tunnels 
Angkor Wat 


All Flights & Transfers 


(London departure) 


ADDITIONAL DATES JUST LAUNCHED FOR 2024 & 2025 


SUPERIOR | VISTA SIGNATURE | PRESTIGE GRANDE 


PRICES from | SUITE SUITE SUITE SUITE SUITE 


JAN, 2024 | £3,499pp | £3,899pp | £4,299pp | £4,899pp | £5,499pp 


MAR, 2024 | £3,299pp | £3,599pp | £4,099pp | £4,699pp | £5,299pp 


APR, 2024 | £3,699pp | £4,099pp | £4,499pp | £5,199pp | £5,699pp 


OCT, 2024 | £3,599pp | Sold Out | £4,399pp | £4,899pp | £5,499pp 


NOV, 2024 | £3,699pp | £4,099pp | £4,499pp | £4,999pp | £5,499pp 


JAN, 2025 | £3,699pp | £4,099pp | £4,499pp | £4,999pp | £5,499pp 


FEB, 2025 | £3,599pp | £3,899pp | £4,399pp | Sold Out | Sold Out 


MAR, 2025 | £3,799pp | £3,999pp | £4,299pp | £5,099pp | £5,699pp 


Opening Hours: Mon to Sun: 9am to 8pm 


APR, 2025 | £3,799pp | £3,999pp | £4,299pp | £5,099pp | £5,699pp 


*Price and itinerary based on March 2024 departure. Itinerary may operate in reverse 
depending on departure date. +Prices shown include discount and savings are based 
on two passengers booking a Grande Suite departing November 29, 2024. 


© thetimes.co.uk/imagineholidays 
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Sunday,May 7,2 In partnership with Imagine Holidays” 


TEN NIGHTS 
FROM 


ደ6,199› 


Luxury rail journey on board SAVE UP TO 


Maharajas’ Express £1,000 
PER COUPLE* 


On board the resplendent Maharajas’ Express, 


you'll embrace an unforgettable journey This amazing holiday includes: 


beginning in India’s capital, Delhi. You'll next 
be transported like royalty to Agra to witness Luxury Rail Journey 


the immortal sheen of the Taj Mahal before = | SLS 

reaching the vivid greens of Ranthambore be hii | À journey with fully escorted tours including: 

National Park where a thrilling safari awaits. | Lp ro = ET tell Fort by Jeep, Hawa Mahal and the 
ኣው a ity Palace 

Next, you'll glide through the iridescent lands ; 559 n n - Morning game drive through Ranthambore 

of Jaipur for a Jeep ride to Amber Fort and an - 1 i D National Park 


- Sightseeing tour of Fatehpur Sikri 


exclusive dinner at the Rambagh Palace Hotel. - Tour of the Taj Mahal and Agra Fort 


Fully Escorted Tour 
Kerala Explorer tour including: 
- Traditional kettuvallam Kerala backwater cruise 
- Kochi sightseeing tour including Paradesi 
Synagogue, Kochi Harbour Chinese fishing nets, 
St. Francis Church and The Dutch Palace 
- Kathakali classical Indian dance performance 
- Typical Kochi Experience including fish harbour 
talk, live fish auction^, tuk-tuk ride to meet local 
family, home cooked breakfast and inside look 
at a rural household, Kerala fishing experience 
and cooking demonstration 


Savour an unforgettable holiday relishing 
India’s plentiful delights in an unforgettable 
escapade on board the sumptuous all-inclusive 
Maharajas’ Express followed by a captivating 
Kerala explorer tour. 


Luxury Hotel Stays 

Two-night five-star hotel stay at the Vivanta New 
Delhi, Dwarka 

Three-night five-star hotel stay at the Grand Hyatt 
Kochi Bolgatty 

Two-night five-star hotel stay in Kumarakom at the 
Coconut Lagoon 

All hotel stays include breakfast 


All flights & transfers 
(London departure - regional flights available) 


Flying into India's enigmatic capital, Delhi, your wonderful holiday will begin with an 
overnight hotel stay. 


Next, you'll be met by the opulent Maharajas' Express, a resplendent palace on 
wheels waiting to transport you to a royal bygone era; traversing through India’s 
spellbinding everchanging landscapes. Highlights of your voyage include the world- 
famous Golden Triangle destinations of Agra, home to one of the Seven Wonders of Explore 
the World, the alluring Taj Mahal and the Pink City of Jaipur, as well as a jungle safari Kerala 
in Ranthambore National Park in pursuit of elusive Bengal tigers prowling in dense 

forests*. Characterised by winding emerald 


Your Holiday Itinerary 
Delhi, Agra, Ranthambore National Park, Jaipur, 
Delhi, Kochi, Kumarakom, Kerala, Kochi 


rivers, exotic wildlife, spice plantations 
Returning to Delhi, you'll enjoy another overnight hotel stay and an enthralling 


sightseeing tour of Old and New Delhi before flying to Kochi to uncover South India’s 
beguiling Kerala region - known as Paradise on Earth. Here you'll embrace a slower 
pace as you discover its glistening backwaters and magical landscapes. 


and lush landscapes, the south India’s 
Kerala exudes tranquillity and beauty. 
Explore this beguiling region during 
an explorative tour discovering Kochi 
Next, you'll embark on an immersive tour of Kerala, a region of great natural and Kumarakom, two of the most 
beauty and a relaxed pace of life. During your tour, you'll delve into the wonders of 
Kumarakom and Kochi experiencing their welcoming culture and heritage, while also 
appreciating their verdant landscapes, captivating architecture and unique cuisines. 
Highlights will include cruising Kerala's iconic backwaters on board a traditional 
kettuvallam and a typical Kochi experience which will offer you an understanding of 
typical Keralan village life. 


JUNIOR SUITE from 


Sold Out 


DELUXE SUITE from 


£6,199» 


captivating destinations of Kerala, 
through their stunning backwaters, 
rural homes and fascinating 
landmarks. Highlights include a 


SUITE from 


ደ9,999›› 


PRESIDENTIAL SUITE from 


ደ14,999›› 


traditional kettuvallam cruise, a visit to 


Prices are per person based on two adults sharing a Deluxe Suite and include flights 
from London (regional flights available at a supplement). “Dependent on day. *Wildlife 


the region's oldest Jewish Synagogue rom 
sightings are not guaranteed. 


and a typical Kochi experience. 
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